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PRAYER HALL 
ON WAY AS 
APPEAL WON 



Report by David Cosgrove 

PLANS for a new Muslim prayer hall and community cen¬ 
tre in Old Hill will go ahead after an appeal against rejec¬ 
tion was upheld by the Planning Inspectorate. 

Proposals to turn the former Sunday school and church building into 
the Islamic centre have twice been rejected by Sandwell Council. But 
the decision has been overturned after an appeal by the Old Hill Masjid 
and Community Centre. 

More than 145 objections were lodged to the second application. That had been refused 
due to concerns about parking. The former Sunday school and church building next to the 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, off Halesowen Road, will now be revamped. Ward 
Councillor John Tipper councillor John Tipper said he was disappointed the Planning Inspectorate had overruled 

" Sandwell Council’s decision. 

He said: “Obviously it’s not particu¬ 
larly helpful that the Inspectorate, based 
in Bristol, overruled the local decision of 
Sandwell’s planning committee. There’s 
not a great deal the council can do. People 
have the right to worship and use these 
buildings. 

“I only hope we will explore all avenues to 
address the parking issues. I’m not against 
anybody’s right to worship, but maybe 
there are ways we can work together.” 

Members of the Old Hill Masjid and Com¬ 
munity Centre Association resubmitted the 
planning application after it was previously 
rejected in 2013 on the grounds there was 
a ‘shortfall’ in the number of car parking 
spaces available. 


Planners in 
support of 
temple bid 

EXPANSION plans for a temple in 
Tividale have been recommended for 
approval by council planners. Pro¬ 
posals for the 21-acre Balaji Temple 
complex - which is the biggest in Eu¬ 
rope - now look set to be given the 
green light by Sandwell Council. 

They set out a scheme to construct 
a 15-metre tall building, which would 
house a festival chariot and build a 
processional route around the site in 
Dudley Road East. 

A report for the meeting concludes: 
“I am of the opinion that the pro¬ 
posed chariot house is of a suitable 
design according with relevant de¬ 
sign policy. At the time of writing it 
is not anticipated that the proposed 
works would impede or obstruct any 
part of the proposed public right of 
way.” 

The temple has grown in the past 
15 years to become the largest Hindu 
temple of its kind in Europe, accord¬ 
ing to the planning application. 

A design and access statement 
submitted as part of the application 
states: “The processional route and 
the chariot house building will pro¬ 
vide facilities required to be able to 
hold a traditional Hindu festival Ra- 
tha-Yatra.” 


Parents join 
forces over 
bullies fear 


CONCERNED parents have formed 
a campaign group about alleged 
bullying at a school - despite boss¬ 
es insisting they don’t tolerate such 
behaviour. 

The group, founded by parents of 
children who attend Thorns Com¬ 
munity College, in Quarry Bank, has 
been set up to advise and support 
parents and pupils who say they are 
subject to bullies. Calling themselves 
PABAT, which stands for Parents 
Against Bullying at Thorns, they 
currently have around 15 parents 
who meet once a month. 

A member of the group, who did 
not wish to be named, said they had 
feared for their child’s safety fol¬ 
lowing alleged physical and mental 
bullying at the Stockwell Avenue 
school. They explained: “This group 
was set up in November last year 
in response to the school’s seem¬ 
ingly failed attempts to deal with 
instances of bullying.” 

However, principal Andy Cox said 
that Thorns was a ‘warm and wel¬ 
coming’ school that did not tolerate 
bullying. He added: “Like all schools, 
we have occasional issues and these 
are dealt with swiftly and appropri¬ 
ately.” 


Inconsiderate 

The association said council represent¬ 
atives only had concerns for a ‘very brief 
period’ of the week around busy Friday 
prayers. They claimed this amounted to a 
shortfall of around 21 spaces. 

But the council’s highway department 
last year also opposed the new centre, 
claiming it would lead to ‘illegal and incon¬ 
siderate’ parking. Other reasons for objec¬ 
tions listed in the report include ‘too many 
mosques in the area’ and it being ‘contrary 
to the tradition and character of the area’. 

When the project is completed, addi¬ 
tional floor space would be created inside 
and as part of an extension to the rear of 
the present site. The old building would 
be renovated inside and outside and would 
accommodate a large prayer room, class¬ 
rooms, administrative offices and a mul¬ 
ti-purpose community space. 

The plans for the community centre 
come after a controversial planned mosque 
in Dudley sparked an angry demonstration 
by the English Defence League. 



Bags of help for 
charity riders 


Baggies fan Dave Heeley and Steve Dugmore with their Albion spon¬ 
sored tandem. The pair will cycle on from Carrow Road to the Hawthorns 


Blind Dave gears up 


BLIND Dave will be powered by a 
blue and white army when he takes 
on a charity trial - on a Baggies 
bike. Dave Heeley will be joining 
his Baggies hero Bob Taylor for a 
cycling challenge. 

Dave is among 30 riders signed 
up to take on this year’s Baggies 
Bike Challenge - a 180-mile cycle 
rideg. The team is journeying from 
Carrow Road, home of Norwich 
City, arriving back at The Haw¬ 
thorns on Saturday. Officials at 
Albion have sponsored his themed 
tandem bike and Dave will be riding 
with friend Steve Dugmore. Cash 
raised is going to the The Albion 
Foundation charity. 

“It is going to be brilliant - I 
don’t know what they will think 


when we turn up with this Albion 
bike at Carrow Road,” said Dave, 
54. “It’s fantastic to have Bob along 
too.” 

As soon as Dave finishes the 
cycle it will be time to jump back in 
the pool in training for the Escape 
From Alcatraz triathlon in June. 

Dave’s tandem was assembled by 
staff at iCycle, a Cycling shop lo¬ 
cated in Bearwood. iCycle is part of 
Queen Alexandra College’s Enter¬ 
prises that raises money for people 
with disabilities. 

To sponsor Dave in the Baggies 
Bike Challenge or the Escape to 
Alcatraz, visit www.justgiving. 
com/blinddaveAlcatraz or can text 
“WBAF25 £3.00” to 70070 to do¬ 
nate £3. 


CAMPAIGN 

Leader demands 
court move meet 

THE leader of Sandwell Council has de¬ 
manded a meeting with Justice Secretary 
Michael Gove over the impending closure 
of the borough’s magistrates court. 

It was announced last month that the 
court was set for the axe along with another 
83 across the country. The Government 
said the court is too underused to justify 
remaining open but council leader Darren 
Cooper has not given up hope of saving 
the court. Councillor Cooper said: “Justice 
needs to be done in Sandwell - and this 
is not going to happen by moving cases 
to Walsall. 

EASTER 

Reindeer riding in 
for half term fun 

YOUNG children visiting Sandwell 
Park Farm will hear how Santa has 
sent them a special present in time for 
Easter - two young reindeer. 

A special competition is being or¬ 
ganised to enable youngsters to name 
the two new arrivals. Councillor Maria 
Crompton, said: “We are expecting a 
lot of interest in children wanting to get 
a sight of the new reindeer.” 

A number of activities will be tak¬ 
ing place at Sandwell Valley over the 
Easter holidays, including a craft fair. 

CRIME 

Police appeal issued 
on passenger attack 

A 67-YEAR-OLD man was attacked while 
boarding a bus at Wednesbury bus station, 
prompting a police appeal. 

The man was pulled to the floor as he 
boarded the 47a bus in Holyhead Road at 
around 4.20pm on February 29. He was 
then kicked and punched multiple times. 
He suffered a broken cheek bone. 

Anyone who has information is asked 
to contact Det Sgt Leighton Shingles at 
Smethwick police station on 101 or email 
contactus@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
Alternatively contact Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 
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The man 
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head-on 



Baggies stars step up for Sport Relief 



James Chester, Darren Fletcher, Craig Gardner, 
Claudio Yacob and Stephane Sessegnon 


WEST Bromwich Albion foot¬ 
ballers showed their support for 
Sport Relief in a bid to encour¬ 
age everyone across the West 
Midlands to get involved with 
this year’s charity effort which is 
taking place over the weekend. 

Baggies starts donned their 
Sport Relief T-shirts in the hope 
that people across the region will 
be spurred on to join in the fun, 
games and fundraising and sign 
up for their local Sport Relief 
Games on Sunday. 


Midfielder Craig Gardner said: 
“We’re really proud to be doing 
our bit for Sport Relief, it’s such 
a great cause and we’re happy to 
be supporting it. 

“Now all we need is for every¬ 
one to sign up for the Games 
and help fundraise, come on Bir¬ 
mingham!” 

For Sport Relief 2014, the 
generous people of the West Mid¬ 
lands raised and donated almost 
£2 million to help transform peo¬ 
ple’s lives across the UK and the 


world’s poorest communities. 

This money has helped fund 
more than 180 projects right 
here in the region. 

From Friday to Sunday the 
Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Games 
are back and the whole of the 
West Midlands will walk, run, 
swim or cycle itself proud to 
raise vital cash to help people 
living incredibly tough lives. 

Find out where your local mile 
is and sign up now at sportrelief. 
com/events 


Albion fans sought in 
coin-throwin 


THESE West Bromwich Albion 
fans are being sought by police 
investigating a coin-throwing at¬ 
tack on Albion’s Chris Brunt. 

Thames Valley Police has released 
three images of people who ‘may have 
information about incidents of disor¬ 
der and coin-throwing’. 

A teenager from Shropshire has already 
been arrested and bailed in connection with 
the trouble. 

The 17-year-old male was arrested on 
suspicion of assault and throwing a mis¬ 
sile in a football area after Brunt had a 50p 
coin thrown at him as ugly scenes marred 
the Baggies’ 3-1 FA Cup defeat at Reading 
last month. The suspect has been bailed by 
Thames Valley Police until April 1. 

Brunt suffered a cut under his left eye 
after the coin was thrown at him by one of 
his own team’s supporters. 

New images show Albion fans scuffling 
among themselves while a group is also 
shown directing abuse towards Brunt after 
he made his way to the away end to give his 
shirt away. Faces can clearly be seen, giving 
investigators hope someone will recognise 
them. 

Anonymously 

A force spokesman said: “If you are one 
of these people or if you recognise them and 
have not yet contacted the police then please 
call us as a matter of urgency as you may 
have information which is vital to our in¬ 
vestigation into the incidents at the match. 

“Please call 101 ask for Thames Valley 
Police and quote reference number 1307 
of February 20. If you do not wish to speak 
to police you can contact the independent 
charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111. No personal details are taken, 
information is not traced or recorded and 
you will not go to court.” 

Brunt, who has since suffered heartbreak 
after being ruled out of playing at Euro 2016 
with Northern Ireland through injury, was 
visibly angry after being struck and went to 
confront fans before being pulled away by 
teammate Darren Fletcher. 

He said he could have been blinded by the 
attack. Boss Tony Pulis also strongly con¬ 
demned the attack. Brunt, who is Albion’s 
longest-serving player having been at the 
club since 2007, called the act disgusting 
and said it was the first time he had been 
ashamed of Albion supporters. 



Flashpoint - an image which has been released showing fans during the defeat against Reading 


Parking charges to rise at hospitals 


PARKING charges at Sandwell, 
City and Rowley Regis hospitals 
will rise by up to 16 per cent from 
next month under new plans. 

Hospital bosses are considering 
four options ranging from a lOp 
increase to a 30p increase per time 
slot at the Sandwell and City sites. 

While options for increases at 
Rowley Regis range from 20p to 
40p. Residents will be given the 
chance to have their say on the 
proposals before a final decision 


is made. Healthwatch Sandwell, 
which holds the hospital trust to 
account, said it was ‘disappointed’ 
by the plans. 

But chief nurse Colin Ovington 
said the decision to raise charges 
followed the trust having addi¬ 
tional maintenance and security 
charges for its car parks. 

If the smallest increase of lOp is 
introduced at Sandwell and City 
hospitals, it will see charges rise to 
£2.70 to park for an hour, £3.70 for 


two hours, £4.20 for three hours 
and £4.70 for four hours. A 24-hour 
stay will cost £5.20. The largest in¬ 
crease put before the board is 30p,. 
The increases range from one to 11 
per cent. 

While at Rowley Regis the small¬ 
est increase of 20p will see fees rise 
to £2.70 for six hours and £5.20 
for up to 24 hours. The largest in¬ 
crease of 40p will see fees rise to 
£2.90 for six hours and £5.40 for 
24 hours. 


Accounting 
for the next 
chapter as 
boss retires 

HE was raised and schooled in the heart 
of the Black Country before making it to 
the top in his career - as boss of account¬ 
ing firm PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

But Ian Powell, who joined the firm in 
1977 straight from Wolverhampton Pol¬ 
ytechnic, is now stepping down after 39 
years at the company. 

His time with the company has seen 
him lead it through the global financial 
crisis and expand into specialist areas 
such as cyber security and data analyt¬ 
ics. 

Mr Powell, a former Sedgley school¬ 
boy, will step down from his role in the 
summer, having served two four year 
terms at the helm of the partnership. 

Having risen up the accountancy 
ranks to be made partner in 1991, 14 
years after joining, he made his name 
working on high-profile corporate re¬ 
structurings, including the collapse of 
MG Rover. 

He said: “I had a phrase right from the 
start - responsible, profitable growth. 

“I said I intended to invest long and 
hard into the recession. 

“The partners were great, they were 
really supportive. 

“We provided stable partner earnings 
and that was after investing a lot of 
money, into other areas. 

“But the biggest investment really has 
been in our people. “We’ve grown every 
year in people terms.” 

The firm has added 5,000 jobs since 
2008, however no plans have been re¬ 
vealed as of yet regarding who will re¬ 
place Mr Powell. 

Society helps 
dreams charity 

STAFF at the Tipton and Coseley Build¬ 
ing Society will play a part in helping 
to make dreams come true for seriously 
and terminally-ill children. 

The society has announced Promise 
Dreams as it 2016 charity partner. 

Promise Dreams, whose patrons in¬ 
clude former Wolves star Steve Bull, 
television presenter Suzi Perry and 
footballer Don Goodman, helps children 
from birth to 18. Amy Johnson, a co-or¬ 
dinator at Promise Dreams, said: “With¬ 
out the support of people in the local 
community we quite simply would not 
be able to create so many magical smiles 
for our special families.” 

Lee Judson, the Tipton’s general 
manager sales and marketing, said: “We 
have a jam-packed calendar of fundrais¬ 
ing activities planned.” 

Delays warning 
on busy route 

DRIVERS have been warned to expect 
delays on a busy route in Smethwick 
with roadworks taking place. Tempo¬ 
rary traffic lights will be in place on 
Windmill Lane, close to the roundabout 
which joins Soho Way. Workers from Na¬ 
tional Grid will be connecting supplies. 
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New grant 
will help 
households 
beat cold 

NEARLY 100 Sandwell households 
are set to benefit from new or im¬ 
proved central heating systems 
thanks to a £100,000 grant secured by 
the council from national fuel poverty 
charity - National Energy Action. 

The grant is to be shared across two 
projects as part of the council’s drive 
to tackle fuel poverty and allows for 
local trials of innovative energy-sav¬ 
ing products. Residents living in 10 
homes will benefit from the first pro¬ 
ject which will see special gas central 
heating boilers fitted which also gen¬ 
erate a small amount of electricity for 
use in the home. 

Householders receive a small pay¬ 
ment for each unit of electricity pro¬ 
duced. The second project sees the 
installation of hi-tech control systems 
to existing gas central heating sys¬ 
tems in around 87 homes so they op¬ 
erate more efficiently. 

Jenny Saunders, OBE and chief 
executive of National Energy Ac¬ 
tion, said: “This is a new and excit¬ 
ing programme for NEA. We know 
that the solutions to tackling fuel 
poverty require innovation and need 
to be tailored to local communities.” 
Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for regeneration and economic 
investment, said: “We are delighted 
to be awarded this grant, following a 
rigorous selection process.” 

Sandwell’s Energy Switch scheme 
allows residents to use the council’s 
website to access competitive details 
for gas and electricity supplies. 

More information at www. sand well. 
gov.uk/energyswitch 

Bowie material 
to play a Blinder 

NEVER-BEFORE-HEARD music 
from David Bowie could feature in the 
new series of Peaky Blinders. 

Writer Steven Knight has dropped 
a huge hint that original music from 
the late star could feature in the show, 
which is filmed largely at the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

Bowie recorded some of his final 
music for Peaky Blinders before he 
died in January, after which Knight 
said: “More of that to come.” The 
writer has also revealed that the 
music icon was a ‘huge fan’ of the hit 
BBC2 drama. 

The soundtrack for Peaky Blinders 
has achieved a cult following with the 
likes of Nick Cave, The White Stripes, 
PJ Harvey, Royal Blood and Arctic 
Monkeys having all contributed. 

Museum is in the 
running for award 

THE Black Country Living Museum 
is in the running for an award at the 
Museum and Heritage Show in May. 
It has been nominated in the trading 
and enterprise category. The show 
will be at Olympia in London. 


All a-Bard for airport installation 

A WARM Shakespeare welcome will eluding the Royal Shakespeare Com- year, this is a fantastic opportunity 
be given to passengers arriving at Bir- pany, Kenilworth Castle, Warwick for Shakespeare’s England to show- 
mingham Airport, following the un- Castle, Leamington Spa and Shake- case some of the world class visitor 
veiling of a new installation to greet speare’s Family Houses - which have attractions that its members provide, 
the millions of visitors arriving into all supported the campaign. “This presence will generate in- 

the region through ‘Shakespeare’s It is just one of a number of exhibi- creased awareness of Shakespeare’s 
Airport’ each year. tions and events which Shakespeare’s England and with it, help to promote 

In partnership with destination England is co-ordinating in the region the equally impressive range of res- 
management organisation Shake- to mark 400 years since the death of taurants, theatre, overnight accom- 
speare’s England, the new artwork the playwright. modation and many other attractions 

is located in the arrivals pier of the Geoff Spooner, chairman of Shake- in this outstanding region.” 
terminal building. speare’s England and general man- Shakespeare’s England is the major 

It aims to give visitors a taste of ager of Warwick Castle, said: “With tourism promotion organisation for 
what the region can offer, showcasing over 10 million passengers passing the Stratford-on-Avon area, a pub- 
the range of tourist attractions in- through Birmingham Airport every lie-private sector partnership. 

Care home approval 
likely for baths site 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Alfie Birds venue 
shutting down 

A FASHIONABLE and popular music 
venue in Digbeth is set to close after 
it announced ‘overheads under tough 
conditions’. 

Alfie Bird and 
monly referred 
to as Alfie Birds, 
confirmed it 
will close with 
immediate ef¬ 
fect. 

In a state¬ 
ment, written 
by management 
on their Face- 
book page, it 
said: “It is with a heavy heart that we 
at Alfie Bird & The Oobleck need to 
admit defeat in our ongoing challenge 
to get a live music venue within The 
Custard Factory to work for the long 
term and as of immediately the venue 
will be closed permanently.” 

Free workshop 
call to families 


The Oobleck, com- 



The city venue 


PLANS to build a new care home on 
the site of the old Tipton baths are 
due to be approved today. 

The site, on Queens Road, has been 
bought by Select Healthcare Develop¬ 
ments, which plans to build a two storey 
29-bedroom home for those requiring 
complex care. 

The company currently operates around 27 
homes in the West Midlands area. 

A report to the council states: “The care 
home would provide 29 bedrooms with associ¬ 
ated support facilities. 

“Car parking and servicing would be served 
from both Queens Road and Manor Road incor¬ 
porating 19 parking spaces and goods deliveries 
areas. 

“Overall there would be 31 staff, which 
would be made up of 21 staff in the day and 10 
staff at night.” 

The proposal is due to be approved at a meet¬ 
ing today, Thursday. 

Peter Cooke, managing director of Select 
Healthcare Developments, said the new care 
home would cater for stroke and brain injury 
patients. 

Purchased 

He said: “The Tipton Baths have been de¬ 
molished, we have filled all the mine shafts in 
and we are ready to start building once permis¬ 
sion is approved. 

“It is going to provide local jobs. It’s going to 
be around 31 jobs so it as got to be good and it 
is probably in an area where people can walk 
to work.” 

The baths were replaced by the £8m Tipton 
Leisure Centre in 2013 on the corner of Alex¬ 
andra Road and Thursfield Road. 

The baths were built on the land during 
1933. 

Back in 2011 Tipton Civic Society bosses 
argued the land was originally purchased for 
the creation of Victoria Park by the old Tip- 
ton Urban District Council, which declared at 
a meeting on December 28, 1897, that it was 
‘to be a free gift to the inhabitants of Tipton to 
be maintained as a public park and recreation 
ground forever’. 

Back in 2011 when it was initially proposed 
that the pool should be demolished, Tipton 
Civic Society urged the council to reconsider 
and turn it into a community facility. 

Bosses at the society argued the building had 
potential. 



Riding high to raise hospice cash 


Gary Smith and Shereen Ballintine seen during the event when it was held last year 


PEOPLE can join a charity cycle 
ride around a Birmingham res¬ 
ervoir to help raise much-needed 
funds for a hospice. 

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice, 
which supports 1,200 patients in 
the city and Sandwell, has organ¬ 
ised the Ride the Reservoir chal¬ 
lenge for this Sunday. 

The event, now in its second 
year, is set up for cyclists of all 
ages and levels to join in. 

Last year’s event raised more 
than over £10,000 to deliver 
much-needed Hospice care. Riders 
able to choose between two scenic 


routes for the challenge starting 
at King Edward VI Five Ways 
School, in Birmingham. 

Cyclists can either take ‘The 
Family Route’ - a 8.6 mile cycle 
around the reservoir and into the 
leafy suburbs of Bartley Green or 
‘Tour De Bartley Green’ - a 37 
mile hilly challenge starting in 
Bartley Green and extending into 
Frankley, Romsley, Chaddesley 
Corbett, Barnt Green and back to 
the reservoir. 

The route incorporates Frank¬ 
ley Beeches, Romsley Hill and the 
Lickey Hills. 


Cyclists will be supplied with 
refreshments and mechanical 
support throughout the challenge 
as well as a commemorative gift at 
the finish line. 

The event is approved by Brit¬ 
ish Cycling -the national gov¬ 
erning body for cycling in Great 
Britain. 

Lucy Watkins, Events Manager 
at Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
said: “The support we had for our 
first ‘Ride the Reservoir’ was fan¬ 
tastic and we’re delighted to bring 
it back for 2016. 

More than 100 cyclists have 


A FREE St Patrick’s Day family 
workshop takes place on Saturday at 
the Fab Lab at Sandwell Arts Cafe. 

West Bromwich’s exciting new tech¬ 
nology centre will be opening up its 
doors at the Central Sixth Campus of 
the college in New Street from 11am 
to 1.30pm. Youngsters will be able to 
colour and make their own pop up 
rainbow, complete with a pot of gold 
and leprechaun at the end of it, using 
all the latest technology. 

No experience or booking is neces¬ 
sary, families can just turn up. The 
workshop is suitable for children aged 
over four. 

Presley's bar in 
opening changes 

A BAR will be allowed to stay open 
until the early hours of the morning, 
despite concerns being raised about 
rowdy behaviour. 

Presley’s Bar in High Street, Crad- 
ley Heath will now be able to say open 
until 1.30am between Thursday and 
Saturday and 12.30am the rest of the 
week. The venue can now also play 
music until 12.30am between Thurs¬ 
day and Saturday and an hour earlier 
the rest of the week. 

Cradley Heath Councillor Julie 
Webb had protested about the 
changes, but they were still allowed. 

Canolbeer marks 
choir's 50th year 

A BIRMINGHAM brewery is creating 
a new beer to mark the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the city’s Canoldir Male Choir. 

Canolbeer from Two Towers Brew¬ 
ery will be ready for when the choir 
marks its 50th year with a concert of 
nearly 400 massed Welsh voices. 

The choir will be joined by members 
of Bridgend, Cardiff Arms Park, Pon- 
tarddulais and Dunvant male voice 
choirs as well as Four Oaks Cluster 
Choir for the concert in Birmingham 
Town Hall on May 7 at 6pm. 
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Site REPAIRS 

Sk 

[ AT LAST! A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST AND RELY ON 


We offer a complete repair 
service on all uPVC Windows, 
Doors & Conservatories 


BROKEN or MISTED 
DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS 
REPLACED 




ialists 


Call now for your FREE quote 
(\\\ 01922 648732 
V 07412 766665 

Head Office 59 New Forrest Road, Walsall WS31TR 

www.elite-property-services.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5815270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



Q Family business established over 25 years 
©Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we are 
here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

0 All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0) Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 

ntteaLHomiEcairE 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 
Other Times By Appointment 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 


MORE things misheard. A reader swears 
her father-in-law came out of hospital hav¬ 
ing had a sirloin drip. 

ON hearing the above, another reader 
asked: “Are you sure it was a sirloin drip? 
Might it have been a saline trip?” 

MOST memorable TV quote of the week 
came from Delia’s Welsh mother, begin¬ 
ning to suspect her daughter is a lesbian, 
in Call the Midwife (BBC1): “I am not an 
unsophisticated woman. I have been to 
Jersey.” 

I SUGGESTED recently that the £50,000 
warning signs installed at our local ford 
would do nothing to stop idiots trying to 
drive through. Sure enough, the recent 
downpours delivered the usual crop of 
stranded cars and drivers punching their 
dashboards as their ruined engines spout¬ 
ed steam. The only way to stop people 
chancing their luck in a flooded ford is to 
tow an old banger into the water and leave 
it half-submerged. They’ll get the mes¬ 
sage. 

SHOCK, horror! The Daily Mail reveals 
that when the debate on gay marriage 
began, the Queen was against it. So how 
many 88-year-old people were in favour? 



I HAVE no idea whether the Queen wants 
us in or out of the EU. But there is the is¬ 
sue of her dignity. Under UK law we are 
subjects, she is the monarch and her title 
is “Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of 
God of the United Kingdom of Great Brit¬ 


ain and Northern Ire- 



purposes, is “Mrs E Windsor.” 


land and of Her 
other Realms 
and Territories 
Queen, Head 
of the Com¬ 
monwealth , 
Defender of the 
Faith.” Under 
EU law we are 
all equal citi¬ 
zens and her 
title, for voting 


JOHN Longworth was forced to resign 
as director of the British Chambers of 
Commerce for supporting Britain quitting 
the EU. This allegedly compromised the 
BCC’s neutral stance on the issue. So 
what if Longworth had spoken in favour of 
staying in the EU? Do you suspect for a 
moment that anyone would have batted an 
eyelid? Of course not. If you support the 
EU you may shout it from the rooftops. If 
you say it’s time to quit, wait for the knock 
at the door. Hang on. I hear a knock . . . 


I MUST have missed something in the 
report about a Scottish boy being stabbed 
to death in his school. The court heard that 
his 16-year-old killer frequently brought 
knives and other weapons into school and 
staff had spoken to him “once or twice.” 
And that’s it? Why did nobody tell the 
police that he was in possession of an 
offensive weapon and let the law take its 
course? 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


more parking at 


Call for 



Cradley Heath Train Station car park 


COUNCILLORS have called for im¬ 
provements to the car park near Cra¬ 
dley Heath railway station in order 
to resolve a ‘massive problem’. 

Residents are impacted by com¬ 
muters using the station who park 
in neighbouring streets, clogging 
them up. 

According to ward councillors, 
their efforts to get extra parking 
spaces built to help lessen the prob¬ 
lem have fallen on deaf ears at trans¬ 
port authority Centro. 

Speaking at a full council meeting, 
Councillor Anne Shackleton said: 


“Parking at Cradley Heath station 
is a massive problem and I think my 
fellow councillors would agree with 
me. Residents are really affected on a 
daily basis and the three ward coun¬ 
cillors spend a considerable amount 
of our time addressing the issues cre¬ 
ated. I counted 104 vehicles parked 
in an area opposite the station where 
they pay £2 a day. 

“If that land - which we believe 
will soon by developed for housing - 
isn’t used I don’t know where we will 
be in relation to car parking issues at 
the station.” Councillor Shackleton 


station 

claimed that Centro had refused to 
buy a new car park which would have 
helped ease the congestion. 

Council leader Councillor Dar¬ 
ren Cooper promised to take up the 
matter with the integrated transport 
authority. 

He said: “I know parking has been 
a problem in and around that area.” 

Cradley Heath and Old Hill ward 
Councillor John Tipper said: “The 
station is well used which is ob¬ 
viously good but there’s just not 
enough parking there to deal with 
the number of cars.” 


A quarter in borough 
drowning due to debt 


Report by Richard Guttridge 

ONE in four people in Sandwell are drown¬ 
ing in debt according to a new report which 
has named the borough as England’s debt 
hotspot. 

Families are struggling with financial 
difficulties more than anywhere else in the 
country, the Money Advice Service said. 

According to its findings, a quarter of 
people in Sandwell - which works out to 
around 80,000 people - are struggling to 
keep on top of their bills. 

As part of the study, people were classed 
as in debt if they had either fallen behind 
with their bills in at least three of the last 
six months or are worried about the impact 
debt is having on their lives. 

MP for Warley John Spellar believes the 
borough is suffering from the collapse of 
the manufacturing industry and the legacy 
of the recession which means many families 
were stuck in a ‘debt cycle’. 

He also complained sky-high energy 
prices were hitting the poorest hardest. 

The Labour MP said: “Until the economy 
properly picks up it will be difficult for peo¬ 
ple to get out of the debt cycle. 

Difficulties 

“You will often find with these studies 
where Sandwell is low down that it is ac¬ 
tually very small percentage difference to 
those in the middle but essentially the shut 
down of so much manufacturing means 
Sandwell has suffered for a long time with 
unemployment. 

“There is clearly significant problems 
and I am pleased the energy regulator has 
highlighted the problems with pre-paid me¬ 
tres and the difficulties this is giving peo¬ 
ple. It is quite ridiculous that the poorest 
people in society are having to pay higher 
energy bills per unit used. It’s a complete 
distortion of the way things should be.” 

Unsurprisingly, debt problems were 
found to increase for people who had chil¬ 
dren. Families which have to care for three 
or more children were found to be the most 
hard up. 

The findings come just months after 
Sandwell was ranked as the third worst in 
the UK for education deprivation, fourth 
worst for income deprivation and fifth 
worst for employment deprivation. 

People in Blaenau Gwent and Merthyr 
Tydfil in South Wales were also found to be 
struggling with debt at a similar rate. 



Junior doctors seen gathering outside Sandwell Hospital during the latest strike over proposed contracts 


‘THE Government thinks they can just ignore us 
and we’ll go away’ - the words of junior doctors in 
the Black Country who haven taken strike action 
again over the proposed contracts to be introduced by 
health secretary Jeremy Hunt. 

Despite the torrential rain, dozens of doctors stood 
at picket lines at Wolverhampton’s New Cross Hos¬ 
pital, Sandwell Hospital and Dudley’s Russells Hall 
Hospital. The two-day strike follows protests that 
took place on January 12 and February 10 this year, 
with further picket lines planned from April 4 to 6 and 
April 26 to 28. 

At Sandwell Hospital, fourth year specialist trainee 
Catherine McGrath said: “The Government thinks 
they can just ignore us and we’ll go away. But people 


are realising more and more how harmful the new 
contracts will be. The people making the decisions 
don’t seem to understand how the NHS operates” 
The prospect of the new contracts being introduced 
has, according to junior doctors, led to a drop in mo¬ 
rale, with many looking to work abroad instead of 
stumping up further costs to train in the UK. 

Mark Winchester, aged 25, a core training doctor in 
psychiatry, said at the picket at Russells Hall: “Jer¬ 
emy Hunt should be working for us, not against us. 
It’s insulting to impose this contract.” 

If implemented, the contracts would see all 45,000 
junior doctors in the UK contracted to work what was 
previously deemed ‘unsociable hours’ but for a lesser 
rate, as if they were normal, sociable hours. 


Heat is on 
for Glynn's 
culinary 
spectacular 

MICHELIN starred chef Glynn Pur¬ 
nell will open the doors of his Friday 
Night Kitchen on October 7 at Villa 
Park’s Holte Suite to raise funds for 
Cure Leukaemia. 

The ‘Yummy 
Brummie’ will 
be joined by 
X-Factor win¬ 
ner Sam Bailey 
to assist with 
the cooking 
along with 
other celebrities 
for more than 400 guests. 

Tickets are now on sale for the live 
cooking event hosted by television 
presenter Suzanne Virdee and Heart 
West Midlands presenter Ed James. 

The night will include guests dis¬ 
cussing and cooking their favourite 
dishes with Glynn before the audience 
enjoy the dishes themselves. 

The one and only raffle prize on 
the night will give guests the chance 
to win a meal cooked at home by 
Glynn and his Purnell’s team for up 
to six people. Cure Leukaemia trus¬ 
tee Glynn is hoping to have raised 
£150,000 after Glynn Purnell’s Friday 
Night Kitchen this year. 

“I cannot wait to welcome Sam 
and other guests to my Friday Night 
Kitchen this October. I’m looking for¬ 
ward to hearing about her favourite 
food, so I can think up some delicious 
recipes for everyone on the night. I’m 
delighted with the way the event has 
grown over the last two years and 
proud to have helped raise such a phe¬ 
nomenal figure for Cure Leukaemia. 
I can promise that it will be another 
night full of fun, laughs, amazing 
music and, of course, great food,” he 
said. 

Tickets cost £135 per person and 
VIP tickets £155. Tables of 10 can be 
secured for £1,350 and VIP tables for 
£1,550 from www.GPFNK.co.uk 

Buzz by Fuzzbox 
singer for school 

PUPILS at a Rowley Regis special 
school have been inspired to write a 
song promoting equality after work¬ 
ing with the lead singer of an 80s pop 
band. 

ViX Perks, from the group Fuzzbox, 
has been working with youngsters 
from The Westminster School. 

The school was chosen as a best 
practice school as part of the national 
‘educate and celebrate’ programme. 

The project equips and empowers 
school communities to tackle and re¬ 
duce homophobic, biphobic and trans¬ 
phobic bullying. 

Pupils were selected to take part in 
a number of song writing workshops 
with ViX, and compose a song raising 
awareness of the impact of bullying 
on the lives of others. The group also 
got the chance to record the song in 
a professional studio and produce a 
CD and performed the song live at the 
Midlands Showcase event in at Mat¬ 
thew Boulton College in Birmingham. 





CALL NOW 
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CALL NOW 

8 FLAT WINDOWS 
2 DOORS-AMAZING PRICES 


CONSERVATORIES NOW AVAILABLE 

MANUFACTURERS OF uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 


WHITE BI-FOLD DOORS patio and french doors fitted - 


SUPPLIED & FITTED 


Ao££ORDABLE 

WINDOWS&DOORS 


CALL NOW 


A Rainbow through the clouds... 
Looking after Clients for 15 years 


|fensa| 


m: 07710 434223 


All work project managed from start to finish 


NEW Plumbers Merchant offers a 
FREE hot or cold 
sandwich with EVERY ORDER!* 


Visit our new showroom to see 
our wide range of products on 
plumbing, heating, hardware 
products, baths, 
taps, showers. 


©a than© (iMccxifliCaiB 

V°IE VilteUPu" <3°) EEEIl [111182558 


Unit 22, Imex Business Park, 

Fisher Street (near Pure Gym), , /“ 

Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 8XE '• 

0121 364 9292 E 

* terms and conditions apply 



G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 


From £699 inc VAT 
Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 

















































New group 
to tackle 
violence 
and gangs 

VIOLENCE and gangs in the West 
Midlands will be tackled by a new 
group put together by Police and 
Crime Commissioner David Jamie¬ 
son. 

The ‘Commission on Gangs and Vi¬ 
olence’ will bring together represent¬ 
atives from across the community, 
the public and voluntary sectors, who 
will produce a six month report on 
how they believe the issues should be 
approached. The decision to form the 
group follows on from concerns raised 
by local communities, with the PCC 
pledging he will not move backwards 
on the issues of gangs and violence. 

He said: “We are determined that 
we do not go back to where we a dec¬ 
ade ago. Violence is unacceptable and 
we all need to work together to make 
sure that we don’t go backwards on 
this crucial issue. Excellent work has 
been done by the police, but in par¬ 
ticular by the community. That work 
has driven gun crime down and made 
our streets safer. 

“This Commission will review that 
work and make recommendations on 
what needs to be done in future to en¬ 
sure that this spike in gun crime does 
not become a trend again.” 

The PCC also claims that arrest¬ 
ing people who are involved in gang 
violence is only a temporary solution 
and if this group can get to the core of 
the issues surrounding such violence, 
they will have a long lasting impact on 
the welfare of communities. 

He said: “A robust police response 
is necessary, but we cannot arrest our 
way out of this problem.” 

Images of city 
will be captured 

EXHIBITIONS and photograph 
walks and tutorials will form part of 
Capture Birmingham on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The photography and arts event 
is taking place across the city and it 
aimed at both amateur and profes¬ 
sional photographers who will be able 
to explore and photograph areas of the 
city that are not always accessible to 
the public. 

The National Geographic Traveller 
Photography Competition Exhibition 
is being staged by CEWE Photobooks 
at Hotel Du Vin in the city centre. 

The National Exhibition Centre 
will host its own ‘instameet’ in cele¬ 
bration of its 40th birthday.The full 
programme can be viewed at www. 
captur ebirmingham. org 

Health on agenda 
at public meeting 

HEALTHWATCH Sandwell holds a 
public meeting to discuss hospital 
trust updates at the Salvation Army, 
Meredith Street, Cradley Heath on 
Monday, starting at 10.30am. To book 
call 0121 569 7210. 


West Bromwich landmark sold for £8m 



The town building 


A LANDMARK 11-storey building in the 
centre of West Bromwich has changed 
hands for £8 million. West Plaza in High 
Street, which houses an 85-bedroom Pre¬ 
mier Inn, has been bought by property in¬ 
vestment company Real Estate Investors. 

REI, which has its head office in Col- 
more Row, Birmingham, already has its 
administrative offices on the eighth floor 
of West Plaza. It has bought the building 
from BW Estates. 

The 87,929 sq ft building is next to 
Metro Court, a 26,000 sq ft office building 
which REI previously bought in December 
2008. Premier Inn occupies the bottom six 


floors of West Plaza, comprising 48,551 sq 
ft at a current rent of £310,000 with a rent 
review due in April 2016. Total rental in¬ 
come of the building is £656,050, with an 
estimated rental value of £712,918. Occu¬ 
pancy is at 91.6 per cent with the remain¬ 
ing vacant space currently under offer. 

Business tycoon Paul Bassi, the eldest 
son of a Black Country foundry worker, 
who is REI’s chief executive, said: “With 
REI already owning Metro Court, it made 
sense to acquire West Plaza and capital¬ 
ise on the marriage value and residential 
potential.” REI has also agreed to buy a 
modern two-storey office building, Bound¬ 


ary House in Wythall Green Way, Wythall, 
Birmingham for £2.45m. 

The building of 21,294 sq ft has 117 car 
parking spaces and is close to junction 3 of 
the M42, with access via the A435. 

The high specification offices are fully 
let to Grafton Group (UK) on three leases. 

Since taking the first lease in 2013, 
the company has expanded to occupy 
the whole building on a current rental of 
£243,547 per annum. 

Mr Bass said: “This is an excellent addi¬ 
tion to our growing portfolio and provides 
immediate income at a purchase price that 
we feel offers good prospects.” 


'Catastrophic' injuries 
after post fell off lorry 



The scene after the woman was struck by a metal post which fell off the back of a lorry as it turned a corner 


A WOMAN suffered ‘catastrophic’ inju¬ 
ries when she was hit by a metal post 
that broke free from a passing lorry’s 
insecure load. 

The blow caused complex fractures to 
mother-of-two Miss Su Zhen Qiu’s skull base, 
right eye socket, cheekbone and shoulder, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court was told. 

She was walking down the footpath alongside 
Bescot Road, Walsall, when the seven-and-a-half 
ton flatbed truck driven by Barry Thornton turned 
right from the carriageway into Wallows Road. 

This caused a strap to come loose, allowing the 
load of metal to shift and two gate posts to swing 
free, the court heard. 

One scraped along a building while the other hit 
Miss Qiu on the head and shoulder, knocking her 
to the ground, revealed Mr Howard Searle, prose¬ 
cuting. 

The lorry continued for another 50 yards be¬ 
fore 52-year-old Thornton realised something 
was wrong with the load that had been carried for 
barely a mile before coming loose on his truck. 

Hospital 

Mr Searle continued: “The driver then became 
aware that he had struck somebody and went to 
help tend to her.” 

The single mother, whose children are aged 
seven and five and who speaks little English, spent 
almost 11 weeks in hospital after the incident - 
which occurred on June 22 last year and has had 
an appalling impact on her life, the court heard. 

Experienced lorry driver Thornton had worked 
for 16 years for steel fabricators FastLine - whose 
base in Pleck he had just left with the two posts and 
metal gate on the back of his flatbed truck. 

They had been tied on top of two pallets of dif¬ 
ferent sizes holding metal which had been collected 
from another company earlier in the journey. 

He was responsible for ensuring the safety of the 
goods being carried on his truck even though other 
staff had helped load the vehicle. 

Experts later ruled that the load was badly put 
together and dangerously insecure. 

The company have since received a Health and 
Safety Executive warning - a rough equivalent of 
a criminal caution - over the way it’s lorries were 
loaded, continued Mr Searle. 

Mr Alexander Stein, defending, said Thornton 
was driving properly and travelling at no more 
than 20mph when disaster struck. 

The lawyer maintained: “The blame does not en¬ 
tirely lie with the defendant, although he accepts 


responsibility and admits that the load was not 
sufficiently secure.” 

Thornton had been diagnosed as suffering from 
post traumatic stress since the incident and was 
shortly due to start counselling, said Mr Stein. 

He added that the driver’s employer’s allegedly 
did not have proper loading procedures at the time 
of the incident. He continued: “A bearer broke, 
loosening a securing strap and the load swung 
round. He accepts that it was his load and it was 
not sufficiently strapped. 

“This has had tragic consequences for the vic¬ 
tim but it has also affected the driver who is now 
off work sick and has been diagnosed as suffering 
from post traumatic stress disorder. The incident 
has had a terrible psychiatric effect on him.” 


He concluded: “He never envisaged or meant an¬ 
ything like this to happen and is extremely sorry 
for the difficulties and pain caused to the victim.” 

Thornton, from Florence Road, West Bromwich, 
admitted causing serious injury by dangerous driv¬ 
ing and was given an 18-month jail term suspended 
for two years. 

He was also banned from driving for two-and-a- 
half years and ordered to pay £1,200 costs. Judge 
John Wait told him: “You were responsible for the 
safety of the load which, even at a modest speed, 
dislodged - striking a wholly innocent pedestrian 
as it passed. 

“The consequences of your failure to ensure its 
safety have been absolutely catastrophic for her.” 
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Fashion awards 
deadline is set 

THE deadline for this year’s Midlands 
Fashion Awards has been announced 
for designer applications put forward 
before the end of May. The ninth an¬ 
nual Birmingham-based fashion show 
recognises and celebrates the excep¬ 
tional and emerging talent in the 
fields of fashion design, styling and 
make-up artistry in the Midlands. 

The annual competition provides 
an outlet for new, emerging and in¬ 
dependent designers and creative tal¬ 
ents to present their work, providing 
a platform to launch their collections 
to the industry. Previous winners 
and finalists have gone on to show¬ 
case at London Fashion Week, New 
York Fashion Week while others have 
gone on to showcase at the pre-Oscars 
Fashion Show. 

The high profile catwalk event and 
competition plays host to high end 
retailers, fashion influencers, fashion 
editors, bloggers and journalists and is 
attended by an audience of 300. 

Sunday trade bid 
defeat welcomed 

WEST Midlands MP John Spellar has 
welcomed the defeat of Government 
proposals to extend Sunday trading, 
calling them ‘an unwanted proposal’ 
driven by dogma. 

John Spellar MP was one of the 317 
Members who voted down the changes 
proposed by Bromsgrove MP and In¬ 
dustry Minister, Sajid Javid 

He said: “This was an unwanted 
proposal driven by dogma. It wasn’t 
in the Tory manifesto. There was no 
public demand for it and it was dam¬ 
aging to shop workers, their families 
and small shopkeepers.” 

Police pledge 
on online crime 

POLICE chiefs have said they are 
having to change the way officers op¬ 
erate to deal with the growing threat 
of online crime. West Midlands Police 
Ch Supt Chris Johnson said special 
teams were concentrating on target¬ 
ing online crimes such as disrupting 
terrorist networks and child sex rings. 

He told a police and crime panel 
meeting: “Most people get reassur¬ 
ance from seeing a bobby outside their 
window, meanwhile a family upstairs 
nearby is being exploited.” Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson added: “We are 
patrolling cyber space.” 

Witness appeal 
after rider dies 

A MOTORCYCLIST has died after a 
crash with a car in Birmingham. 

Police are appealing for witnesses 
after the crash in Maypole Lane, 
Kings Heath, at around 10pm on 
Tuesday, March 1. 

The motorcyclist, a 52-year-old 
man, died following the crash. The 
driver of the car, a 29-year-old man 
was spoken to at the scene by officers 
and is assisting police. Anyone with 
information should call the force’s 
collision investigation unit on 101. 



Composite Doors 

Fully Fitted from £700 


4 - 


• uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully 
Fitted from £460 

• Windows from £180 

• Conservatories from £4495 

• French Doors from £700 

• Patio Doors from £750 iSm 


Refiflii I fo mmmnm m 


West 

Midlands * J " n 

DOUBLE 
GLAZING Wfc 


FENSA 


www. westrn id landsglazing.comlgj Friend I y/persona Itouch and jobs completed to] higlfstandards 




Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 17, 2016 


































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 17, 2016 


6 


IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


So now the 
Met Office 
dictates 
the seasons 

A FEW days ago, when we were being 
told to prepare for the coldest day of the 
year, and the early-morning frost was 
thick and cold, one of the weather fore¬ 
casters on the radio commented that it 
seemed “more like spring than winter”. 

Well, there is good reason for this. For 
hundreds of years we have managed 
perfectly well using the Vernal Equinox, 
which usually falls around March 20-21, 
as the first day of spring. And then, a few 
years ago, the Met Office took it upon 
itself to move the date to March 1. On 
whose authority was this decision taken? 
Do you remember being consulted? 

It seems the reason for the change was 
to make life a bit easier when it comes 
to recording data. Well, I’m sorry, the Met 
Office can record its data however it sees 
fit, but the weather forecasters have an 
overblown sense of their own importance 
if they think it falls to them to decide 
when our seasons start and end. 

It would be almost as pompous as 
four local authorities taking it upon them¬ 
selves to redefine the Black Country to 
suit their boundaries. Just as well that 
would never happen. 

□ □□ 

ON that subject, it wouldn’t be March 
without our civic leaders heading to the 
South of France for the annual town-plan¬ 
ning jamboree in Cannes. Funny it’s never 
in Bilston, isn’t it? 

The latest plan is for a “Black Country 
Garden City”, which sounds suspiciously 
like the 1960s New Town developments 
which brought us the unparalleled beauty 
of Skelmersdale and Milton Keynes. 

Look, I’m all for transforming brown¬ 
field sites around the area to create 
much-needed housing. What I am less 
keen on is the idea of linking together 31 
different and disparate communities to 
form a single “city”, which will inevitably 
blur local identities, and possibly threaten 
our existing town centres which have tak¬ 
en enough of a kicking. 

Could you imagine anyone merging 
Norwich and Ipswich together, to create 
an East Anglia Garden City? Or Newcas¬ 
tle, Durham and Sunderland? So why is it 
okay for us? 

Dudley, Wolverhampton, Walsall and 
West Bromwich are all big and important 
enough to stand on their own two feet, 
at least if the will is there from the people 
who make the big decisions. 

Instead of dreaming about garden cit¬ 
ies, our leaders should be straining every 
sinew to ensure our existing towns and 
cities can compete on an equal footing 
with other parts of the country. And fight¬ 
ing for each of their very distinct identi¬ 
ties. 

Apparently, the garden city idea came 
from a competition entry which also sug¬ 
gested rebranding Dudley, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Walsall and Sandwell under a single 
identity - Albion. Yes. That would have 
gone down well on the South Bank... 



The Dunn family pictured in the early 1990s, before tragedy struck 



Five-year-old Charlotte Dunn was killed in Dunblane 20 years ago Cradley C of E Primary School is launching Charlotte’s award 


‘We’ll never get over 
losing our daughter’ 


A little girl whose life was taken 
20 year ago is remembered at 
a Black Country school, 

DAVID COSGROVE reports 

‘WE lost a daughter and we will 
never recover from that’. 

These are the heart-breaking words 
of Martyn Dunn, the father of a Black 
Country girl murdered in the Dunblane 
massacre 20 years ago. 

As the nation remembers the 20th anni¬ 
versary of the horrific shootings, the Cradley 
school where tragic young victim Charlotte 
Dunn once attended has now launched a prize 
in her memory. 

Cradley C of E Primary School created the 
Charlotte Dunn Award after discussions with 
her parents. Charlotte, aged five, grew up in 
the Black Country and spent her reception 
year at Cradley C of E Primary before moving 
to Scotland with her family. 

But just nine months later she was mur¬ 
dered alongside 15 other pupils and one 
teacher at Dunblane Primary School on March 
13, 1996 when gunman Thomas Hamilton 
opened fire. 

Cradley headteacher Marcia Harris, who 
taught Charlotte in reception, said: “The 
award will be a character award and will be 
given to a child who exemplifies our school 
values.” 

Remember 

Charlotte had penned a letter to her former 
classmates just weeks before her life was cru¬ 
elly snuffed out. This said how Charlotte loved 
her new teacher Gwen Mayor, who also died, 
almost as much as she loved her reception 
teacher at Cradley Marcia Harris, who is now 
the school’s head. 

Mrs Harris spoke of Charlotte as a bubbly, 
bright girl who was full of promise. She said: 
“We’ve got a lot of memories of her from the 
year she was with us. 

“I had the privilege of being her first teacher 
and just remember her being a shining little 
star - that’s absolutely what she was. Char- 



Charlotte’s parents Barbara and Martyn, returned to Scotland to be close to other Dunblane parents 


lotte was shy, beautiful, had lots of friends and 
was a clever little girl. At the time she loved 
The Lion King. 

“I remember Martyn used to be working in 
Scotland and used to travel back. One Friday 
afternoon she brought her dad to meet me be¬ 
cause he was home early and I can remember 
how excited she was. 

“What happened had a huge impact on the 
community here.” 

The school still sends flowers annually to 
mark Charlotte’s birthday and the anniver¬ 
sary of the massacre. Prayers are held at the 
school every year on March 13 to give thanks 
for Charlotte’s life. 

Mrs Harris said she has become close friends 
with Mr and Mrs Dunn and chose to name her 
own daughter Emily Charlotte to pay tribute 
to her former pupil. 

The new award will be presented by Char¬ 


lotte’s parents Barbara and Martyn at the 
school’s Easter church service on the last day 
of term, Thursday, March 24. 

Mr Dunn, 55, said the award would both 
honour his daughter’s memory and reward the 
efforts of current children. 

He said: “Twenty-one years ago Marcia 
was Charlotte’s teacher and after the events 
of Dunblane she was in touch and very upset 
that one of her past children had been taken 
away from the world. 

“Since then we’ve kept in touch and she has 
become a very close friend. She always remem¬ 
bers Charlotte and sends flowers for birthdays 
and anniversaries. 

“It’s nice that Cradley Primary still contin¬ 
ues to remember Charlotte 20 years later and 
when we visited the children all knew who we 
were - Charlotte’s mum and dad. We wanted 
to present an award in honour of Charlotte 


and to reward some of the children from the 
school.” 

Mrs Harris added: “This year Barbara and 
Martyn came to see me at Christmas and said 
they would like to fund a Charlotte Dunn 
award. Teachers will put pupils’ names for¬ 
ward and it will be based on character.” 

Charlotte, aged five, moved to Scotland with 
her family from their home in Apperley Way, 
Cradley. 

Mr Dunn said the family will never fully re¬ 
cover from Charlotte’s death but are continu¬ 
ing to move along the grieving process. 

“It’s terrible, we lost a daughter and we will 
never fully recover from that.” 

However, out of the tragedy Mrs Dunn said 
he and his wife had forged new friendships, 
particularly with Pamela and Kenny Ross, 
whose five-year-old daughter Joanna was also 
killed. 

They were the last two couples left in a 
waiting room at Dunblane Primary to find 
out about their children’s fate. That shared 
experience forged a special bond between the 
parents. 

Following the massacre, which saw its 20th 
anniversary on Sunday, Mr Dunn, his wife and 
son Alex returned to the Midlands from Dun¬ 
blane to Kidderminster. But just a year later 
they moved back to the Stirlingshire town - 
where they still live - to take advantage of the 
comfort provided by being close to the other 
bereaved families. 

Ex-Scout leader Thomas Hamilton, 43, first 
cut the school’s telephone wires before making 
his way to the gym hall armed with four legal¬ 
ly-held handguns and hundreds of rounds of 
ammunition. 

Inside the gym, 28 primary year one pupils 
were preparing for PE class as he entered 
and began shooting, killing 16 children and 
teacher Gwen Mayor and injuring 15 others. 
He then turned the gun on himself. 

Dr Mick North, whose five-year-old daugh¬ 
ter Sophie was killed, said the positive leg¬ 
acy should not be forgotten - that people are 
safer from gun crime. He said: “The 20th an¬ 
niversary is a time when those too young to 
remember might learn about what happened 
and consider its significance. Handguns were 
banned - surely a legacy worth reflecting upon 
two decades later?” 



'SPRING SALE 


Y Open 7 Days a Week 

Y Old Buildings Removed 

Y Base Laying Service 

Y Asbestos Disposal 

Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Log Cabins VIEW 

& Garden Rooms I ol ^ LINE 

• 1 3A. * : '*v 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


S Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


























EU vote - my reasons for leaving 


I FEEL sorry for anyone still undecided on 
how to vote in the coming In/Out EU vote. 
How can you make a considered decision 
with so much scaremongering and down¬ 
right lies being bandied about? This is my 
take on some of the issues: 

We must stay in for security? But we’re 
in NATO. Didn’t see the EU rushing to help 
with the Falkland’s crisis. 

We will have to pay 10 per cent surcharge 
on exports? So, we will put 10 per cent on 
EU imports. As a net importer this will 


We must have freedom of movement? 
Doesn’t work. Many EU countries have 
closed their borders even now. 

Industry will leave us? Many interna¬ 
tional companies come to the UK because of 
our sensible labour laws. 

Scotland will leave us for the EU? Re¬ 
ally, without us contributing so much the 
EU will be bust. Projects will lose EU fund¬ 
ing? It’s our own money coming back. Why 
should the funding stop? 

D POTTINGER 
West Bromwich 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Independent Scots' 
move may backfire 


make us a profit. 

Pulis pulls 
no punches 
to survive 

TO the WBA fan of 60 years 
(T Grainger, Letters, 29.2), 
‘be careful what you wish 
for’ in support of keeping 
Pulis as manager. Be ad¬ 
vised by a Stokie of nearly 
the same length of support, 
after we had endured Pulis’ 
5th season in the Premier 
there were Stokies saying 
exactly what you are saying 
Mr Grainger! 

Pulis talks a good fight, 
always on about top 10, 
next level, etc, in five sea¬ 
sons under Pulis Stoke City 
never once finished in the 
top 10, under Mark Hughes 
Stoke are heading for a 
third consecutive top 10 fin¬ 
ish (after two 9ths) playing 
sublime football. It is a joy 
to go to the ‘Brit’ now, a 
blessed relief from the dross 
endured under Pulis and his 
annoying constant wittering 
on about 40 points. 

I saw Stoke play attrac¬ 
tive, winning football in the 
70s with the likes of Hud¬ 
son, Greenhoff, Dobing, 
Conroy, etc. Do not sell your 
footballing heritage to the 
football devil; any idiot can 
set up a team negatively. 

TTURNER 
Rugeley 


I THINK V Colabella has 
got their lines crossed, 
Nicola Sturgeon has joined 
forces with David Cameron 
to remain in the EU, the 
SNP MPs are campaigning 
to stay in. 

I have not heard of anyone 
claiming to join the out cam¬ 
paign, according to rumours 
in the General Election 
Nicola Sturgeon preferred 
Cameron for Prime Minis¬ 
ter over Ed Miliband and 
campaigned against Labour. 

Nicola Sturgeon the 
Welsh Nationalists and 
Green Party said there 
should be open borders call¬ 
ing for more immigrants 
to be allowed in. England 
bears the brunt of the num¬ 
bers allowed in, if they were 
dispersed throughout Scot¬ 
land and Wales for them to 


have a fair share I wonder 
how many Scots or Welsh 
would support them. 

As for the scenario of 
the Scottish Nationalists 
encouraging a mass vote 
to leave so as to trigger an¬ 
other Scottish referendum 
so they can vote to leave the 
United Kingdom - to say 
they would probably be wel¬ 
comed in the EU with open 
arms, I think that is a very 
optimistic assumption. The 
whole idea of gaining inde¬ 
pendence could backfire on 
them. The immigration cri¬ 
sis is growing out of control 
the European commission 
are considering how to deal 
with it, they cannot send 
them back they cannot hold 
them on the borders forever. 

HJ ROPER 

Tipton 


Bigger harm 
of staying in 

WATCHING young mothers 
talking to the media on TV 
about the in and out at Eu¬ 
rope, most of them seemed 
to be coming down on the 
side of staying, the main 
concern being the economy. 

I have to tell them that if 
the vote is staying in their 
children will have difficulty 
finding a school place, the 
sick will find difficulty find¬ 
ing a hospital bed, the young 
looking for a home will find 
it harder to obtain. 

The old will find it hard 
to find a nursing home and 
everyone will find it harder 
to get a job, because the 
overriding reason above 
all else to vote out is im¬ 
migration and staying in 
will mean our borders will 
still be open to hundreds of 
thousands from Europe and 
beyond. 

We buy more from Europe 
than they sell to us; they 
will still want to sell to us. 

J BROWN 

Black Heath 

Rich do not 
give enough 

IT is correct of A Williams 
(letters, February 27) to 
assert that rich people are 
not contributing enough of 
their wealth to charity and 
to society in general. 

The word conservative 
means to keep and the well- 
off are adept at keeping 
what they have. 

Conservatives favour 
reductions in taxes (par¬ 
ticularly income and inher¬ 
itance taxes) so as retain 
their wealth rather than 
contributing money to prop¬ 
erly fundpublic services. 

This is because they can 
increasingly afford private 
services. 

D PARISH 
Rowley Regis 
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Fascias / Guttering 


ALL INSTALLATIONS 
PROJECT MANAGED 
FROM START TO FINISH 


► Windows • Patio Doors 

► Composite Doors • Conservatories 

► Porches • Window & Door Repairs 


Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


i w m mm U m m m U Established over 20years ■ ■ ■ 

Window Warehouse Ltd 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 


interia 

KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WINTER SALE 


OAP OFFERS LESS-ABLED INSTORE DIY 

INSTALLATION DEALS SHOWER SPECIAL SPECIALS 


FOR YOUR BATHROOM INSTALLATION 


FREE TILES# 

rprr heated 
rncc TOWEL RAIL 

FREE MIRROR 
FREE ext f r a£ tion 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN INSTALLATION 


FREE OVEN & HOB 
FREE SINK & TAP 

rnrr COOKER 

rrtcc hood 


1 DAY FULL 
INSTALLATION* 
Remove Old Bath 
Replaster Walls 
As Required 

Supply Walk In Enclosure, 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat, 
Thermostatic Shower 
Fully Tiled Or Panels 


£1579.00 + VAT 

0% vat For Qualifying Adaptions 


FOR YOUR BATHROOM 


BATHS £30.00 

VANITY UNIT £45.00 

SHOWER nn 

ENCLOSURES 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN 


CHIMNEY HOODS £39.00 

GAS HOB £35 
OVENS £99 

GAS COOKERS £130 


upto WAREHOUSE CLOSURE 

90% OFF SALE 


WE ARE RELOCATING OUR WAREHOUSE STORAGE AND NEED 
TO CLEAR ALL EXISTING WAREHOUSE STOCKS. HURRY! 
THESE PRICES SIMPLY CANNOT BE REPEATED 
POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 

WS10 7LH 

Terms and conditions apply see in store for details 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 
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The memorial plaque to the 26 people who died in the disaster 


Mayor Barbara Price and monument designer Tony Ward look at a picture of former miner Charles Cross 


Vlad Novakovic, aged 88, at the remembrance ceremony 


Disaster recalled at event 
50 years after pit closure 


DOZENS of people turned out 
to remember men who lost their 
lives in a devastating mine fire 
more than a century ago. 

A ceremony was held at the monu¬ 
ment that honours the 25 miners and 
a brave rescuer who died at the Ham- 
stead Colliery Mine in Great Barr in 
March 1908. 


Descendants of the victims and for¬ 
mer mine workers were among those 
who gathered to mark the anniversa¬ 
ry. They included Vlad Novakovich, 
who was the last person to leave the 
mine when it closed on March 26, 
1965. He moved to the Black Country 
from his native Yugoslavia, aged 20. 

Mr Novakovic, now 88, said: “What hap¬ 
pened was very bad, it was a disaster. They 


told me all about it when I came over and 
showed me where they used to work. It is 
nice to remember them, we will never for¬ 
get them. I worked 17 years down there 
and I enjoyed it.” 

Tony Ward, a former councillor and 
founder member of the Hamstead Miners 
Memorial Trust, said: “It went very well. 
I was pleased there were a lot of faces I 
hadn’t seen before. There were around 100 
people there.” 


The 1908 Hamstead Colliery Disaster 
filled the pages of national newspapers 
and more than 8,000 people surrounded 
the pit for days, waiting for news from the 
two teams of rescuers, who were trying to 
reach the men. 

During the rescue attempt John Welsby, 
of Altoft Mine Rescue - who were leading 
the operation, died after being overcome 
by the fumes and smoke that killed the 
other miners. 



Vlad as a young man, who was the last worker to leave 
the Hamstead Colliery pit before it closed in 1965 



MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 

k completed . 


PYDALE 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Faseias & Soffit Boards _ 

f Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
. \ X X \ that’s why we 

__ . _ have been in 

| ~ TlS *3-j business for 

more than 
30 years. 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


Z' Replace the > 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use . 
\a// year round y I 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydule a ring, 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Long Lane, Blackheath. 
Halesowen B62 9LS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Sunday Closed 







































Devil speech inspires 
art from the dark side 


FROM drug addiction to alco¬ 
holism and gambling, a pro¬ 
phetic speech by an Ameri¬ 
can radio legend has inspired 
a Wolverhampton-born artist 
to create a new ‘chilling’ col¬ 
lection of paintings. 

If I Were The Devil is the name 
of an infamous speech by Paul 
Harvey that was broadcast live 
to the audience of his ABC radio 
show in back 1965. 

It reveals what Harvey imagines he 
would do, if he were the devil, to de¬ 
stroy the USA. Artist Keith Maiden, 
aged 53, who grew up in Ashmore 
Park in Wolverhampton first heard 
the speech on Facebook last year and 
was inspired to create a collection of 
more than 30 paintings based solely on 
Harvey’s prophetic words. 

Chilling 

Mr Maiden said: “It was chilling re¬ 
ally. As soon as I heard it I thought 
‘wow, this could have been written 
yesterday’. I couldn’t believe it was 
broadcast in 1965, especially with 
what has been going on in the world 
at the moment. I guess the collection 
is about the devil we all have in our 
hearts and minds, not just the man 
with the horns.” 

Mr Maiden, who now lives and 
works at his studio in the village 
of Worthen near Shrewsbury, was 
shocked at the response the owner of 
Washington Green Fine Art & Castle 
Galleries, who’ve represented him 
since 2013, had to his idea. 

Mr Maiden said: “I just mentioned 
the idea to the owner and he said it 
was fantastic and that we should put 
together a show for next year. I can’t 
believe how quickly it’s come around.” 

Visitors to Mr Maiden’s exhibition, 
which is now on show at Castle Fine 
Art, in Birmingham’s International 



The artist Keith Maiden, aged 53 Crude Reality, focusing on oil supplies 



Halo To A Noose - inspired by the Bible 

Convention Centre, until this Sunday, 
features over 30 original paintings, 
sketches and limited edition works, 
listening to Harvey’s words as they 
walk round. 

The artwork will also be available 
to buy at Castle Galleries in Victoria 
Street, Wolverhampton. Mr Maiden, 
who attended Coppice School, rejected 
the opportunity to attend art college in 
his youth in order to support his par- 


Lucy Fur - another name for the devil 

ents - and in amazingly, only picked 
up a paintbrush three years ago. 

He said: “These paintings are really 
thought-provoking pictures. 

“I always leave all my works a bit 
unfinished so I always get very differ¬ 
ent responses from people who view 
my work.” 

For further information contact 
Washington Green Fine Art and Cas¬ 
tle Galleries on 0121 616 1313. 




Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 

CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 
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0800 2800 474 

OR 

0121 673 8395 

enquiries@gas-installations.com 

enquiries@freeboilerinstallations.com 


www.gas-installations.com 


You could be entitled to a free boiler 


Main Benefit 


Additional Criteria 




Glow-worm 


• Pension Credit (State Pension TOP UP) 

• Child Tax Credit (household income less than £16,010)* 

• None Required 

• Income Support 

• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 

• Income-Related Employment Support Allowance 

• Child under 16 

• Child under 20 in full-time education (not university) 

• Child Tax Credit with a disability element 

• Disabled Child Premium 

• Disability Premium 

• Pension Premium 

• Work Related Activity or Support Component** 

• Working Tax Credit (household income less than £16,010)* 

• Child under 16 

• Child under 20 in full-time education (not university) 

• Severe Disability Element 

• Disabled Worker Element 

• Aged 60 or Over 

• Universal Credit (monthly household income of £1,250 
or less within the last 12 months)** 

• Child under 16 

• Child under 20 in full-time education (not university) 

• Disability Living Allowance (DLA) 

• Personal Independent Payment (PIP) 

• Limited Capability For Work 


A 


Terms and conditions do apply* 

jffljfxfer the Governments ECO Scheme in 2016, qualifying home owners and private tenants tiottgftout the UK who claim the correct combination of means tested benefits could have their old in-efficient boilers replaced completely free of 
charge, or heavily subsidised.fte grants are funded by the 'Big Six' energy suppliers and are rtiB-repayable whrcfimeans you do not have to re-pay the money back at any time in the future. As long as you own your own home or you are a 
tenant living in privately rented accommodation (and you have your landlord's permission you might be eligible for a boiler grant to replace your old boiler. But you must be inuceipt of one -of lie following benefits 

Benefits that qualify automatically 

Households ifweceipt of Pension Credit or Child Tax Credit* automatically qualify for a free boiler, 

If you do -not receive one of the kvo benefits above, you will need to receive a benefit lithe left coilunii AND an addicffSoomponent on the right tom the table cpmpbhe.nl. 

Then insert the table 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 17, 2016 






















































Less Mess - Less Cost - Less Hassle! 

0800 088 7044 

Bi 


GET ON 



Showroom: 

Unit 24 Wulfrun Trading 
Est. Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HH 
01902 581570 p 

www.iudk.co.uk 


SINCE 2005 
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www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 

Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatories from £300 | Average Semi from £350 


Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 
Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 


Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, 

West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: 

• 10 Wassell Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4LF 

• Bearwood Indoor Market 



Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

MARCH SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£1599.00 fitted 

luu " MU ' MU!swa u,,,y t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

FANTASTIC SPECIAL B -^™ 
NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 




picture? 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 


■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

■ 0AP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints |mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper | MMS messages 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! MIA 

3 child safe + I /■ I 
verticals M I fc V 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


Posies Florist 

113 Hill Top ,West Bromwich 

0121-505-1196 

Even when we are closed our 
web shop is always open for you 
to order flowers 

ww\^]JosiesflorisLcon^ 



STEVES 

Q> 1989 ^ 

°/CE^ 


0121 5560104 
07932 773 607 

36 Lower 
High Street 
Wednesbury 
West Midlands 
WS10 7AQ 


Latoya's sharp response 
to physiotherapy calling 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

This week we highlight: 

LOTOYA NEIL 

Senior physiotherapist 



IT’S ALL in a day’s work for 
senior physiotherapist Lo- 
toya Neil as she sticks a doz¬ 
en fine needles into the neck 
and shoulder of her current 
patient. 

For Lotoya is using acupunc¬ 
ture, which is used after proper 
medical diagnosis to stimulate the 
body’s pain-relieving substances, 
such as endorphins. 

The treatment is based on scientific 
evidence that shows the treatment can 
stimulate nerves under the skin and in 
muscle tissue. 

In recent years alternative medi¬ 
cines, such as acupuncture, have been 
made available in the NHS and Lo¬ 
toya believes that this, as well as other 
treatments supported by research, is a 
long time overdue but is for the best of 
the patients that she spends her time 
with. 

She also emphasises the importance 
of teaching good self-management 
techniques to her patients. 

Sights 

“I am happy that we have started 
using these methods of care and I 
think that it has had a great improve¬ 
ment on the quality of life our patients 
have.” 

Lotoya, aged 32, who is employed by 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust, believes that she 
has come a long way since she set her 
sights on a career in healthcare at an 
early age. Though the same cannot be 
said of coming a long way geographi¬ 
cally - for having grown up just min¬ 
utes away from Sandwell Hospital, 
Lotoya has never moved away from 
the area. 

“I have always lived in the West 
Midlands, only going as far away as 
Wolverhampton for college and Bir¬ 
mingham for university. I went to high 


school down the road from Sandwell 
Hospital, and used to walk through 
the hospital site on my way home and 
somehow I could always see myself re¬ 
turning one day.” 

Lotoya set her sights on a career in 
healthcare at an early age, but it was 
not until she was in college that she 
found out that this was an option. 

“I have been interested in health¬ 
care since I was a child, firstly in nurs¬ 
ing or becoming a doctor as I was not 
aware of all of the other roles that are 
available in the NHS,” said Lotoya. 

“I wanted a profession where I could 
be hands-on as I couldn’t see myself 
sitting behind a desk. My career had 
to be one where I could use practical 
skills and physiotherapy was exactly 
what I was looking for. 

“When I was in college I completed 
a questionnaire to find out what jobs 
would be best suited to me based on 
my likes and dislikes and physiother¬ 
apy was at the top of the list. 

“After qualifying in 2005, I took up 
a role in Walsall for two years before 
joining Sandwell PCT, and then onto 
SWBH. 


“I have learned a lot and have devel¬ 
oped so much, and I still am learning 
day by day. 

“There is so much to learn, espe¬ 
cially with the expansion in physio¬ 
therapy that is currently happening. 

“One of my roles is out in the Com¬ 
munity Orthopaedic Service where 
we do mainly specialist assessments, 
which can mean that we send our pa¬ 
tients for MRIs, ultrasounds and give 
them injections which requires us to 
train in order to do this safely.” 

When asked about her hero, Lotoya 
told us the story of an incredibly inspi¬ 
rational woman, Reverend Rose Hud¬ 
son Wilkin, who was born in Jamaica, 
worked extremely hard to become the 
Chaplain to the Speaker of the House 
of Commons and is widely tipped to 
be one of the next choices to become a 
Church of England Bishop. 

“She is my hero because she has 
faced a lot of adversity in her life as 
a woman from the Caribbean who is 
six-foot tall with no hair. 

“She carries herself with such el¬ 
egance, she is very eloquent and em¬ 
powers everyone that she meets.” 
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The Express & Star is — 

challenging local primary 
schools to design adverts in our ^ ^ W 
‘Design an Ad’ Competition. ^ i 

We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to 

register today, using the coupon below or by email, to ~- 

be included in this exciting competition. * 

Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express ^ 

& Star and asked to come up with a ground breaking * £ ' K 

original ad to feature an 8-page colour supplement, ^ 
published in-paper on Thursday 28th April 2016. ' 

Winning pupils will be invited to a special 
presentation ceremony to be held later in the year. 

Interested? 

Then complete the coupon below to register your school’s interest and send to: 

Jo Watton, Business Development Department, Express and Star Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
or alternatively register via email atj.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 

Closing date for registering is Saturday 26th March 2016 Q 

Any queries? Phone 01902 319671 or 01902 319134 






Register here today! 

I would like to register.(school’s name) 

FOR THE DESIGN AN AD COMPETITION 

Name.Position at School. 

Address of School. 

.Postcode.Telephone. 

Signature. 





































































Fosters remember their snow show 



Roy and Betty Foster from Maple Close, Bilston, who are celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary 


THERE was so much snow on their 
wedding day that the path to the 
church had to be cleared for the bride. 

Sixty years on Roy and Betty Foster, 
have noticed it does not snow quite so 
often, but they are still happily mar¬ 
ried. “We used to have plenty of snow 
back then in March time,” recalls 
Betty. “It was really snowing that 
day.” The pair celebrating their Dia¬ 
mond Wedding anniversary first met 
in 1950 while working at David Etch- 
ells in Darlaston. 

Betty, then aged 16, was operating 
the machine forging firm’s switch¬ 
board while Roy, then 19, was a design 


craftsmen. By 1956 they were married 
with the snowy service taking place on 
March 3 at All Saints’ Church, Darlas¬ 
ton. 

The couple went on to have three 
sons - Gary, Paul and David - and 
now have two grandchildren and a 
great-granddaughter. When Betty 
came out of employment to look after 
the youngsters, Roy remained at David 
Etchells until he was finally made re¬ 
dundant in 1993. 

Asked the secret to their long mar¬ 
riage, Betty said: “It is really about 
loving one another and sharing both 
the good and the difficult times.” “We 


have had hard times like facing redun¬ 
dancy but you have just got to stick 
together.” 

Betty was born and raised in 
Wednesbury where she attended 
King’s Hill School, while Roy grew up 
in Darlaston and attended the now 
closed Slater Street School. For nearly 
their entire married life they have 
lived at their home in Maple Close, 
Bilston. 

They now intend to celebrate their 
anniversary with a gathering of 
friends at Toby Carvery before later 
in the year visiting family on the Isle 
Of Wight. 



price * 
paid 
on the 
15/3/16 


Scrap Gold Brices 


Highly skilled craftsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 


BUY 


OHO 


Wb wb mm prog 




>4. 


* Gold & Silver Jewellery 
it Watches 
it Diamond Rings 
it Pre-Owned Rolex’s 
it Jewellery Repair 
& Cleaning Services 
it Replace Missing Diamonds 
it Watch Servicing & Batteries 


We 


still 


think 


offer 


of 


we 


one 


the Best services 


money ,caiiTBuy!i 


Wu^cut^Iejn 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 


m 11 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

FindusonFacebookat ip 0 J. Qlgl 55g 6868 

BowjanglesJewellery www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 
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ATLAS 

IICARS & MINI BUSES 

Minimum 

_ WASfcJrCTU 


now £ 2.50 


THE CHEAPEST TAXI FARES 
IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 
ALL FARES CHARGED ON 
THE METER 

at private hire prices 

1555 55 55 



TRACK 
YOUR TAXI 
LIVE 


Download 
our FREE app 


GET IT ON 

Google play 

H A&p Store 


| ALL MAJOR CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 



A EASIER WAY TO 
BOOK YOUR TAXI 

View your vehicle location 
on a live map 

Pre book for pick-ups or immediate 
pick-ups pay by cash or card 


Atlas 


^ GET IT ON 

Google play 
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Sandwell Valley Country Park 

Something for Everyone! 


New born lambs & calves! 

Meet our Reindeer 

Craft & Animal Handling Sessions 

New Indoor Playroom 

Easter Fun Fair 

Bus Rides 

Aerial Assault Course 
Bike Hire 


All holiday - Craft Stalls, 
Farmyard Activities, New Indoor 
Play Space and Easter Fun Fair! 


Specific activities include: 

Friday 25th March - Good Friday - Name the reindeer 
launch. Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new babies at 
the farm), Chick handling 

Saturday 26th March - Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme 

new babies at the farm), Chick handling 

Sunday 27th March - Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme 

new babies at the farm), Chick handling 

Monday 28th March - Easter Monday - Farm Trail, meet 

the farmer (theme new babies at the farm), Chick handling. 

Tuesday 29th March - Storytelling in the indoor play 

space. Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new babies at the 

farm), Chick handling 

Wednesday 30th March - Forest play and forest friends 

sessions. Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new babies at 
the farm), Chick handling 

Thursday 31st March - Wildlife activities. Farm Trail, meet 
the farmer (theme new babies at the farm), Chick handling 
Friday 1st April - Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new 
babies at the farm), Chick handling 
Saturday 2nd April - Punch and Judy Shows in the barn. 
Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new babies at the farm), 
Chick handling 



Sunday 3rd April - Punch and Judy Shows in the barn. 
Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new babies at the farm), 
Chick handling 

Monday 4th April - Falconry Show 

Tuesday 5th April - Childrens Arts and Crafts. Farm 

Trail, meet the farmer (theme new babies at the farm), Chick 

handling 

Wednesday 6th April - Forest play and forest friends 

sessions. Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new babies at 
the farm), Chick handling 

Thursday 7th April - Wildlife activities. Farm Trail, meet 
the farmer (theme new babies at the farm), Chick handling 
Friday 8th April - Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme new 
babies at the farm), Chick handling 

Saturday 9th April - Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme 
new babies at the farm), Chick handling 

Sunday 10th April - Farm Trail, meet the farmer (theme 
new babies at the farm), Chick handling. 

Meet the farmer sessions at 11.30am and 1.30pm. 
Chick handling sessions at 10.30am and 2.30pm. 


IiadwaII Valley 

EUll 


West Bromwich B71 4BG 
T: 0121 569 3070 


www.sandwell.gov.uk/sandwellvalley 



Your donations will be used to support bereaved military 
families with hands on practical support projects 
throughout the UK 


Charity number: 1157531 


Please phone 01215250973 


HAIR FLIK 


Senior State Registered Hairdresser 



OAP DISCOUNTS 


120 Hollyhedge Road 
West Bromwich, 
West Midlands B71 3AH 

0121 588 2511 


TRY OUR AMAZING 
NEW SERVICE 


Blowd 


We now offer the most 
revolutionary hair treatment 
process which promises to 
change the way you care for 
and style your hair, forever 



BOOK NOW WITH 
EMMA OR GEORGIA 


ONLY £50 

(INC CUT & BLOWDRY) 


308 Beaconview Road, Charlemont 
West Bromwich B71 3NX 


I 0121 588 2041 El 



Creating a Flagship Christian Family Centre 

TIME2BCREATIVE 


Re-using clean business waste and recycling into usable play resources. 
Open to all childminders, schools, out of school provisions, craft groups 
etc. A small annual membership fee is required. For more information 
contact Wendy or check out our time2bcreative Facebook page. 
“Scrapstores are a fantastic resource for community groups who are 
in need of high quality art and craft materials for their members. The 
range of materials in your scrapstore changes from day to day and could 
include card, paper, textiles, paint, corks, wool, cardboard tubes, netting, 
gauze and a thousand other things!” 

(Taken from Scrapstores UK) 


fcTTiTiff? rr[ri rrm nrasm 11 fTn mrira rtrr? mra ctti i i ti j htp ITnlTTiTr^y i 


Open Every Wednesday (Term Time Only) 10.30am - 12.30pm 

For more information please contact Andy or Wendy 


r Hargate Lane, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B711PH 
Tel: 0121 5254442 Time2bcreative@yahoo.co.uk 



BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


A 

adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 
West Bromwich for over 100 years Leasehold Reform Property 


Legal services available locally 


Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 




PLAN | DESIGN | INSTALL 

EANIC ° 

bathrooms 

0 FREE 

No Obligation Quote 
0845 096 0001 
0121 679 8376 

Showroom: 28 High Street,’ info(goc'5nicbathrooms.co.uk 
West Bromwich B70 6JT www.oceanicbathrooms.co.uk 



Head Office: 16 Oxhill Roi 
Birmingham B21 9RE 


iru o 

.I 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs 
local news stories for your local 
paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team 
on 01902 319 588 





























































Safe way to keep 
your independence 

ADVERTISING 
FEOTURE^^ 

A LEADING national provid¬ 
er of retirement housing and 
care services for older peo¬ 
ple, Oakley Gardens, run by 
Housing & Care 21, provides 
perfect apartments for peo¬ 
ple over 55. 

Offering tailored care and sup¬ 
port services provided by on-site 
professional care staff, Oakley 
Gardens holds 81 apartments, 
consisting of 30 with two bed¬ 
rooms and 51 with one bedroom; 
conveniently situated close to 
shops, community centre and a 
doctors surgery. 

Access 

Oakley Gardens allows you to keep 
your independence. All the properties 
are purpose built with fully-fitted kitch¬ 
ens and features such as lift access 
and wider door frames throughout 
the homes, enabling easy access for 
wheelchair users. 

The rooms also include features 
to support those with dementia, with 
different coloured floors meaning resi¬ 
dents can differentiate between levels. 

Pull cord alarms are in all rooms in 
the apartments, giving the extra reas¬ 
surance and access to help and sup¬ 
port whenever needed. 

Support is never far away at Oakley 
Gardens, the team of on-site, profes- 



Friendly care staff take time to keep the residents happy 


sional care staff are available 24/7 and hair salon which are both open to the 
there is an assisted bathroom accessi- general public, 
ble to all residents. There is also a court Oakley Gardens Extra Care scheme 
manager service on-site from 9am to welcome and promote community en- 
5pm, Monday to Friday. gagement. 

The properties are set around There are even private communal fa- 
well-maintained landscaped gardens cilities such as a lounge, laundry room 
and even have communal facilities and private parking and a door entry 
available. Everything you need is on- system with intercom, 
site and the warm and friendly com- To find out if you are eligible for an 
munal area includes a restaurant and apartment call 0370 192 4250 



Do you receive care and support services? 

Do you want to be surrounded by people of a 
similar age? 

Oakley Gardens can give you the on-site care 
and support when you need it, whilst maintaining 
your independence in your own home 


Call now to view 

03701 924250 


Oakley Gardens 

Dial Lane, Hill Top, West Bromwich. B70 0EH 



WINTER SALE 


ALBANY BUNK BEB 


Antique Pine 
Very Sturdy 


£ 199 

Frame only 


CRS NOVA BED 

Metal Bed Frame in Silver or Black 


£ I5 

Hurry only three 
available in stock 


Fantastic 

oner 


3’ Slidestore Divan 

£ 99 


MATTRESSES GALORE 

Luxury 3’ Mattress 

£ 59 

4’6” Mattress 

£ 99 

Metal Frame Bed 

with Orthopaedic Mattress 

FANTASTIC 
SAVING 

£ 199 

BED PRICES save 
SLASHED h" 60 * 

4’6” Orthopaedic Divan n 


Mega Collection 
of RUGS h, 

All shapes, 
styles 

& sizes , 

to choose from / ** 


FANTASTIC COLLECTION 
OF LAMINATES AND REAL 
WOODS - IN STORE 
INCREDIBLE RANGE OF 
COLOURS AVAILARLE 


GnmpiTs 


wr m 


f!l 


Opening Heurs 
Mon-Sat 
.00-5.30pm 
Sunday CLOSED 
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Iconic iron 
bridges on 
canal to be 
revamped 

THREE bridges on a ca¬ 
nal through Sandwell, 
with links to a famous 
Tipton iron works, will 
be revamped as part of a 
£130,000 restoration pro¬ 
ject. 

The bridges around 
Smethwick and Edgbaston 
will be transformed during 
the scheme by the Canal 
and River Trust 

Thanks to donations 
from members of the public 
the trio of cast-iron canal 
bridges are to receive a 
facelift as part of an eight- 
week repair and mainte¬ 
nance project. 

The Canal and River 
Trust, the charity which 
looks after waterways, 
is planning on restoring 
Icknield Square Junc¬ 
tion Bridge, Rotton Park 
Junction Bridge, and Lea 
Bridge, all of which are 
located on the canal in 
Smethwick. 

Canal bosses said that 
over the years, the bridges, 
originally designed by 
Aaron Manby at Horseley 
Iron Works in Tipton, have 
suffered from wear and 
tear and now need some 
major repairs. 

Lawrence Tall, from the 
Canal and River Trust, 
said: “These black and 
white bridges are iconic 
features of the waterways 
across Birmingham and the 
Black Country.” 

Each of the bridges will 
have the old paintwork re¬ 
moved, areas of rust and 
damage carefully repaired 
and then several coats of 
specialist paint applied. 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Mayor opens UK's biggest 
carbon recycling site in UK 


Report by John Corser_ 

THE Mayor of Dudley has officially 
opened an upgraded carbon recy¬ 
cling site in the Foxyards area of 
Tipton. 

Chemviron Carbon has invested £6.7 
million on the site at Bean Road which 
is now the biggest carbon reactivation 
facility in the UK and the second big¬ 
gest in Europe. 

Chemviron, part of United States-based 
Calgon Carbon Corporation, bought the 
former Grafham Carbons site from Severn 
Trent. Over the last two-and-a-half years it 
has increased the capacity of the site from 
5,800 tons a year to 10,000. 

Customers 

It began operation on January 4 and is 
processing used carbon, used in removing 
contaminants from drinking water from all 
over the UK. Its fleet of 14 tankers, able to 
carry 27 tons each, bring the carbon in and 
take the recycled carbon back to customers 
including Severn Trent and Thames Water 
for re-use. 

The Mayor, Councillor Steve Waltho, said 
that Dudley Council welcomed the major in¬ 
vestment in industry in the borough. “I wish 
you every success with this venture for the 
future,” he added. Chemviron has taken on 
15 staff for the site. 

Its European vice president Reinier Kei- 
jzer said: “This is now the largest activated 
carbon recycling by reactivation facility in 
the UK and the second largest in Europe 
to our Belgian facility that has a capacity of 
40,000 tons.” 


ISecret to success is simple - happiness 



Howard and Doris Turner, from Brewery Street, Tipton, celebrate their 60th 


“OUR secret is happiness - he has been golden 
to me,” said Doris Turner, who is celebrating 
60 years of married bliss with husband How¬ 
ard. 

The pair met while working together at 
Richards Foundry in Tipton in 1953. 

They got married on March 3, 1956, at St 
Martins Church. 

“At work How¬ 
ard would always 
help me out and 
one day he asked 
if I would like to 
go out with him 
and I said I would 
think about 
it first,” Mrs 
Turner said. 

Mr and Mrs 
Turner, both 
aged 86, from 
Brewery Street, 

Si'^childrenT The cou P le 60 * ears a 9° 

gether - Carole, aged 58, Kerry, 54, and Colin, 
49, along with five grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. Mr Turner is a retired 
steel worker. They enjoy holidays and coach 
trips with family and friends. 

Mrs Turner added: “We have had our tiffs 
but never let it get to us because we love one 
another. We have had a lovely married life and 
our secret has been happiness.” 

The couple celebrated their wedding an¬ 
niversary by having a meal with family and 
having neighbours visit. They will be going to 
Blackpool in the coming weeks. 



Disruption 
on railways 
as buses to 
be provided 

HALF-HOURLY buses will be run¬ 
ning for rail users in Tipton while 
the line between Wolverhampton 
and Birmingham New Street closed 
over Easter. 

Rail users face heavy disruption as 
the train line between Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Birmingham New Street is 
to close for six days over the Easter 
period. 

From Good Friday on March 25 
until March 30, the line connecting 
the two cities will be closed due to 
work being undertaken by Network 
Rail on a key junction near Smeth¬ 
wick. 

Martin Frobisher, route manag¬ 
ing director for Network Rail, said: 
“The upgrade between Birmingham 
and Wolverhampton is essential to 
maintain a reliable infrastructure 
and involves a significant amount of 
work. It has been carefully planned 
to be completed as safely and quickly 
as possible.” 

The work is part of Network Rail’s 
£40 billion Railway Upgrade Plan. 

On Good Friday, and the three 
days after that, London Midland will 
operate one train every two hours 
between Stafford and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, and a half-hourly replacement 
bus service for local stations between 
Birmingham New Street and Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Reduced, direct train services will 
be provided by other operators such 
as Virgin Trains and Crosscountry. 

On March 29 and 30, London Mid¬ 
land will provide an hourly train ser¬ 
vice from Birmingham New Street 
to Liverpool Lime Street, operating 
non-stop between New Street and 
Wolverhampton. For local stations 
between New Street and Wolver¬ 
hampton, such as Tipton, half-hourly 
buses will be running. 

For full information visit www.lon- 
donmidland .com 



MOT and Service Centre 


MOTs £30 
No retest fee 


Interim Service 
and MOT 

from £85 plus VAT 

SERVICE AND REPAIRS FOR 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS 


(HOT and Service CdUBGcr© 


V nr BROOK STREET 
» ' J COMEDYCLUB 

~MC: SEAN PERCIVALt 


begging for morel* 
| Evening Standard 


Sunday 10th April * 7pm Start * Tickets £10 

Brook St Community Centre, Brook St, Tipton DY4 9DD 
Phone: 0121 557 0371 or email andy@cancomedy.co.uk 


ROWAN TREE 
& GARDEN 
SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon 
Specialist 

*Stump Grinding/Root 
Removal 

‘Hedges Pruned/Shaped 
‘Jungles Cleared/Full 
Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing 
‘Concreting 
‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More 
Call Now For a No 
Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority 
Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance 
(£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP 
OF COMPANIES 


STAFFORDSHIRE 

huh HERS SUPPLIES 


prouiding 

- building 
landscaping 
& PLUMBING 

MfflHM 


■s-v 


Bagnall street, Oclter Hill, 
TiDton. DV4 OEQ 


, THE OMMA ^ 
* CHAIN SHOW 484 


BILLY 

SPAKEMON 


SATURDAY 
9TH APRIL 

„ s 2016 

STARTS 

7 PM Also appearing 

MISSING LINK 
SO IT GOES 

PLUS SURPRISE GUESTS 

GREAT MUSIC FROM THE BLACK COUNTRY 

JOHN LANGFORD & 
f DAVE COUGHLIN 


Brook Street Community Centre, 

^ Brook Street, Tipton, DY4 9DD 

"Yfpjjy tiptoncommunityhub@hotmail.com 

Tel: 0121 557 0371 


CALL 

NOW 

TICKETS 

£5 


★ Interior/Exterior 
Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of 
Plastering 
And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & 
Guttering 

★ Roof Repairs & 
Re-pointing 

★ Pressure washing 

★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 
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Luxury Holiday Homes For sale 


Prices PomjiA-st £19,995 -Peady to move ini 


5 Stax facilities 

including: 

15 acre glacial lake 
Full 9 hole golf course 
Restaurant & Bar 
Lake / river fishing 
Quiet waterside locations 
Stunning views 



Wide selection of new & pre-owned 
Holiday Homes to suit all tastes and budgets 

2 beautiful country holiday parks 




/ IBS 


□ 


Pearl Lake 

Shobdon 

Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9NQ 
01568 708326 
info@pearllake.co.uk 
www.pearllake.co.uk 

Arrow Bank 

Eardisland 

Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9BG 
01544 388312 
info@arrowbank.co.uk 
www.arrowbank.co.uk 



Open this Easter for viewing... 

yOhat (m VjoiA waiting for ? 


& Part of the Bestparks family 


Pearl Lake is jewel 
in county’s crown 



Some of the holiday homes set amongst the beautiful backdrop of Pearl Lake 



The lovely purpose-built oak bar which echoes the rustic surroundings 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 



HOLIDAY home owners at a 
five star park in the heart of 
Herefordshire are loving all 
of the improvements which 
have been made to the facili¬ 
ties over the winter period. 

Pearl Lake Leisure Park in Shob¬ 
don is situated just 90 minutes 
from the West Midlands and is cre¬ 
ating a stir as many new owners 
give the thumbs-up to the newly 
upgraded facilities. 

“We just felt that the time was right to 
invest some additional money into the 
park” said Glenn Jones, who owns the 
park with his wife Hannah. 

“Each year we have a winter work 
improvements programme while the 
park is closed; but this year, we had a 
meeting with the team and decided to 
push the boat out!” 

Tirelessly 

And push the boat out they did -on a 
very tight schedule too! 

The park is only closed for eight 
weeks in January and February, but the 
team worked tirelessly to complete a 
whole host of refurbishments and ad¬ 
ditions. “One of the things we love, is 
the way that the park has thought of 
something for everyone - nature lov¬ 
ers, golf players, and families have all 
been catered for,” said one of the elat¬ 
ed holiday home owners from the park. 

“My family have been here for 14 
years and the park just keeps getting 
better and better!” 

In addition to the extra facilities such 
as extended dog walks through the 
eight acres of woodland; an enclosed 


dog paddock and a huge den building 
area with zip line for the young at heart 
- located on the north shore of Pearl 
Lake is a new wildlife hide where many 
species of birds and small animals 
have already been spotted. 

The jewel in the crown is the refur¬ 
bishment to the on park bar, restaurant 
and recreation room - all of which have 
been completely made over. 

Owners can now enjoy the new mod¬ 
ern surroundings complete with a pur¬ 
pose-built oak bar, with the eating and 


drinking facilities offering everything 
from Sunday carvery to barista style 
coffees on comfy leather suites. 

The recreation room adjacent to the 
bar is a fantastic indoor space com¬ 
plete with library, children’s play area, 
pool, table tennis and wifi zone. 

Pearl Lake Leisure Park stocks new 
and pre-owned holiday homes to suit 
all budgets. Call 01568 708326 for a 
full information pack or to book a visit. 

More details can be found on the 
website www.pearllake.co.uk 


ONLY MIDLANDS MANUFACTURER 

We invite you to come along and see how 
the windows are made & also see all our 
products on display in the showroom 

WANT TO USE YOUR 
CONSERVATORY ALL 
YEAR ROUND? 

Too HOT in summer? 

Too COLD in winter? 

Replace your existing roof with 
a Supalite Roof System lightweight '20 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours !£ I 

• Save energy, conserve heat ON WINDOWS, DOORS 

• Fitting Teams available AND CONSERVATORIES i 


Supai ' 

J MIMAMDS LTD) 


0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com / 
sales@supalitemidlands.com 

‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted ‘Pictures for illustration purposes only 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 




£10 INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

Sign up to an Express & Star PLUS+ subscription today 



The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start ^ 

Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 






SUBSCRIBE TODAY: Freephone 0800146 540 Express & Star 

or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk print i mobile i tablet i online 
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EASTER! at FldVOUrZ 

World Buffet 

Enjoy a fun filled family Easter Weekend with_ 
amazing food and great ambience only for £11.99! 

Call on 0121 552 0041 or log on to 
www.flavourz.co.ukto BOOK NOW 
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thefastticket 


listings march 18-24 




Russian State 
Ballet 



Sunday to Tuesday 
Grand Theatre, W’ton 

On their 14th UK tour, Sergei Bobrov’s 
company present new production 
The Snow Maiden on Sunday (4pm), 
Sleeping Beauty on Monday (7.30pm) 
and Swan Lake on Tuesday (7.30pm). 
Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk 


80 s 

Invasion 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, B’ham 
This tour brings together Live Aid and 
Band Aid co-founder, ex-Ultravox front¬ 
man Midge Ure (pictured) with Big 
Country, Nick Heyward from Haircut 
100, and Curiosity Killed The Cat. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Peter 

Andre 



Saturday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
The Aussie heart-throb swings into 
action with his versions of Rat Pack 
classics in tribute to Frank Sinatra and 
other great crooners, plus Mysterious 
Girl, of course. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Gwyneth 

Herbert 



Friday, 8pm 

The Glee Club, B’ham 

Defying genre classification, this 
musical adventurer embraces jazz, 
musicals and lately Swahili nursery 
rhymes, and will be performing with 
pianist Ned Cartwright. 

Visit www.glee.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Half Moon Run 

Tue at 7pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Modern Minds 

Fri at 6pm, £6 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

80s Invasion 

Fri at 7pm, £34.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

The 1975 

Tue at 8pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Tony Mortimer And His Band 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Joe Bonamassa 

Sat at 8pm 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Jason Donovan 

Fri at 8pm, £28.50 - £32.50 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Maiden United 

Sun at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Scott Bradlee’s Postmodern 
Jukebox 

Fri at 6.30pm, £22 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

The Wonder Stuff 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Joey Cape 

Sun at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

An Audience With Tony lommi 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, 
Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Disciples 

Thu at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

Mushroomhead & American 
Head Charge 

Thu at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Mariah Carey 

Sun at 6.30pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Crossfaith 

Thu at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Little Mix 

Fri at 6pm, £25.70 - £35.70 
Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Neighbourhood 

Sat at 6.30pm - 10pm, 

The Institute, 

Digbeth, Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. Call 0121 643 0428 

Emma Stevens 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

All-Star American Legends 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 

Amorphis 

Tue at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tracer 

Tue at 7pm, £13 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Talon: Eagles Tribute 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Rose Theatre, 
Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

Blue Orchids 

Sat at 7pm, 

The Flapper, 

Birmingham, B1 2NU. 

Call 0121 236 2421 

An Evening With Clint Mansell 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Peter Andre: Come Swing With 
Me 

Sat at 7pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Emmy The Great 

Sat at 6.30pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Ellie Goulding 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

£33.20 - £35.70 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


Life Of Agony 

Fri at 7pm, £20 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Laetitia Sadier & Nicholas 
Krgovich 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Stereo MCs 

Fri at 6.30pm, £17 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The Three Degrees 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

ACOUSTIC & FOLK 

Kelly Oliver 

Mon at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Nathan Carter 

Mon at 7.30pm, £24 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock,WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

JAZZ & BLUES 

Mike Sanchez And His Band 

Thu at 9.30pm, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Sax In The City: The 
Notebenders 

Sat at 1,30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Chetham’s School Of Music 

Fri at 1,10pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 

B15 2TS. Call 0121 414 7333 

Ex Cathedra: JS Bach’s St John 
Passion 

Sat at 5pm - 7.30pm, 

£9.50 - £35 

Birmingham Cathedral, 

B3 2QB. Call 0121 262 1840 

THEATRE 

Horrible Histories: Groovy 
Greeks 

Tue at 10.30am, Wed at 1.30pm, 
Thu at 10.30am, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 


Horrible Histories: Incredible 
Invaders 

Tue at 1.30pm, Wed at 10.30am, 
Thu at 1.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

42nd Street 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, 

The Rose Theatre, 

Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

Goodnight Mister Tom 

Fri at 7pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 

7pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Fake It Til You Make It 

Wed at 8pm, Thu at 8pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Tinned Goods 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 

Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Equality Street 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 
7.30pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Ireland’s Call 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

The Best Thing 

Fri at 8pm - 10pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Made In The Midlands: Young 
REP 

Wed at 7pm, Thu at 7pm, 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Fame: The Musical: 
Wolverhampton Musical 
Comedy Company 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Anger Management: Young REP 

Mon at 7pm, Tue at 7pm, 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Russian State Ballet Of 
Siberia: The Snow Maiden 

Sun at 4pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Russian State Ballet Of 
Siberia: Sleeping Beauty 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 


The Russian State Ballet Of 
Siberia: Swan Lake 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Iphigenia In Splott 

Fri at 8pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 

8pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

The Government Inspector 

Sat at 7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, 
Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7pm, Thu 
at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Mary Poppins 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 
7.30pm, Wed at 2pm, 7.30pm, 
Thu at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

£25.55 - £30.60 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Brendan Cole: A Night To 
Remember 

Sun at 7.30pm, £19.50 - 
£39.50 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

COMEDY 

Mark Thomas: Trespass 

Sat at 7.30pm, £14-£15 
Lichfield Garrick, 

WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 


Joe Lycett: That’s The Way, A-Ha 
A-Ha, Joe Lycett 

Sun at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

TALKS 

Gordon Buchanan - Lost 
Adventures 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, 

WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

OTHER EVENTS 

Sewing For Pleasure & Fashion 
Embroidery & Stitch 

Fri at 9.30am - 5.30pm, Sun at 
9.30am - 5.30pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Cake International 

Fri at 9.30am - 5.30pm, Sat at 
9.30am - 5.30pm, Sun at 9.30am 
- 5.30pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Little Mix girls are 
thinking big now 



Latest Little Mix album, Get Weird, which has sold more than half a million copies 


THEIR first show proved so 
popular that Little Mix had 
to add an extra date at Bir¬ 
mingham’s Genting Arena. 

The British all-girl group - Perrie 
Edwards, Jesy Nelson, Jade Thirlwall 
and Leigh-Anne Pinnock - will play 
on Friday, March 18, and return on 
Sunday, April 3. 

They’ve enjoyed a heady rise after 
forming exclusively for the eighth se¬ 
ries of The X Factor in 2011. 

The band signed with Simon Cow¬ 
ell’s Syco Music and released a win¬ 
ner’s single, a cover of Damien Rice’s 
Cannonball. Since then, they’ve 
barely been out of the headlines. 

Their debut album, DNA, sold al¬ 
most 400,000 copies, while the fol¬ 
low-up, Salute, did almost as well. 
The band’s most recent album, Get 
Weird, has been their biggest seller to 
date, notching up almost half a mil¬ 
lion sales. It features the hits Black 
Magic and Love Me Like You. 

“We had a lot of fun when we wrote 
this album,” says Edwards. “We’ve 
been writing it for a year. [The album 
is] very fun, very colourful, very pop. 

“There’s ballads, there’s brilliant 
pop songs, there’s a bit of R&B in 
there,” adds Thirlwall. “There’s 
something for everyone.” 

Little Mix worked on the album 
with Jess Glynne. “When we wrote 
the album we were getting so stressed 
about what it would sound like,” Nel¬ 
son explains. “Then we just thought, 
let’s just write what we want to do 
and have fun with this album. Jess 
was so much fun to work with.” 

Thirlwall adds: “Jess did ‘I Want’ 
with us as well. She came in at a piv¬ 


otal moment, and it’s an emotional 
song for us, and it’s really honest and 
it gets you right there.” 

Little Mix also became friends with 
One Direction, who also found fame 
on The X Factor. “How amazing to 
know that they’re a phenomenon and 
to be like, ‘Boys - we’ve done well, ha¬ 


ven’t we? Let’s have a break,”’ says 
Pinnock. 

Not that Little Mix are planning 
a break. “Little Mix don’t ever want 
to stop,” Edwards adds. “We always 
want more. We want to go to Mad¬ 
ison Square Garden and achieve 
everything.” 



Bob’s your 
uncle, Robin 

HIS uncle’s one of the most famous actors in the business. But 
Robin Morrissey isn’t trying to follow in Stafford-born Neil 
Morrissey’s footsteps. He doesn’t hanker for the starring role 
in a 2016 equivalent of Men Behaving Badly, he’s no designs on 
becoming Bob The Builder either. 

Instead Morrissey has been slowly building up an impressive 
string of acting credits, featuring in Cloud Atlas, Love Bite and 
Fracture among others. 

Morrissey, however, is in no doubt that his family has been 
instrumental as he’s begun to make his way. “My uncle has 
been an enormous help,” he says. “He’s been amazing. He’s a 
brilliant man and has been helpful in terms of helping me to 
understand what an actor’s life is. I can’t say enough about 
how helpful he’s been. My immediate family is also very sup¬ 
portive.” 

Morrissey has been hard at work for a new Birmingham Rep¬ 
ertory Theatre production of Nikolai Gogol’s The Government 
Inspector, stated at the Centenary Square theatre from Satur¬ 
day, March 19, until March 26. 

The play is set in a small provincial Russian town. Morrissey 
takes up the story: “It’s a very corrupt town and the officials 
are pocketing a lot of money. They probably have to because 
there is nothing else there. Everything that gets sent from St 
Petersburg to build churches goes into their pockets. The Gov¬ 
ernment inspector is leaving to inspect the small town and the 
officials there are in danger of being sent to Siberia.” 

Morrissey immersed himself in the works of Gogol before 
signing up, saying: “Gogol’s a fascinating character. There are 
a lot of parallels with today’s society. When you have a script 
as good as this it makes the job a lot easier.” 


Mega-stars are on 
way to the arena 

THE mega-stars are on their 
way to the Barclaycard Arena in 
Birmingham. 

On Sunday Mariah Carey 
brings her Sweet Sweet Fan¬ 
tasy tour, her first in Europe 
for 13 years, to the city centre 
arena. Guitar hero Joe Bon- 
amassa plays on Saturday and 
Brit-winner Elbe Goulding, en¬ 
joying considerable success with 
third album Delirium, plays on 
Monday with support from John 
Newman. 

The 1975 brings songs of 
Chocolate and Girls on Tuesday. 
Their second album is entitled I 
Like It When You Sleep For You 
Are So Beautiful Yet So Una¬ 
ware Of It - longest name ever 
for a US chart-topping album. 


Band celebrate 30 
Wonder Stuff years 

THE Wonder Stuff are on the 
road celebrating 30 years since 
they got together in the Black 
Country and play Birmingham 
02 Academy on Saturday. 

Fronted by Miles Hunt, they 
release debut The Eight Legged 
Groove Machine in 1988 (first 
of nine studio albums) and had 
hits with Circlesquare, The Size 
of a Cow, Welcome to the Cheap 
Seats and, with Vic Reeves, a 
chart-topping cover of Dizzy. 
Highlights included their Big 
Day Out homecoming concert 
at Walsall’s Bescot Stadium in 
1991 and headlining the Phoe¬ 
nix Festival in 1994. 

Support at Birmingham in¬ 
cludes The Wedding Present. 


Brum rising stars 
in five-band show 

BIRMINGHAM’S next big 
thing Hankks launch their new 
EP at the 02 Institute in Dig- 
beth tomorrow night (Friday) 
with support from The Assist, 
Faith, Pollen and Giant Elf Fist. 

Sussex punk trio Traams re¬ 
call Tubeway Army and early 
Cure on their recently released 
second album Modern Dancing 
and will be in concert tonight 
(Thursday) at the Hare and 
Hounds, Kings Heath. At the 
same venue, Bad Seeds and 
Grinderman drummer Jim 
Sclavunos joins Joe Gideon for 
songs from his Versa Vice album 
on Sunday, Berlin punks Diat 
play Tuesday and Stereolab’s 
Laetitia Sadier Wednesday. 
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THURS 17/03/2016 

THURSDAY NIGHT...STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

MON 21/03/2016 

FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE 

FRI 18/03/2016 

JAMES WYTHES FOLLOWED BY SHANES DISCO 

TUES 22/03/2016 

PREDATORS KARAOKE AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 

SAT 19/03/2016 

THE RIVER REA BAND 

WED 23/03/2016 

YANA ■ FEMALE VOCALIST 

SUN 20/03/2016 

SUNDAY NIGHT IS KARAOKE NIGHT!!! 

THURS 24/03/2016 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE SHOW 



!✓ 




DAILY CARVER! 

£3A5 


We also serve 

GREAT 
STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 


_ 


T* M 1 High Street, Blackheath 

T n \ Tel: 0121 561 5599 

^ M0N-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 

♦* Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


‘O - 


Sunbeach Holiday Park, Llwyngwril, 
Gwynedd, Wales, ~ ~ 

01341 250263 


_____ 
<18 000112X32)^ 
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CHOICE 



Michael Jackson 


Michael Jackson's Journey 
from Motown to Off the 
Wall 

(BBC2, 9pm) 

Spike Lee's documentary 
charting the path of the King of 
Pop's career through to the 
release of Off the Wall, the 
1979 project that broke 
records, and propelled Michael 
to international stardom. 

Lee's investigation begins in the 
early days of Jackson's time in 
the limelight, from his work with 
his brothers and his solo 
outings, and details how the 
Jackson boys' success led them 
to leave Motown. Includes 
contributions by Berry Gordy, 
Questlove, and Philly 
International Records founders 
Kenny Gamble and Leon Huff, 
who produced the Jackson 
brothers' first two non-Motown 
albums, resulting in their first 
platinum single. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 
Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 Athletics. 2.00 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Wales v 
Italy (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 Final Score. 

5.15 Dynamo: Magician Impossible. 

5.45 Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 

6.15 BBC News. 

6.25 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Pointless Celebrities. New series. 
Simon Day, Paul Chowdhry, Emily 
Atack, Ian Lavender, Kerry 
Godliman, Graeme Garden, Steve 
Pemberton and Bob Mortimer take 
part in a special edition of the quiz. 

7.20 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 
France v England (Kick-off 
8.00pm). John Inverdale presents 
from the Stade de France, where 
this year’s tournament reaches its 
conclusion. There is a chance that 
this fixture will decide the 
destination of the title, with 
England still in with an excellent 
chance following victories in their 
opening three matches against 
Scotland, Italy and Ireland. The 
meeting between the nations on 
the final day last year was a thriller 
from start to finish, with England 
knowing they needed to win by 26 
points or more to clinch the title, 
and after a match that produced 
no less than 12 tries, they fell 
agonisingly short despite their 
record-breaking 55-35 victory. 
With Les Bleus still seemingly 
incapable of stringing together two 
consecutive positive displays, 
Eddie Jones will be confident of 
ending his first tournament in 
charge of England on a high, even 
if ultimately the title doesn’t come 
his side’s way. 

10.00The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin hosts as the all-important 
winning Lotto and Thunderball 
numbers are revealed. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Everton v Arsenal at 
Goodison Park and Crystal Palace 
v Leicester City at Selhurst Park; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.50 Film: The Uninvited. (2009) 
Thriller, starring Emily Browning. 

1.15 Film: Wake Wood. (2010) 2.40 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.45 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.35 Film: The Big Sky. (1952) 8.35 
Film: Forbidden Planet. (1956) 10.10 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 11.10 
Natural World: Spectacled Bears- 
Shadows of the Forest. (R) 12.00 Rick 
Stein: From Venice to Istanbul. (R) 1.00 
The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 1.30 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 2.20 Film: The Red 
Shoes. (1948) Powell and Pressburger’s 
drama, starring Moira Shearer. 4.30 Flog 
It! (R) 5.30 Big Dreams Small Spaces. 
(R) 

6.30 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
begins to sow annual climbers and 
gets started on tidying and 
mulching his borders, while Joe 
Swift reveals how and when to 
prune trees. (R) 

7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip. TV 

presenters Johnny Ball and John 
Craven embark on a quest to 
unearth collectibles in Hampshire 
and Dorset, with help from experts 
Charles Hanson and Philip Serrell. 
(R) 

8.00 Perry and Croft: Made in Britain. 

A celebration of comedy writing 
duo David Croft and Jimmy 
Perry, examining how their work 
can be viewed as a unique 
chronicle of the UK in the 20th 
century. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
lets Frazer take charge of the 
platoon, gambling that a taste of 
authority will give him a more 
responsible attitude. (R) 

9.00 Michael Jackson’s Journey from 
Motown to Off the Wall. Spike 
Lee’s documentary charting the 
path of the King of Pop’s career 
through to the release of Off the 
Wall, the 1979 project that broke 
records, and propelled Michael to 
international stardom. Lee’s 
investigation begins in the early 
days of Jackson’s time in the 
limelight, from his work with his 
brothers and his solo outings, and 
details how the Jackson boys’ 
success led them to leave 
Motown. Includes contributions 
by Berry Gordy, Questlove, and 
Philly International Records 
founders Kenny Gamble and Leon 
Huff, who produced the Jackson 
brothers’ first two non-Motown 
albums, resulting in their first 
platinum single. 

10.30 Pop Goes BBC Two. (R) 

12.00 Live Athletics. 3.00 Messiah at the 
Foundling Hospital. (R) 4.00 A Cabbie 
Abroad: Cambodia. (R) 5.00 The Fifteen 
Billion Pound Railway. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 
(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Looped. (R) 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Jessie. 
9.05 Scrambled!: The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show; (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather.; 12.29 Regional Programme. 

12.30 Big Box Little Box. (R) 1.00 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 2.00 The Chase. (R) 3.00 
Tipping Point. (R) 4.00 Regional 
Programme; Weather.4.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.30 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. Ireland v Scotland (Kick-off 
5.00pm). 

7.10 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. X-Men actor Hugh 
Jackman steps into the role of 
guest announcer this week, and is 
joined by his Eddie the Eagle co- 
star Taron Egerton. Ant and Dec’s 
escapades continue in Who Shot 
Simon Cowell?, and as the pair 
face a life on the run, Dec 
discovers the real killer’s identity. 
Back in the real world, Peter 
Crouch and Abbey Clancy get into 
the party mood in I’m a Celebrity, 
Get Out of Me Earl, and the End of 
the Show Show transforms into a 
West End showdown, as the cast 
of two high-profile musicals 
compete in a sing-off. Plus, as 
ever, one lucky member of the 
audience if given a chance to win 
the items advertised in one of last 
week’s commercial breaks. 

8.40 You’re Back in the Room. Phillip 
Schofield and renowned illusionist 
Keith Barry challenge five more 
strangers to complete seemingly 
simple challenges, this time 
enlisting the aid of Chris Kamara. 

9.40 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined in the studio by 
Hugh Jackman, Taron Egerton, 
Shazia Mirza and Luke Evans. 

Plus, Scottish alternative rockers 
Primal Scream perform. Last in 
the series. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 Film: Yes Man. (2008) Comedy 
based on the book by Danny 
Wallace, starring Jim Carrey. 

1.00 Jackpot247.3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 The Grid. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.00 The Superhumans Show. 

11.30 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. 12.30 
Formula 1: Australian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 2.15 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Uttoxeter 
and Kempton Park. 4.30 Come Dine with 
Me. 5.00 Come Dine with Me. 5.30 
Come Dine with Me. 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. Jade, a 
former soldier now seeking her 
fortune as a balloon sculpting 
entrepreneur, hosts the fourth and 
final dinner party in Swansea. She 
plans to execute her evening’s 
entertainments with military 
precision, but with mother-of-two 
Anna and patriotic Welshman 
Leon still at loggerheads, things 
might not go as smoothly as she 
had planned. As the evening draws 
to a close, the diners deliver the 
final round of results, revealing 
which host has secured the £1,000 
prize. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

6.45 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 

Strange sounds produced by 
unusual weather, including bell¬ 
like ringing resonating from rocks, 
sci-fi style thrumming noises 
coming from lakes, and the ear- 
splitting roar of deadly twisters. 
7.40 Film: The Day After Tomorrow. 
(2004) A climatologist warns 
global warming will soon result in 
destructive freak weather, or even 
another ice age. He thinks the 
world still has time to prepare for 
the worst, but the crisis happens 
almost immediately - and as 
storms, earthquakes and 
hurricanes strike in terrifying 
fashion, he races across America 
to rescue his son from a frozen 
New York. Disaster thriller, with 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Dennis Quaid. 
10.00 Film: Kick-Ass 2. (2013) 

Premiere. Amateur vigilante Dave 
joins a team of crimefighters, but 
faces the world’s first supervillain. 
Action comedy sequel, with Aaron 
Taylor-Johnson and Chloe Grace 
Moretz. 

12.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 1.00 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.10 
Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. (R) 

4.05 Location, Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 The Fairly 

Odd Parents. 9.30 The Saturday Show 

Live. 11.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 

(R) 12.10 The Gadget Show. (R) 1.10 

Police Interceptors. (R) 2.05 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 3.00 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.00 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 5.00 Can’t Pay? 

We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. Callen and 
Sam hunt for two gunmen who 
shot Deeks during a robbery at a 
convenience store, and discover 
the gunmen were gang members 
for hire. 

7.00 NCIS: New Orleans. Lachlan 
Colston, a lieutenant in the Royal 
Australian Navy, is murdered on 
US soil, prompting Special 
Investigator Naomi Parsons to 
travel to New Orleans from 
Australia to investigate. Evidence 
mounts suggesting that Colston’s 
death was a hired hit, but when the 
team moves in to apprehend the 
assassin, Parsons’ rash actions 
jeopardise the arrest. Suitably 
humbled, the Aussie agent agrees 
to tow the line as Pride and his 
colleagues learn that Colston may 
have been killed to derail a nuclear 
programme to be established on 
the Cocos Islands. 

8.00 NCIS. While on a joint Coast Guard 
and NCIS training exercise at sea, 
Gibbs and Agent Borin spot a dead 
man overboard, who is found to be 
a missing member of the crew of a 
nearby vessel. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the weekend’s 
matches from the Championship, 
which included Derby County v 
Nottingham Forest. 

10.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. Kelly Cates and George 
Riley present a round-up of the 
latest matches in League One and 
League Two, which included 
Wigan Athletic v Bradford City, and 
Stevenage v Northampton Town. 

10.30The NCIS Movie: Judgement Day. 
The funeral of a special agent in 
Los Angeles leads Shepard on a 
covert mission to finish some 
classified business she began a 
decade previously in Europe. (R) 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Law & Order: 

Special Victims Unit. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Human Planet 8.00 Survivors: 
Nature’s Indestructible Creatures 9.00 
Follow the Money 11.00 Arena: Ken Dodd 
- Happiness 12.00 Bee Gees at the BBC 
and Beyond 1.00 The Joy of the Bee Gees 
2.00 Sound of Cinema: The Music That 
Made the Movies 3.00 Top of the Pops: 
1981 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.30 The Almost Impossible 
Gameshow 1.25 Scorpion 2.25 You’ve 
Been Framed! Top 100 Animals 3.30 
Film: Legally Blonde (2001) 5.25 Film: 
Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous 
(2005) 7.40 Film: The Mummy (1999) 

10.00 Celebrity Juice Live 11.00 Family 
Guy 12.35 American Dad! 1.30 @ 
elevenish 2.00 Beowulf: Return to the 
Shieldlands 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.35 Sherlock Holmes: The Eligible 
Bachelor 1.55 A Touch of Frost 3.55 
Agatha Christie’s Sparkling Cyanide 6.00 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 ATouch of 
Frost 12.10 Blue Murder 1.40 Doctor in 
the House 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.40 The Car Chasers 12.40 Pawn Stars 

1.35 Storage Wars 2.30 Storage Wars: 
Texas 3.30 Film: Gunsmoke (1953) 5.10 
Film: Appaloosa (2008) 7.15 Film: 

Police Academy 6: City Under Siege 

(1989) 9.00 An Audience with Billy 
Connolly 10.05 Film: Magnum Force 
(1973) 12.35 Film: Born to Raise Hell 
(2010) 2.30 Hogan’s Heroes 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Baby Daddy 12.00 New Girl 1.00 
How I Met Your Mother 2.00 Film: Big 
(1988) 4.05 The Goldbergs 5.30 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Max Payne (2008) 
11.00 Gogglebox 1.10 Tattoo Fixers 2.15 
How I Met Your Mother 3.05 Gogglebox 
4.00 Don’t Trust the b**** in Apartment 
23 4.20 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Unidentified Flying Oddball (1979) 

1.00 Dragonball Evolution (2009) 2.40 
Step Up 4: Miami Heat (2012) 4.40 The 
Phantom (1996) 6.40 Home Alone 2: 

Lost in New York (1992) 9.00 Paul 
(2011) Sci-fi comedy, with Simon Pegg 
and Nick Frost. 11.05 Rush (2013) Fact- 
based motor racing drama, with Chris 
Hemsworth and Daniel Bruhl. 1.25 The 
Haunting in Connecticut (2009) 3.30 
Close 


Do you know someone who needs to learn English? 


ESOL for Adults RECRUITMENT DAY 

2PM -7PM, WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH 

@ Sandwell College, Central Campus, 1 Spon Lane, West Bromwich B70 6AW 




• ESOL Beginners _ • IELTS SELT Life Skills B1 _ 

* ESOL Entry Level 1 , 2 and 3 _ • IELTS English for Academic Purposes 


ESOL IS OUTSTANDING AT SANDWELL COLLEGE 

cc Teaching, learning and assessment are outstanding...many opportunities to gain work experience... 
students make rapid progress...teachers are well qualified and provide outstanding support... 

. ■ excellent teaching helps adult students to gain independence and the confidence to pursue a 

UTS tea career.. .teachers and managers work exceptionally hard to help students overcome the many 

S3yS» barriers they experience to learning and work. I I Further Education and Skills inspection report published 19 June 2014, Inspection Number: 434083 


0800 622006 enquiries@sandwell.ac.uk www.sandwell.ac.uk 
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SUNDAY’S TV MARCH 20- 


CHOICE 



Heston Blumenthal 

Heston's Dinner in Space 
(Channel 4,6pm) 

Heston Blumenthal and his 
team, working closely with the 
UK Space Agency, ESA and 
NASA, attempt to revolutionise 
the previously limited world of 
space food. British astronaut 
Tim Peake set Heston a task 
before embarking on his 
mission at the International 
Space Station, which was to 
create seven dishes that would 
remind him of home, helping to 
combat the emotional impact of 
his journey. Heston takes Tim 
on a nostalgic trip back to his 
childhood with every bite, 
providing much-needed comfort 
food and creating the 
quintessential cup of tea - the 
first to be sipped in Space. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 The 
Sport Relief Games Show 2016. 3.15 A 
Question of Sport. (R) 3.45 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 4.30 Lifeline. 4.40 
Songs of Praise. 5.15 Sport Relief 2016: 
The Best Bits. 

6.15 BBC News. 

6.35 Regional Programme. 

6.45 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Ellie 
Harrison explore Ashdown Forest 
in East Sussex, which was the 
inspiration for the Hundred Acre 
Wood in AA Milne’s Winnie-the- 
Pooh series of stories. John 
Craven visits West Rise Junior 
School in Eastbourne, which 
boasts a Bronze-Age settlement 
and water buffalo roaming its 
marshlands, and Tom Heap hears 
about the impact that wind farms 
could have on birdlife in Scotland. 
Including Weather For The Week 
Ahead. 

7.45 The Voice UK. The battle stages 
are now over, and Paloma Faith, 
Boy George, William and Ricky 
Wilson each now have a complete 
team of would-be stars under their 
tutelage. The next challenge the 
contestants face is the knock-outs, 
in which they must carefully select 
and perform a “killer song” that 
will elevate them above their team 
rivals, as the coaches whittle their 
eight chosen singers down to 
three. Presented by Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. 

9.00 The Night Manager. Roper 

discovers that crucial documents 
have been leaked and becomes 
suspicious that he has a traitor in 
his team. Pine is asked to 
demonstrate weapons to one of 
the arms dealer’s clients, and is 
confronted with the full horror of 
Roper’s actions. Dromgoole tries 
to persuade Burr to abandon her 
investigation, leaving her afraid for 
her family’s safety. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Manchester City v Manchester 
United at the Etihad Stadium. 

II. 55 Live Athletics. 

1.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.30 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.15 An Island 
Parish. (R) 6.45 An Island Parish. (R) 

7.15 This Farming Life. (R) 8.15 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 11.45 
The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. 1.00 Homes Under the Hammer. 
(R) 2.00 Heir Hunters. (R) 3.00 Athletics. 
5.00 Flog It! (R) 5.30 The Secret History 
of My Family. (R) 

6.30 Perry and Croft: Made in Britain. 

The celebration of comedy writing 
duo David Croft and Jimmy Perry 
continues with an examination of 
how their sitcoms chronicled the 
UK’s class system in the 20th 
century. (R) 

7.00 Gareth Malone’s Great Choir 
Reunion. To mark the 10th 
anniversary of The Choir, Gareth 
Malone tracks down members 
from all the choirs who have 
participated in the series to bring 
them together for a reunion. (R) 
8.00 World’s Weirdest Events. Chris 
Packham discovers the cause of 
mysterious holes in the Russian 
tundra, finds an underwater lake 
and meets the creator of a cannon 
especially for salmon. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Tribes, Predators & Me. New 

series. Gordon Buchanan learns 
how tribal cultures hunt and live 
alongside dangerous animals, 
beginning by joining the Waorani 
tribe in Ecuador as they search for 
anacondas. 

10.00 Thirteen. Ivy tries to reconnect 
with her sister, but a mysterious 
letter threatens their reconciliation. 
Merchant returns to Mark White’s 
house, and makes a shocking 
discovery. 

11.00The People v OJ Simpson: 
American Crime Story. The 

prosecution team is no match for 
Johnnie Cochran’s tactics and 
mind games, or his stage- 
managed showcase of OJ’s life, 
while Chris Darden faces 
antagonism from friend and foe. 
(R) 

11.50 Line of Duty. Arnott uncovers new 
details about Denton’s personal 
life which appear to support her 
claim that she is being framed, 
while Hastings risks his career to 
pursue a high-level target. (R) 

12.50 Line of Duty. (R) 1.50 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. (R) 2.45 Holby City. (R) 3.45 
A Cabbie Abroad: Canada. (R) 4.45 The 
Fifteen Billion Pound Railway. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.50 Sooty. 

(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Looped. (R) 
7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear 
Grylls Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.40 River Monsters. (R) 2.40 Big 
Star’s Little Star. (R) 3.40 Off Their 
Rockers. (R) 4.10 Film: Octopussy. 
(1983) James Bond spy adventure, 
starring Roger Moore. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. The future of the 
Shieldlands rests in Rheda’s 
hands, but whether she summons 
the courage to fight against her 
brother and his fearsome army 
remains to be seen. Last in the 
series. 

8.00 The Story of Cats. Species that 
have adapted to behave very 
differently to typical felines, from 
jaguars that swim underwater to 
tigers able to survive freezing 
temperatures. Last in the series. 
9.00 Doctor Thorne. Frank and Mary 
plan their wedding, but Lady 
Arabella is still determined to stop 
them going ahead with the 
marriage, and tries to persuade 
Mary that she should it would be 
in Frank’s best interests to marry 
someone else. Sir Roger’s son 
Louis struggles to cope with his 
new position in society, and 
proves just as self-destructive as 
his father, drinking to excess and 
hurling abuse at his dinner guests. 
Final episode of the drama, 
adapted by Julian Fellowes and 
starring Tom Hollander, Stefanie 
Martini and Rebecca Front. Last in 
the series. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Six Nations Highlights. Action 
from the fifth and final round of the 
championship. 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.35 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.50 
Frasier. (R) 8.15 Frasier. (R) 8.40 Frasier. 
(R) 9.10 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.35 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 Sunday Brunch. 

1.30 Formula 1: Australian Grand Prix 
Highlights. 4.00 Film: Percy Jackson: 
Sea of Monsters. (2013) Premiere. 
Fantasy adventure sequel, starring Logan 
Lerman. 

6.00 Heston's Dinner in Space. Heston 
Blumenthal and his team, working 
closely with the UK Space Agency, 
ESA and NASA, attempt to 
revolutionise the previously 
limited world of space food. British 
astronaut Tim Peake set Heston a 
task before embarking on his 
mission at the International Space 
Station, which was to create seven 
dishes that would remind him of 
home, helping to combat the 
emotional impact of his journey. 
Heston takes Tim on a nostalgic 
trip back to his childhood with 
every bite, providing much-needed 
comfort food and creating the 
quintessential cup of tea - the first 
to be sipped in Space. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. New 

series. Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales embark on more waterway 
adventures. This time, they head 
into uncharted waters to attempt 
one of the longest canal journeys 
in the world - 350 miles coast to 
coast across Sweden. The first leg 
of their voyage begins in 
Gothenburg, where they link up 
with the historic Gota Canal, taking 
them into the heart of the 
Scandinavian country and toward 
the Baltic Sea. 

9.00 Indian Summers. Aafrin’s 
wounded comrade Naresh is 
convinced someone has betrayed 
him, but as Aafrin struggles to 
contain him, he discovers the truth 
is darker and more dangerous 
than he knew. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 Film: The Taking of Pelham 123. 
(2009) Thriller remake, with 
Denzel Washington. 

1.00 Embarrassing Bodies Down Under. 
(R) 1.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.10 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 

7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.35 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.05 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 The Fairly 
OddParents. 10.30 The Championship: 
Football League Tonight. (R) 11.30 Goal 
Rush: Football League Tonight. (R) 12.00 
Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 12.15 
Film: Madeline. (1998) 2.00 Film: Justin 
and the Knights of Valour. (2013) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Freddie Highmore. 4.00 Film: A 
Cinderella Story. (2004) Romantic 
comedy, starring Hilary Duff and Chad 
Michael Murray. 

6.00 Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud 2. 

Dave Spikey and Zoe Lyons 
introduce videos from the internet 
featuring animals doing bizarre 
and humorous things, with the 
first edition focusing on cats. (R) 
7.00 Now That’s Funny! Featuring clips 
of animals behaving like humans, 
a baby who has an odd reaction to 
bacon, and some fancy dance 
moves. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Penn & Teller: Fool Us in Vegas. 

Featuring an illusionist battling his 
own reflection, some shocking 
predictions, a card trick involving a 
mini plunger and a mindbending 
stunt with a Rubik’s Cube. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Tower Block. (2012) 

Premiere. The residents of a soon- 
to-be-demolished tower block are 
trapped while a mysterious sniper 
picks them off one by one. Thriller, 
starring Sheridan Smith and Jack 
O’Connell. Includes 5 News at 
10pm. 

10.45 Film: Harry Brown. (2009) An 
elderly retired marine takes the law 
into his own hands when his friend 
is murdered by hoodlums on a 
London estate. Crime thriller, 
starring Michael Caine and Emily 
Mortimer. 

12.35 Tattoo Disasters UK. (R) 1.00 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.50 Great 
Artists. (R) 5.15 Divine Designs. (R) 

5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 John Williams at the BBC 8.00 
Pappano’s Classical Voices 9.00 Darcey 
Bussell Dances Hollywood 10.30 Film: 
I’m So Excited! (2013) 11.55 Len 
Goodman’s Dance Band Days 12.55 Bee 
Gees at the BBC and Beyond 1.55 The 
Joy of the Bee Gees 2.55 The Story of 
British Pathe 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.20 Take Me Out 1.30 Film: The 
Incredible Hulk (2008) 3.40 Film: 

Nim’s Island (2008) 5.45 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway 7.15 Film: 

Liar Liar (1997) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Family Guy 10.30 Bordertown 
11.00 Family Guy 11.55 American 
Dad! 12.55 The Cleveland Show 1.45 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.10 Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.35 Agatha Christie’s Sparkling 
Cyanide 2.40 Inspector Morse 4.55 
Midsomer Murders 9.00 Carry On 
Forever 10.00 Wycliffe 11.05 Film: 
Private Benjamin (1980) 1.25 A Touch of 
Frost 3.05 May the Best House Win 4.50 
On the Buses 5.15 Judge Judy 5.35 ITV3 
Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.00 Pawn Stars 12.55 Film: Appaloosa 
(2008) 3.00 Live Table Tennis. Coverage 
of the concluding day of the National 
Championships. 6.00 Storage Wars 
7.00 The Classic Car Show 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: US 
Marshals (1998) 11.40 Film: Child’s Play 
3 (1991) 1.30 Ax Men 2.15 Hogan’s 
Heroes 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 
Film: Hairspray (2007) 4.20 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 4.30 The Goldbergs 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 
12.00 Virtually Famous 12.50 The Aliens 

I. 55 The 100 2.40 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 3.30 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 Five Children and It (2004) 1.00 
The Golden Compass (2007) 3.10 Catch 
That Kid (2004) 4.55 10 Things I Hate 
About You (1999) 6.50 Gl Joe: The Rise 
of Cobra (2009) 9.00 Non-Stop (2014) 

An air marshal on a transatlantic flight 
searches for a terrorist threatening to kill 
the passengers one by one. Action 
thriller, with Liam Neeson and Julianne 
Moore. 11.05 Hanna (2011) Action 
thriller, starring Saoirse Ronan. 1.15 Nine 
to Five (1980) 3.30 Close 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


WHATSON! 

HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION ^ 

Ticket included 

LOTS MORE EVENTS... 

I MAY . LLANDUDNO VICTORIAN EXTRAVAGANZA 

7 MAY • IL DIVO LIVE! 

14 MAY . HAWORTH 1940s WEEKEND 

27 MAY • CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 

4 JUN . BEAMISH GEORGIAN FAIR 

II JUN • QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY CRUISE b WINDSOR 

25 JUN . CHATSWORTH FLORABUNDANCE 

9 JUL . HAMPTON COURT FLOWER SHOW • FI GRAND PRIX 
AUG . EDINBURGH TATTOO (MANY DATES) 

15 AUG • SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 

[ travelstyletou rs.co.uk 

2/3 DAYS from £69.95 



5 DAYS from £169.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 

and historic Conwy 

- 


POLAR BEARS, PENGUINS 
& KINGDOM OF ICE 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 

• Includes admission to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, home 
of UK's only Polar Bears & The Deep Kingdom of Ice! 

IMtlifrllfflil'l 1 



KYLE OF L0CHALSH BY TRAIN 
ISLE OF SKYE & STRATHSPEY STEAM 


5 DAYS FROM £259.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mackays/Garve Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 

in- 


WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 



3/4 NIGHTS B&B Inter Hotel, Paris Est Rosny 

• Includes 2 day hopper ticket • Approx. 8 hour discovery visit in Paris (5 days only) 


5 DAYS FROM £219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
• Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
b Doc Martin's Port Isacc 



2 DAYS £79.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Includes River Explorer Cruise & Beatles Tour 

m 


HALF BOARD breaks at the 
Rainbow/Sherwood Hotel, Torquay 
100 yards from the sea! • Visits to Exeter & Dawlish 
Scenic drive to Brixham (5/7 days only) 



29 MAY, 19 JUN, 
10, 31JUL 
7, 28 AUG 
11 SEP 

♦Visits Seaton, Sidmouth 
& Dartmoor instead of 

4/5/7 DAYS from £139.95 


You May Also Like: Isle oC Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £89.95 


Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedAds 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



Brought to you by Express & Star 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The Boy Next Door, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A romantic novelist is attracted to her next door 
neighbour. When he is murdered, she finds her 
infatuation makes her the prime suspect. Crime 
thriller, with Dina Meyer and Woody Jeffreys. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

The Wrong Woman, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A suburban policeman’s wife is falsely accused of 
murdering a prostitute in a car park and finds herself 
in a legal nightmare when evidence pointing to her 
guilt mounts up. Drama, starring Danica McKeller and 
Jonathan Bennett. (2013) 

WEDNESDAY 

Wedding Daze, BBC1,11.45pm 

A man is planning to marry his girlfriend, but she 
drops dead while he is in the middle of proposing. 
One year later, he is still searching for a way to 
overcome his depression, and hits on the idea of 
spontaneously asking a waitress to be his wife. 
Amazingly, she agrees, but the news dismays his 
friends and family. Romantic comedy, starring Jason 
Biggs, Isla Fisher and Joe Pantoliano. (2006) 



THURSDAY 

Garage Sale Mystery II: All That Glitters, 

Channel 5,3.15pm 

Jennifer Shannon has a keen eye for a bargain, 
picking them up at garage sales and selling them for 
a tidy profit in her own shop. But she also has a nose 
for a mystery, which comes in handy when the owner 
of a storage unit is murdered. Crime drama based on 
Suzi Weinert’s novel, starring Lori Loughlin. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Night Train to Lisbon, BBC2,10.30pm 

An academic impulsively pursues a woman he met by 
chance, leading to him abandoning his job to follow 
her to Lisbon. On the journey, he reads a book 
belonging to her, and is inspired by the philosopher 
who wrote it. He sets out to track down everyone who 
knew the author to discover the story of his life. 

Drama based on Pascal Mercier’s novel, starring 
Jeremy Irons and Melanie Laurent. (2013) 


Family must learn new 
ways to communicate 


T ake a Bafta-winning writer, an 
A-list cast and a hit Israeli 
drama, shake them all up and 
what do you get? 

The BBC’s new six-part series The 
A Word (BBC1,9pm), it seems. 

It’s been inspired by Yellow Peppers, 
a show that went down a storm in its 
native country and was described by 
the critic of the Israel Today 
newspaper as being “nothing like 
anything you’ve ever seen on 
television” when it first aired in 2011. 

It has now been adapted for a 
British audience by Peter Bowker, the 
acclaimed scribe behind such shows 
as Marvellous, Eric and Ernie, 
Occupation and Blackpool. 

He also penned the recent take on 
John Lanchester’s novel Capital, 
which didn’t receive the same kind of 
critical success - but he promises to 
be back on form with this offering. 

The story focuses on the Hughes 
family, a seemingly ordinary clan living 
within a tight-knit Lake District 
community. 

At the heart of the story is Joe, a 
five-year-old boy who loves listening to 


his father’s punk records over and 
over again, but his inability to connect 
to the world around worries his 
parents. 

Eventually, Joe is diagnosed with 
autism, and his loved ones realise that 
if they want him to develop his ability 
to communicate and interact with the 
outside world, they must alter their 
own approach to life. 

Bowker is certainly the ideal person 
to tell the story, having spent 14 years 
teaching children with learning 
difficulties and autism before 
becoming a professional writer. 

“We have the opportunity here to 
make something funny, tough, realistic 
and inventive about contemporary 
family life and autism,” he claims. “In a 
society where imperfection 
increasingly comes with blame 
attached, it seems timely to look at 
how autism is regarded both within a 
family and the wider community - and 
to give some insight into how that 
experience might be for the child on 
the autism spectrum. 

“It’s a drama full of ideas - about 
parenthood, about disability, about 


communication, about community - 
and will emphatically engage an 
audience whatever their experience of 
the subject.” 

Many people will think they are 
familiar with autism if they have seen 
the film Rain Man, but there are lots of 
forms of the condition. 

Here, Joe doesn’t have any special 
skills; in fact, for much of the time he 
appears to be completely normal, 
there are a just a few key behaviours 
that mark him out. 

‘The A Word tackles parts of life that 
aren’t always easy and Peter has 
drawn on the absolute highs, lows and 
challenges so many families face 
when a child is different to other 
children, in a beautiful way,” says Polly 
Hill, the BBC’s controller of drama. 
“With Peter’s award-winning track 
record and history of drama tackling 
tough subjects, The A Word is set to 
be a rollercoaster of a series which is 
ultimately an uplifting, honest and 
human drama for BBC One.” 

Christopher Eccleston, Lee Ingleby, 
Morven Christie and six-year-old 
newcomer Max Vento head the cast. 



Christopher Eccleston stars in The A Word, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Davina McCall: Life at the Extreme 
ITV, 9pm 

Davina travels to the Costa Rican jungle, which is 
one of the wettest and most humid places on earth, 
but is a habitat in which animals thrive and is home 
to around 500,000 species. She learns about the 
ways in which creatures including sloths, poison 
dart frogs, tarantulas, tapirs, fer-de-lance vipers, 
common basilisks and spider monkeys have 
adapted to the conditions, before spending a night 
high up in the treetops of the rainforest - where a 
lightning striking directly overhead forces an abrupt 
change of plans. Last in the series. 

The People v OJ Simpson: American Crime 
Story 

BBC2, 9pm 

Public opinion turns against prosecutor Marcia 
Clark as she is pilloried for her appearance, while 
more missteps by the investigating detectives 
during their searches for evidence are revealed - 
though defence lawyer Johnnie Cochrane has a 
damaging secret of his own. Meanwhile, the 
Increasing TV coverage of the trial is bringing 
pressure to bear on all those concerned. Fact- 
based crime drama about the trial of OJ Simpson. 
Cuba Gooding Jr and Sarah Paulson star. 



WEDNESDAY 
Employable Me 
BBC2, 9pm 

When Channel 4 hired the first continuity 
announcer with Tourette’s syndrome a 
few months ago, it proved that nothing 
should stand in the way of employable 
folks with afflictions. In this new series, 
cameras follow some of the UK’s job 
seekers who prove that having 
Tourette’s or autism should not make 
them unemployable. Episode 
one focuses on 52-year-old 


TUESDAY 

One Born Every Minute 
Channel 4,9pm 

It’s been a surprise hit for Channel 4, and one that 
doesn’t appear to be running out of steam just yet. 
But why has One Born Every Minute been such a 
success? While other docusoaps fall by the 
wayside, this one continues to win new fans - 
perhaps because the stories it follows are so 
incredibly moving. Expect more of the same this 
time around as the ‘action’ moves to Liverpool 
Women’s Hospital - and seeing as it has the 
largest and busiest maternity unit in Europe, there 
should be plenty of enthralling tales to tell. 


Paul who has a severe case of Tourette’s, but is 
determined to succeed at work again, and with the 
assistance of scientists, uncovers amazing skills. 
We also meet Brett, a 34-year-old with autism, 
whose true hidden genius is revealed by a world- 
renowned expert. A moving, occasionally funny and 
often uplifting addition to the schedules. 


THURSDAY 
Line of Duty 
BBC2, 9pm 

Jed Mercurio’s highly acclaimed, multi¬ 
award-winning crime thriller is back for 
a new run. Once again, it will 
follow the work of the AC-12 
team as they investigated 
another possible case of 
wrongdoing by their fellow 
police officers. And while the 
core cast remains the same, 
guests actors are brought in 
to play the newcomers. This 
time it’s Daniel Mays who 
will be taking a starring role, 
stepping into the shoes 
previously worn by Lennie 
James and Keeley Hawes. 

He plays Sgt 


Danny Waldron, leader of an armed response unit 
who is being investigated after a suspect was shot 
dead during an incident. 

FRIDAY 

Britain’s Whales 
ITV, 8pm 

Part one of two. More than 25 kinds of whales and 
dolphins and over 30 different sharks either visit or live 
in British waters. Off the coast of Ireland, Ben Fogle 
comes face to face with a pod of humpbacks and 
witnesses dolphins working with the whales to hunt 
down their prey. Sharks are much harder to find, so 
using the biggest shark bait available he and 
co-presenter Ellie Harrison prepare to head out to sea. 

Boomers 
BBC1,9pm 

There’s something inherently funny about campsites, 
as the Carry On crew proved in the late 1960s. In 
2016, it seems there’s little danger of the genre 
being forgotten either, thanks to the first episode of 
this returning series. Philip Jackson (so good in 
Caitlin Moran sitcom Raised in Wolves), Alison 
Steadman, Russ Abbot, Stephanie Beacham, Paula 
Wilcox and James Smith make up the trio of newly 
retired couples who take a break from the Norfolk 
resort of Thurnemouth and go camping. 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 
9 Washable Blinds Available 
9 Friendly, Personal Service 
9 Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 lOOO • 07956 416016 

CASTLE ROAD WEST OLDBURY B68 OEL 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


W 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 




.u 


m # 57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 


All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 
Childcare vouchers accepted 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. 


0121 556 6222 



i^i 




3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 



Halesowen Fireplaces I USE YOUR LOFT! 


AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

“S Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HENLEY 
! FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 


m 


•asr 

£299 


f Over > 

(10,000 

^Installations J 


Loft Ladders \f 

Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• h Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• k Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 

















































thefastticket 


PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.369 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


Q 

2 

M 

V 

N 

5 

A 

6 T 

7 

R 

8 

D 

9 g 

10 

H 

'z 

12 

L 

13 

F 

14 

0 

15 

B 

16 

P 

17 

w 

18 

s 

19 

X 

20 

E 

21 

K 

22 

Y 

23 

c 

24 

1 

25 

J 

26 

u 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. See 6 Down 

3. Still on a different 
mount (8) 

8. Put some indication 
on foreign coin (4) 

9. He must have been 
willing (8) 

11. What retiring ladies 
assume (5-7) 

13. Ceremonial trial 
arranged about the 
middle of January 
( 6 ) 

14. A section of the foot 
soldiers should be! 

( 6 ) 

17. Protracted, like 
a tooth removed 
years ago (4,5,3) 

20. Arranging notes 
about the position 
of those making a 
film (2,3,3) 

21. See 23 Across 

22. One that’s not 
self-supporting 
in dilapidated pit 
areas (8) 

23 & 21 Ac. 

Pastureland, having 
potential, can be 
hired out (8) 


Down 

1. Any miser would 
upset Roman 
Catholic retreat (8) 

2. It’s properly erected, 
honest! (7) 

4. Those people 
embracing 
alternative abstract 
idea (6) 

5. Stop press: The 
French Trial Report 

(6.4) 

6 & 1 Ac. Awkwardly 
placed, as many 
a noodle may be 

(2.3.4) 

7. The usual thing 
found in Rangoon or 
Mandalay (4) 

10. They murder fifty 
aliens outside (10) 

12. Pure description of 
one recovered from 
measles? (8) 

15. Put oneself out to 
cause affliction (7) 

16. Stripe for the 
serviceman (6) 

18. The bounder 
decapitated a river 
creature (5) 

19. Confine the cask 
manufacturer 
without any 
hesitation (4) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Frenzy (4) 

3. Terrifying (8) 

8. So (4) 

9. Divert (8) 

11. Immense (12) 

13. Seduce (6) 

14. Connect (6) 

17. Co-operate (4,4,4) 

20. Muddle (8) 

21. Solid (4) 

22. Petition (8) 

23. Sell (4) 


Down 

1. Kept (8) 

2. Epicure (7) 

4. Hateful (6) 

5. Withdrawal (10) 

6. Fragile (5) 

7. Quote (4) 

10. Reckonable (10) 
12. Protected (8) 

15. Disturb (7) 

16. Overrun (6) 

18. Separate (5) 

19. Island (4) 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Close the gap; 9 Uniform; 
10 Delta; 11 Elder; 12 Terrace; 13 Scales; 

15 Chilli; 18 Ruinous; 20 Appal; 22 Exact; 23 
Riotous; 24 Nobody’s fool. Down: 2 Laird; 3 
Scourge; 4 Tomato; 5 Eider; 6 All hail; 7 Queer 
Street; 8 Materialist; 14 Agitato; 16 Head off; 17 
Osprey; 19 Outdo; 21 Photo. QUICK - Across: 

1 Tempestuous; 9 Painter; 10 Prior; 11 Obese; 

12 Termite; 13 Treaty; 15 Effete; 18 Neglect; 

20 Dodge; 22 Trait; 23 Islamic; 24 Belligerent. 
Down: 2 Elite; 3 Patient; 4 Sprite; 5 Upper; 6 
Utilise; 7 Opportunity; 8 Irreverence; 14 Engrave; 

16 Fiddler; 17 String; 19 Extol; 21 Demon. 


Which company designed the Merlin 
engine of the Spitfire and Hurricane? 
What is the name of the lowest region 
on the Earth’s surface? 

Which nut is obtained from the areca 
palm? 

In the Old Testament, who was Jacob’s 
older twin brother? 

Of which sea creature is the argonaut a 
type? 


6. Which number Ivan was ‘the Terrible’? 

7. Which sea touches the shores of 
Denmark, Norway and Holland? 

8. In Greek mythology, what hung on an 
oak tree at Colchis? 

9. Which actor wrote Snakes and Ladders 
in 1978? 

10. Of which creature is Psittacus erithacus 
a variety? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 April 23; 2 Inner Hebrides; 

3 David Hockney; 4 Chickenpox; 

5 St Francis of Assisi; 6 Skin; 7 Violin; 
8 Christopher Timothy; 9 Nevada; 

10 A degree. 

Niner: CAMBRIDGE 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

2346735 gives a ballet company, 

71448 gives an orchestra, 

1591 gives an opera. 
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onaays 


Don’t leave it until the last minute... 

Did you know there are lots of fun activities and events available for you and your family to enjoy 
during the school holidays in Sandwell, including activities and events for children with disabilities? 

At work? You can also find out what playschemes and childcare is available in your area. 


To plan your school holiday fun or for further information visit 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/holidays 

or call 0121 569 4914 

c^nHwHI ft families 

SSD2™! Soncfcreft M fi rst 
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eating out 


At your convenience 


The new-look Blue Ginger in 
Huntington, Cannock, has 
added spice since reopening. 
MARK SHIPP gives it a try 

ON walking into the Blue Ginger, 
Natalie Imbruglia was playing. Not 
in person, obviously. I wouldn’t 
want to give you the wrong impres¬ 
sion. 

And I wouldn’t mislead you as to the 
quality of this restaurant, either. In fact, 
since dining at the new-look premises, 
I’ve often thought: Wishing I Was There. 

Needless to say I was torn over what to eat. 
There was one big mistake, though. Well, a 
minor quibble, but we’ll come to that later. 

The restaurant, in Stafford Road, Hunting- 
ton, reopened before the end of last year fol¬ 
lowing a revamp that saw most of it swallowed 
up by a new convenience store. 

Owner Abdul Ali, who has run the restau¬ 
rant for four-and-a-half years, welcomes the 
smaller premises and its new look. 

Homely 

By his own admission, it was too big before, 
so by reducing its capacity makes it easier for 
him and his 10-strong staff to manage as well 
as allowing for a cosier and more homely din¬ 
ing experience. 

I can only agree, and the pleasant decor and 
ambient lighting adds to welcoming environ¬ 
ment. On entering, there is a plush reception 
area/bar with the whole restaurant, catering 
for more than 80 diners, sprawled out in front. 
It’s well laid out too, so the owners can feel a 
sense of pride and achievement at a job well 
done. 

The quality of fare has not been diminished, 
either. 

Customers are liking what they see, with 
many old regulars coming back - and intro¬ 
ducing newcomers to its delights. One look at 



Outside Blue Ginger, Stafford Road, Huntington The restaurant’s interiorsis well laid out 


online reviews show that Blue Ginger is mak¬ 
ing a favourable impression. 

The experienced chefs have come up with 
a novel menu at Blue Ginger, with speciality 
dishes, fish and seafood offerings. Some items 
blend other cuisines, while vegetarians are also 
catered for. 

One highly recommended dish is the tellapia 
delight, filet of fish, medium spiced and pan 
fried with garlic, ginger, lemon juice and a hint 
of fresh mint. 

Signature dishes include khodu ghost and 
desi lasagne, while the fusion appetisers in¬ 
clude quorn chatt, with house specialities ca¬ 


tering for non-meat eaters, like a mixed meat 
relish and paneer tikka masala. 

It began well with a mussels starter for my¬ 
self, particularly as the sweet and sour sauce 
that accompanied it among the best I’ve tasted. 
My other half chose the vegetable samosas - 
but was not expecting as much as she was 
given. 

The mains I had trouble choosing from, 
but in the end I opted for exotic salmon. This 
didn’t come dressed in some tropical outfit, but 
it did specify it came with spring rolls. I didn’t 
get them. 

But I didn’t make a fuss as overall I wasn’t 


disappointed by the meal itself. I had with it 
a bullet naan, which I had pontificated over 
beforehand. It sounded hot, should I go for it? 

I was informed it didn’t quite have the bang 
I was probably expecting, and Abdul was right. 
It was the perfect sidekick, and the whole dish 
met my satisfaction, as my empty plate demon¬ 
strated. Desserts would have been one step too 
far, though. 

The tried and trusted makhani chicken was 
enjoyed by the other half, too and it compared 
favourably with dishes tried elsewhere. 

Blue Ginger is open seven days a week from 
5.30pm. Call 01543 500300 or 502376. 



The reception area at Blue Ginger 



Saving our home delivered readers money off High Street shopping' 


For more information call 0800 146 540 today! 


‘'Six day home delivery and Direct Debit payment customers only. 


Call now on 0800 146 540 and quote HALF PRICE 


Saving our reader* 

ElOO’s off 

Hiuh Street **topf* n 9 


Terms & Conditions: This offer entitles new 
customers only to 50% discount off the 
Express & Star when delivered six nights a week 
and paying by Direct Debit only. You will also 
qualify for our new rewards scheme, saving you 
money off High Street Shopping. Subject to 
home delivery network where available 









































Home Selections 


Based in Tividale, Home Selections Furniture & Kitchen Specialist prides 
itself on giving a second to none service. Offering bespoke made to 
measure kitchens and specialised furniture for example, vanity, tv units 
and bedroom furniture. 

The family owned business offers the personal touch giving all customers 
the option of a no obligation quotation and measuring service. New 
products are being introduced daily like our Crown Imperial kitchen and 
bedroom ranges, a quality name that you can trust. 

A visit to the showroom offers an Aladdin’s cave of bargains or a tour of 
the website will give any prospective customer the confidence to call 
ensuring peace of mind. 

Offers are updated daily on Facebook (like our page) Home Selections 
currently have a wide selection of beds and mattresses from pocket 
sprung to memory foam. 


Brittania Street, Oldbury, B69 2PG 

Tel: 0121 557 7222 www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 


Newbury Manor Care Home 


Based in Newbury Lane, Oldbury, Newbury Manor firmly believe 
they are the opposite to negative reviews so often seen in the press. 
Offering 41 en-suite rooms the home offers amazing facilities both 
indoor and out with a full time activities organiser, residents can 
look forward to daily activities including a local singer who visits 
the home once a month to sing to the residents whilst they enjoy 
afternoon tea. 

Other activities include, cooking, baking, bingo quizzes and arts 
and crafts. 

This year the residents will also celebrate the Queens Birthday with 
an ‘indoor’ street party. 

Quality care is also on hand from the team including registered 
nurses, including the home manager who is also a registered nurse. 
If you have a family member who is looking for residential or nursing 
care then please call us or feel free to arrange a visit of our home. 


Newbury Lane, Oldbury B69 1HE 

Tel: 0121 532 1632 www.newburymanorhome.co.uk 
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VUJON 


West Bromwich’s First Premier Indian Restaurant 
is now open. We welcome all to come and try our 
award winning food cooked fresh to order, using 
ingredients sourced from origin providing you with 
quality food. 

The restaurant is set in modern, relaxed, ambient 
settings with an extensive bar and wine list. 

Our take away food is carefully prepared to deliver 
the same standard served in the restaurant. 

A private dining area is also available to cater for 
all birthdays, weddings, anniversaries and any 
other parties including business conferences. 


Unit 3b, Astle Park, High Street, West Bromwich B70 8EN 
0121 553 5353 



West Timber & Steel Ltd 


West Timber & Steel Ltd are based in West Bromwich 
and supply to trade and public across the West 
Midlands. 

They are a steel and timber merchants and their unique 
selling points are they cut RSJ to size, make bespoke 
gate and railings as well as offering a fabrication service. 
They have built a fantastic reputation due to the 
quickness manufacturing products, honest, friendly and 
reliable service. 

If all this wasn’t enough West Timber & Steel Ltd also 
deliver. 



West Timber 
& Steel Ltd 


Tipton Homecare Ltd 


Tipton Homecare Limited is a private limited company located in 
the heart of Tipton, providing personal care and support to the 
people of Tipton and surrounding areas. 

It is a common fact that people are most happy when living in the 
comfort of their own homes, Tipton Homecare Limited provides a 
solution to those who are unable to maintain all the activities of daily 
living unaided. 

Tipton Homecare now cover Tipton,Smethwick,Wednesbury, West 
Bromwich, North Dudley, Yew Tree, Walsall, Tividale and Great Barr. 
Our care services are designed and tailor made to suit individual 
needs in order that people can remain in their own homes, thus 
enabling dignity and self respect to those who require that little bit of 
extra help. 

Tipton Homecare are always looking for quality people with a caring 
nature to join their team. 



5 Venture Business Park, Bloomfield Road, Tipton DY4 9DB 
Tel: 0121 557 3646/07889 018517 www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 


Midland Pet Supplies 


We supply to trade and general public across the UK, constantly 
expanding our range of goods to serve our customers. We are 
a family run business. We have been established 15 years and 
recently moved to our larger premises. 

We have a huge range of pigeon corn and accessories. We also 
supply feed and accessories for small birds, horses, rabbits and 
small animals. 

Pop in and visit to see our large supply throughout our 
warehouse or visit our website www.cosworthstudfeeds.co.uk 



Cottons 


Chartered Surveyors | Letting Agents | 
Auctioneers | Property Managers 

Cottons have been successfully selling property by Auction for well 
in excess of 50 years and are now established as one of the leading 
Auctioneers outside of London. 

Our Auctions are usually held at The Holte Suite, Aston Villa Football 
Club, Aston, Birmingham and typically comprise of an extensive 
range of residential and commercial property, land, and ground 
rent investments. 

Whilst our catalogue will normally comprise of property within the 
Midlands Region, we have a proven track record for selling lots 
further a field and extending across the UK. 

If you have a property to include in any of our forthcoming Auctions, 
contact our friendly and professional auction team. 

Our next Auction Thursday 14th April 2016 


Cavendish House 359-361 Hagley Road, Birmingham, West Midlands, B17 8DL. Tel: 0121 247 2233 


Spring is near! So time to get out and re-vamp your garden! 
Whatever you need, you will find it at our landscape centre, 
we stock a huge range of landscaping products and we 
build sheds and summerhouses! 



Our range includes decorative aggregates, timber, decking, 
paving, fencing, sand, soil and turf. 

We are open 7 days a week! Mon- Fri 7.30-5pm Sat 8.00- 
4pm and Sundays 9.30-1.30pm. 

Please visit our website www.landscapecentres.com or call 
us on 0121-557-1743. 

We are a family run business and are always happy to help! 



Rear of 64 High Street, West Bromwich, B70 6JT. Tel: 0121 553 0666 


341 Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7PP 0121 557 1743 
www.landscapecentres.com 
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Charity no 517656 


01597 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


t w* Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 

sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic 

Spoil Yourselfe views w '^ rec * ^ es soar ' n 9 overhead. 
Book a Lodge with a ^Stunning location and excellent touring centre. 
Hot Tub ^ Dogs welcome 'Small site. AI1 year round 
availability. Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


Yew Tree Nursing Home 
Family Fun Day ana Dog Show 


In Aid of Mary Steven's Hospice Charity 
Saturday 18th June 2016-11 am to 4pm 

Dog Show Categories: 

♦ Best Trick ♦ WaggiestTail 

♦ Prettiest Dog ♦ Best Puppy 
♦ Best Veteran ♦ Best Fancy Dress 

♦ All Winners will be placed 
in our Best In Show Class 

Entry £5 per dog ♦ All proceeds to the charity. 

* Prize includes Rosette and Treats for the Dog 


Stallholders Wanted £10 per stall contact Vicky Mills on 01562 710 809 
option 2 or email Vicky@yewtreenursinghome.co.uk for further information. 
• All proceeds from stalls will go to the charity. 

Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX Tel: 01562 710809 




Yew 

Tree 


Can YOU A<££ORD 
to miss these prices? 


CALL NOW- 


CALL NOW 

8 FLAT WINDOWS • 2 DOORS - AMAZING PRICES 


WHITE BI-FOLD DOORS SUPPLIED & FITTED 

CONSERVATORIES NOW AVAILABLE 

MANUFACTURERS OF uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 

PATIO AND FRENCH DOORS FITTED - 

CALL NOW 


Ao££ORDABLE 

WINDOWS&DOORS 

A Rainbow through the clouds... i pFM -. | 

Looking after Clients for 15 years , GGF 


www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


All work project managed from start to finish 


Paul's 

Pet Minders 

01384 865 865 

Dog Boarding in Private Homes 
Pet Visiting & Sitting 
Dog Walking 
Cat Feeding 


Cat 

Feeding 




Dog 


walking 


W of wlnoing , a < cc.ir<-«' on *“ 


, at Yew Trees? 


“ 7 "":-*—r"" 

Si-—ri 

. WWdocspef vls * n8 * nyWS? 

i. (rorl£499? 

Who sells log bum |n 42 2? 

7 whose teiepnone number ^ in 

& ^WalasandSno^a. 


www.paulspetminders.co.uk 

Paul@paulspetminders.co.uk 


Why try Cambridge Weight Plan? 

♦ 121 consultations and weigh ins 

♦ Nutritionally complete meal replacement plan 

♦ Huge variety of products available Bcambridgewithsam 

' Find us at the bottom of Mucklow Hill, B62 8EN 

Bring this advert in to get 10% off your first week 


Contact us for 

Samantha & Brett Thomas 

07740622317 


Easter Sunday Carvery 

A 12pm-3pm £5.99 
'tF Monday - Saturday 
12pm - 2.30pm, 5pm - 7pm £4.49 


Next to Britannia Park, 
18 Rowley Village, 
Rowley Regis B65 9AT 
Tel: 0121 559 3415 


- 4** 




NHS DENTISTRY CARE 

[modern nhs dentistry with care] 

Look great & feel 
great in 2016 

WE ALSO OFFER: 

• BEST PRACTICE 
GUIDELINES APPLIED 

•ONE TO ONE QUALITY CARE 

• DIGITAL XRAY 

• SAME DAY URGENT BOOKINGS 

• ORTHODONTIC CARE 

• CHOICE OF FOUR 
EXPERT DENTISTS 


RICHMOND HOUSE DENTAL PRACTICE 

Book your appointment today All work guaranteed 

135 High Street, Amblecote 

HI IRA |111 Stourbridge DY8 4YY 

U IOOH 1 OUU I I I www.eliassmilecentre.co.uk 


Spring is Near! 


Find everything you need to 
revampfyour garden at 


THE LANDSCAPE CENTRE 

We stock a huge range of 
landscaping products including 

• Decorative Aggregates • Timber 

• Decking • Paving 

• Fencing • Sand, Soil & Turf 


A family OPEN 7 
run DAYS A 
business WEEK 


Mon - Fri 7.30 - 5.00pm, Sat 8.00 - 4.00pm, Sun 9.30 - 1.00pm 

341 Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7PP 

0121 557 1743 

www.landscapecentres.com 


‘Easter Sunday Set Menu 



1 //// 

/</ /xy; r/ 


157 Hagley Road, Oldswinford, 
Stourbridge DY8 2JJ 

01384 396290 


BESPOKE KITCHEN 



ubhi’s 


www. th eretreatatoldswinford.co.uk 


• Free Quotes»Free Local Delivery»Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


kitchens & furniture 

0121 557 7222 

Britannia Street, Tividale, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 
www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 


10 v* 


0121 5521151 

15 Langley 
"Vn „.r High Street 

6 TjJua** B69 4SN 


5 Course Meal • Tues ■ Thurs 

£9.95pp 






















































,. —.:::::: 


Wt/WTSlW'SS. . .. 

.. .-y e \Ho. . . 

Postcode. to a b\de bv * em ‘ . 

\ba\ieteadtdeto\es one ^\\b. ^ ^ ^ ^ The ^ ner 

i. uw e \ 0 spend mV P n ^ ^ h March 201 ■ MB 


fustHame. 


.Email- 



id\betu\ebtt»«— . h ■ 

itet „S^d m VP'W mWeV " _-- ,s 26* M.«* W 

A f w 

be preP areC * ______ J 




L 


Free Boiler under 
Eco Scheme 


The Great 
Barr Hotel 


3 H ote I Tr^ N 


If you own or privately rent your 
property and are entitled to any 
benefits listed and your boiler is 
more than 2 years old. We can 
get you a new boiler under this 
scheme call now. 


You must be entitled to benefits 
(incl tax credits / IS / Job seekers / 
DWP/ESAS/State pension) 
Private rented / Owner Occupied 
property 


Saturday 19th March 

George Michael / 
Wham / 80’s 

£29.95 including 3 course meal 

Saturday 2nd March 

Motown 

£29.95 including 3 course meal 

Saturday 9th April 

Murs & Mars 


GREAT SAVINGS 
INSTORE NOW 


SONY 



SONY KDL-32W705C 

• 80cm/32” Motionflow 200, black bezel, silver stand 

» Enhance your viewing with sharp Full HD pictures and 
super slim looks 

• Full HD TV with X-Reality PRO, Motionflow XR, 
One-Flick entertainment and bass reflex spe 

»Stunning Full HD quality with X-Reality PRO 
» Living-room friendly, slim design 
»Access YouTube and more with built-in WiFi 


ONLY £299.95 

INCLUDING A 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 

/I 



SONY KDL-40W705C 

> 102cm/40” Motionflow 200, black bezel, silver stand 

• Enhance your viewing with sharp Full HD pictures and 
super slim looks 

> Full HD TV with X-Reality PRO, Motionflow XR, 
One-Flick entertainment and bass reflex speakers 

> Stunning Full HD quality with X-Reality PRO 
« Living-room friendly, slim design 

• Access YouTube and more with built-in WiFi 


ONLY £379.95 

INCLUDING A 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 



3S to all 


SONY KDL-43W755C 

• 108cm/43” black bezel, black stand 

• Be thrilled with Full HD and effortless acci 
your entertainment 

» Full HD Android TV with X-Reality PRO, and a host of 
connectivity features. 

• X-Reality PRO 
»Android TV 


Also available in silver 

ONLY £499.95 


INCLUDING A S YEARS GUARANTEE 



SONY KDL-50W755C 

• 126cm/50” black bezel, black stand 

> Be thrilled with Full HD and effortless 
access to all your entertainment 

> Full HD Android TV with X-Reality PRO, 
and a host of connectivity features. 

> X-Reality PRO 


»Android TV 


ONLY £599.95 



> 


SONY KDL-48W705C 

»121 cm/48” Motionflow 200, black bezel, 
silver stand 

> Enhance your viewing with sharp Full HD pictures 
and super slim looks 

- Full HD TV with X-Reality PRO, Motionflow XR, 


• Stunning Full HD quality with X-Reality PRO 

• Living-room friendly, slim design 

• Access YouTube and more with built-in WiFi 


ONLY £449.95 


INCLUDING A 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 



SONY KD-43X8305C 

• 108cm/43” Motionflow 800, black bezel, dark 
chrome mirror stand 

• Enter a world of 4K entertainment 

• 4K Android TV with 4K X-Reality PRO, and a host 
of connectivity features 

• Incredible 4K images with 4K Processor XI 

• Android TV for movies, games, and connectivity 

• Living-room friendly, slim design 


ONLY £649.95 

INCLUDING A 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 


bssT 


SONY HT-XT3 

» 2.1 ch TV Base Speaker with 
Wi-Fi/Bluetooth 

*Sit at the heart of the action with this 
all-in-one Bluetooth base speaker 

* 2.1 channel base speaker with S-Force 
PRO Surround Sound, NFC, and LDAC 
Bluetooth connectivity 

* High-Resolution Audio 

* 350W total power output 

* One-touch listening with Bluetooth 


and NFC 


ONLY £349.95 
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Tel: 01384 395852 or 01384 397271 


www.geoffhillltd.co.uk • Open 7 days 

7 High Street, Amblecote, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 4DE 


SAVE BIOWS ON A 
REPLACEMENT KITCHEN 


BEFORE 


£29.95 including 3 course meal 




Admire Coatings Ltd 


Why replace your kitchen when we 
can respray your dated kitchen. 

We Can spray just the Doors or 
your Whole Kitchen. 

_ . . You can even dismantle yourself 

www.admirecoatings.co.uk (i^ep cost down) or leave it to us 
All colours. Farrow & Ball now 
matched. 


Open: MON - FRI 8am - 4.30pm 

Tel: 01384 639793 Mob: 07824 997887 email: tony@admirecoatings.co.uk wappiy 


Why not make a night of it with our great value 
Champagne Stayover Packages from £115 for two! 


Midland Boiler Scheme 

Call us today! 

T: 0121 429 9912 M: 07527 787050 


We also cater for large parties! 

The Great Barr Hotel, Pear Tree Drive, 
Newton Road, Birmingham B43 6HS 


Caltoursof 


Birmingham Ltd 


Christmas Brochure Now Available to Download 


Full list of events on 
www.thegreatbarrhotel.com 

Call 0121 357 1141 to book 


Coach Excursions from Birmingham 

19th September 

NORTH WALES 
& SNOWDONIA 




FIREPLACE 


FACTORY DIRECT 


YOU CAN NOW ORDER ONLINE 




www.fireplacefactorydirect.co.uk 




COLLEttl 



0 




EDDIE GROUT Mobile: 07836 678221 

Email: eddiegrout@hotmail.co.uk www.bike-medicwestmids.com 


Over 50 years of 
experience serving the 
people of Smethwick, 


Trinity 

FUNERAL 
SERVICES LTD 


Holy Trinity Church, 
Church Hill St, 
Smethwick B67 7AH. 
Telephone 0121 558 3242 

www.trinityfunerals.co.uk 


The Black Country 
and beyond. 


(5 days) 

£398.00 per person sharing 
National Trust Members 
£388 per person sharing 
Single Supplement £60 
Half board accommodation in Abergele 
Visit to Penrhyn Castle 
Single Journey trip on the Welsh 
Highland Railway 

Guided Tour of Snowdonia by coach 
Visit to St Asaph, and Beaumaris 
Visit to Plas Newydd (Llangollen) 





Cut Out the Middle Man & Buy Direct 

Open Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm Saturday 8am - 2pm 


Unit 12, Par krose Industrial Estate, Midd lento re Road B66 2DZ 


i 0121558 8265 

I 7 CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOKfireplacefactorydirect 
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Forthcoming CottOHS 
Auction 


CHAITIRID SUVtVBYOItS 


Thursday 14th April 2016 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


x 


Considering Selling 
x by Auction? 

Call for your 

" No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 





Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


PROPERTY 


Apartment situated in a 
popular residential block 



A WELL presented top floor 
two-bedroomed apartment 
in a popular residential block 
in Old Meeting Street, West 
Bromwich, is within easy 
reach of the town centre and 
motorway links. 

It is for sale through Paul Dub- 
berley at £78,950. 

With double glazing, allocated park¬ 
ing and a remote access controlled 
entry, its accommodation briefly com¬ 
prises a communal entrance hall, an 
inner hallway, two double bedrooms, 
an open plan lounge/kitchen/diner, 
Juliet balcony and a family bathroom. 

It is offered for sale with vacant pos¬ 
session or with a tenant. Contact Paul 
Dubberley on 0121 5252111 or visit 
www.pauldubberley.co.uk 








9 Carters Green, West Bromwich 
www.parkerrose.co.uk 
Telephone: 0121 525 7076 


1, 2, 3, 4 Bedroom houses, apartments, 
flats needed 


for immediate rental. 
LET your property out today by / t 
fi jfo. West Bromwich’s fastest Mm 
SS growing letting agents. Jfjl 

“Your Property ,; w 


1 nonty 













































A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


oulsnam 


M 


0121 4299986 



Barclay Road, Bearwood 


► Traditional Mid Terrace 

► Three Bedrooms 

► Two Reception Rooms 

► Modern Brekfast kitchen 

► Period Features 

► EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £244,950 



Milcote Road, Bearwood 


► Traditional Mid Terrace 

► Three Bedrooms 

► Through Lounge 

► Delightful Kitchen 

► No Upward Chain 

► EP Rating TBC 

£220,000 



Wattis Road, Bearwood 


► Traditiona Mid Terrace 

► Requires Modernisation 

► Two Double Bedrooms 

► Two Reception Rooms 

► No Upward Chain 

► EP Rating TBC 

Offers in the region of £119,950 



Katherine Road, Bearwood 


► Traditional Terrace Property 

► Requiring General Modernisation 

► Retaining Some Period Features 

► Three Bedrooms 

► Two Reception Rooms 

► EP Rating F 

Offers in the region of £129,950 



Pargeter Road, Bearwood 


• Traditional Mid Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Modern Kitchen and Bathroom 

• No Upward Chain 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £137,500 


Lightwoods Road, Bearwood Glynside Avenue, Quinton Summerfield Crescent, Edgbaston 



f^RICS 


Ombudsman 


www.oulsnam.net 
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Two-bedroom detached 
has been refurbished 


Cxgwqod 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


Next Auction Coming Soon 


JW 



Why Sell With Us? 

• Award Winning Auction House 

• 88% Success Rate* 

• Sold 558 Properties* 

• Raised £77m in Sales* 

* Auction Results 2015 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation appraisal 

Birmingham & The South 

T: 0121 233 5046 IV 1 | | 

[01 ^ --“1 

Black Country & The North ■, 1 1 1 

1-w 

T: 07830 375 823 

W: cpbigwood.com 

i @CPBigwood 



THIS massive two-bedroomed de¬ 
tached house in Neptune Street, Tip- 
ton has been recently refurbished. 

Having been replastered and rewired and 
having recent double glazing and decorated 
throughout in neutral shades, it is for sale 
through Goodchilds at £140,000. 

It has a lounge with a feature open fireplace, 
a dining room with a feature fireplace, a kitchen 
with fitted units, a dressing room, master bed¬ 
room, second bedroom and a bathroom with a 
white suite and good-sized rear garden which has 
been hard landscaped for ease of maintenance and 
includes a paved patio. 

For further information contact Goodchilds on 
0121 5067670 or visit the website at www.good- 
childs-uk.com 



INKIER 


Um(M offer - 
carpets included 


Not to be missed, reserve now and get carpets included on 
our superb 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes that already boast 
an impressive specification including kitchen appliances and 
fitted wardrobes to master bedroom. 

Prices from only £107,196** through Help to Buy 

(full purchase price £133,995). 

Hurry - don’t miss out on this limited offer. 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



Park View 

Off Claypit Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
call: 0845 652 2471 t or 07773 067 988 
email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 



v\oiajt kohAi, v\oiajt lotokoh 


Internal photographs of a typical Kier showhome. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Carpets available on selected plots reserved before 31st March 2016. Terms and conditions apply. **Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions, f Calls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company's 
access charge. 


















































Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


pauldubberley 

It he estate a S en J^^Mb 

www.pauldubberley.7oTul<l 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


fx.e t** 


Willenhall Walsall Bilston 

01902 505971 01922 460781 01902 505974 



• Modern Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing * 

• Garage Conversion 

• 4 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


Gas Central Heating 


£179,950 


PUBLIC NOTICE 




• Impressive & Immaculate Detached Residence 

• Three Bedrooms & Refitted Family Bathroom 

• Spacious Lounge & Dining Room 

• , Feature Conservatory 

Viewing: around £195,000 


PUBLIC NOTICE 




• Modern Detached Residence 

• Four Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Lounge & Dining Room 

• , Modern Kitchen Including Utility Area 

£185,000 


Somerset Crescent 
Wednesbury 


• Semi Detached 

• Scope For Improvement 

• No Upward chain 

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bedrooms 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£89,950 


• Extended Semi Detached 

• Much Sought After cul de sac Location 

• upvc double glazing • gas central heating 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC C 

Viewing: AROUND: £ .j 2 5 ,QQQ 


• Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • No Upward Chain 

• Good Location 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC E 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£99,950 


• Modern Semi Detached 

• Ideal Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• EPC Rating D 

• Lounge • Dining Room 


• Fitted Kitchen 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom, 

OFFERS AROUND: 


£130,000 



Heron House 

DATE OF NOTICE: 11/03/2016 BY ORDER OF THE MORTGAGEE IN POS¬ 
SESSION WE ADVISE THAT AN OFFER OF £59,950 HAS BEEN RECEIVED 
FOR Flat 3 Heron House, Bell Street, Tipton, DY4 8JG. ANY PERSONS WISH¬ 
ING TO MAKE AN INCREASED OFFER SHOULD NOTIFY THE AGENTS Paul 
Dubberley, DY4 7HF, Tel: 012 1_5223Z33OFJHEIR BEST OF FER. EPC B 


Addenbrooke Street 
Wednesbury 


• Traditional Detached Bungalow 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Lounge 

• EPC Rating E 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

Viewing 


• 2 Bedrooms 

• Modern Fitted Bathroom 

• Driveway To Front, 

OFFERS AROUND: 


£120,000 


• Semi Detached 

• Imposing Corner Plot 

• Gas Central Heating • Improved Accommodation 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£104,950 


cracking tim 


it’s a 

to sell your property 


• Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• Quiet Cul De Sac Location 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC E 

Viewing: AROUND: £ .j 2 5,0QQ 


Farhill Close 
West Bromwich 


• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£130,000 


Vicarage Road 
West Bromwich 



• End Terrace 

• 3 bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• , Kitchen / Diner 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£125,000 


• Mid Terrace House 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Porch, Lounge, Dining Room 

• , Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£105,000 


Hilton Street 
West Bromwich 


Ash Drive 
West Bromwich 


Cook Street 

Two Bed ground floor flat. We have 
received an offer of &pound;57,000. 
Any increased offer are to be re¬ 
ceived within 5 days of this publi- 
cation at thejaboye agents. 


Dove Close 
Wednesbury 





• Extended end Terrace 

• 3/2 Bedrooms 

• Porch, hallway 
,Lounge 


£117,500 


• Semi Detached House 

• 3 bedrooms 

• Porch, Lounge 

• , Kitchen / Diner 


£132,500 


Call us now for a free appraisal of your home! 


Hampshire Road 
West Bromwich 


pauldubberley 

the estate agent 


wnawv. pauldubberley.co.uk 
www.pauldubberley.tv 



Somerset Crescent 
Wednesbury 


Burrs Drive 
Wednesbury 


Friar Park Road 
Wednesbury 


• New Property 

• 3 Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Master with Ensuite 

• , Fitted Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: OH 7C 

Viewing: LI lO,UUU 


Ardav Road 
West Bromwich 


• Semi Detached 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Entrance Porch, Hallway 
, Lounge / Dining Room 


£135,000 


Bromford Lane 
West Bromwich 



• Well Maintained Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms & Kitchen 

• , Shower Room With Separate WC 

£125,000 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Through Lounge & Kitchen 

• , First Floor Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£109,950 


• Ground Floor With Allocated Parking 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Lounge & Kitchen 

• , Modern Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£90,000 


• Mid Terrace Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge & Modern Kitchen 

• EPC Rating: D, First Floor Bathroom 

£110,000 


• Mid Terrace Property 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Lounge / Diner 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£125,000 


• Mid Terrace House 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• 2 Reception rooms 

• , Kitchen, Bathroom 
OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£115,000 


Tt*c Property 

OmboH\m.in 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 
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Comberford Drive,Wednesbury 


£155,000 


Wednesbury 
0121 5067670 


16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HQ 



St. Christopher Drive,Wednesbury 

• Three Bedrooms Semi Detached 

• Off Road Parking 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 


V Offers in Excess of £140,000 y 



Hawkswood Drive,Wednesbury 

• Deceptively Spacious 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Re-Styled Master En-Suite 

• Re-Styled Bathroom 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Conservatory 



Collins Road,Wednesbury 


• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• ENTRANCE HALLWAY 

• KITCHEN/DINER 

• LOUNGE 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 


\ ^Offers in the Region Of £120,000 _j 



INSTRUCT GOODCHILDS TO SELL 
YOUR PROPERTY BEFORE EASTER 

TO GET £525 OFF 

YOUR FEE OR YOU MAY GET IT 


% i f 


Wo are giving every person that instructs Goodchilds to sell 
their property before 27th March 2016 an easter egg. Five 
of these special eggs will be GOLD (chocolate) and those 5 
lucky winners will get their property SOLD for FREE! 


Totvys Coodtrcos Appt> PIm» *sk for defUH 



• Terraced Property 


• NO UPWARD CHAIN! 


• Three Story 


• Three Bedrooms 


• Family bathroom 


• Kitchen/Diner 


V £136,000 




Old Park Road,Wednesbury 


• Terraced 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Open Plan Lounge Diner 

• Fully Fitted Kitchen 

• Downstairs WC 

• Family Bathroom 


y Offers in Excess of £124,950 J 



Peel Close,Wednesbury 


• ATTRACTIVE LOCATION 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• ENTRANCE PORCH 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• CONSERVATORY 

• TWO BEDROOMS 


V Offers in the Region Of £115,000 j 




Queen Street,Wednesbury 


Offers in Excess of £90,000 




Lawn Road,Wolverhampton 

• First Floor Flat 

• One Bedroom 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Family Bathroom 

• Double Glazing 


y Offers in Excess of £55,000 J 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


* Stoke-on-Trent 

* Sutton Coldfield 

* Tamworth 
■ Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 



Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 












































































































Oxford Way,Tipton 


A 



The Avenue,Weat Midlands 




Monthly Rental Of £495 



Wednesbury 
0121 5067670 





CERTIFICATE 


Free gas certificate and EPC for all 
new landlords that instruct Goodchilds 
before the end of September. 

No up front charges 
No set up fees 



Terms & Conditions Apply 



Holyhead Road, 


• Second Floor Apartment 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• Separate Kitchen 

• Double Glazing / Electric Heating 

• Sorry NO DHSS 



Monthly Rental Of £475 



Monthly Rental Of £450 


Bassett Road,West Midlands 


"N 


J 


r 


The Avenue,Wednesbury 




r 


Westbourne Court,Darlaston 


~\ 



Monthly Rental Of £395 


Monthly Rental Of £450 



Dudley Port,Tipton 

• Two Bedroom Flat 

• Double Glazing 

• Central Location 

• Gas central Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


y Monthly Rental Of £375 j 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


• Erdington 

• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 


• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Tamworth 

• Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 
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Connells 

WEST BROMWICH 


Bank Street 

West Bromwich £180,000 



A 4 bedroom modern style house, comprising an entrance hallway, downstairs 
W/C, lounge, kitchen/diner and upstairs family bathroom. The property also benefits 
from an en-suite to the master bedroom, gas central heating, gardens to the front 
an^aj^fT^a^aj^in^n^id^aray^N^PWAR^HAIN^P^AnN^ 


Anchor Drive 

Tipton £85,000 



A well maintained 2 bedroom first floor apartment within a cul-de-sac 
location offering canal views, allocated parking, spacious lounge, 
fitted kitchen, bathroom, double glazing, electric heating (where 
sgecified^^^PWAR^^AI^£^P^W1N^^^^^ 


Tantany Lane 

West Bromwich £119,950 



A 3 bedroom traditional style mid terrace property briefly comprising of entrance 
hallway, two reception rooms, breakfast kitchen and a downstairs bathroom. 

The property also benefits from an upstairs WC, central heating, double glazing 
^whei^|3ecified^nc^eai^|arcleiO«N^UPVVAR^HAIN^P^TO^^^ 


Moat Road 

Tipton £160,000 



A very well presented 4 bedroom traditional style semi detached property, 
comprising of a porch, entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen, conservatory, 
downstairs guest WC, upstairs family bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing 
jwher^gecified^Tron^n^eai^ardens^nvewa^n^^arac|^P^re^^^ 


Park Crescent 

West Bromwich £150,000 



A well presented 3 bedroom semi detached property briefly comprising of an 
entrance hallway, through lounge and kitchen, an upstairs bathroom, gas central 
heating and double glazing (where specified) and has gardens to the front and 
rear. •INTERNAL VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.* EPC RATING D 



Bromford Lane 

West Bromwich £117,500 



A 3 bedroom mid terrace property situated in West Bromwich town 
centre and offering 2 reception rooms, kitchen/diner, downstairs 
bathroom, double glazing, central heating (where specified) and garage 
to rear. EPC RATING E 


Bridle Grove 

West Bromwich £235,000 



A 3 bedroom detached property, entrance hallway, downstairs 
cloakroom, lounge, kitchen, utility, upstairs family bathroom, master 
bedroom with en suite, central heating, double glazing (where specified) 
fron^nch^ai^jardens^fHoac^DaMnc^nc^iaraci^^P^^AnN^^^^ 


0121 525 1177 westbromwich@connells.co.uk 

3 Astle Park, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 8NS 


The Property 
Ombudsman 

LETTINGS 



connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEDNESBURY 


Carriage Close 

Wednesbury £68,750 



An ideal starter home offered at the 50% share. A modern three 
bedroom property on a corner plot in a cul-de-sac, comprising of 
lounge, kitchen, downstairs WC, upstars bathroom, rear garden, two 
allocatec^Dajf<inc^|Daces^loubl^[lazinc^nc^entraMTeatinc^^^^ 


Bilston Road 

Tipton £169,950 



Viewing is highly recommended to appreciate this well presented and 
spacious three bedroom detached property. The property comprises of 
lounge, dining room, conservatory, upstairs bathroom, off road parking with 
garag^^h^ideHron^n^eai^ardens^oubl^lazin^n^entranTeatin^. 


Peach Avenue 

Wednesbury £ 100,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property briefly comprising of double 
glazing and central heating (were specified) entrance hallway, lounge, 
kitchen/diner, downstairs bathroom, enclosed rear garden. 


Poplar Avenue 

Wednesbury £145,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property briefly comprising off double 
glazing and central heating,fitted kitchen, lounge/diner, first floor 
bathroom, enclosed rear garden, garage, driveway providing off road 


Princess Way 

Wednesbury £89,950 



A modern two bedroom end terrace property benefiting from no upward 
chain comprising of lounge, kitchen diner, bathroom, double glazing 
(were specified), enclosed rear garden and allocated off road parking. 


Hydes Road 

Wednesbury £169,950 



A three bedroom semi detached property briefly comprising of central 
heating & double glazing, lounge, dining area, kitchen, first floor 
bathroom and enclosed rear garden. Internal inspection is highly 
recommended. 


Beebee Road 

Wednesbury £169,950 



A two bedroom detached bungalow briefly comprising of central heating 
& double glazing, lounge, fitted kitchen, shower room, separate W/C, 
enclosed rear garden, driveway providing off road parking leading to a 


Richards Street 

Wednesbury £129,950 



Viewing advised on this two bedroom semi detached property comprising 
of double glazing and central heating were specified, entrance hallway, 
lounge, fitted kitchen, conservatory, downstairs bathroom, first floor W/C, 
enclosech|eai^|arden^invewa^Drovidinc^fn|oac^3ajf<inc^^^£HA[N^ 


0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

22 Springfield, Wednesbury,wWest Midlands WS10 9AD 


|^\ The Property 
V \ Ombudsman 

LETTINGS 
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Connells 

BEARWOOD 


Church Road 

Smethwick £115,000 



FANTASTIC mid-terraced property; compromising of 3 bedrooms, 2 
reception rooms and a downstairs bathroom within close proximity to 
local schools and amenities! VIEWING RECOMMENDED! 


Anderson Road 

Bearwood £134,950 



A fantastic opportunity to purchase a detached residence, situated 
in the heart of the popular and desirable Bearwood area, Having two 
Bedrooms, off road car parking and no upward chain. Viewing is 
essentiaFt^jDjsreciat^h^nicjuenes^nh^Drogert^^P^^^^^^ 


Bleakhouse Road 

Oldbury £150,000 



A spacious 3 bed semi-detached property comprising of 2 reception 
rooms upstairs bathroom and off road parking. PERFECT FOR 
INVESTORS OR FIRST TIME BUYERS! Viewing highly recommended! 


Stony Lane 

Smethwick £215,000 



A SPACIOUS and EXTENDED 5 bedroom semi-detached property 
comprising of 2 reception rooms, upstairs bathroom and downstairs 
shower room. Having a garage to the rear and fully double glazed and 
centraHTeatin^hroughou^lEWIN^IGH^ECOMMENDED!^ 


Harvest Road 
Oldbury 


£145,000 


Fountain Road 
Edgbaston 


£305,000 




OUT WITH 

THE OLD 

IN WITH 
THE SOLD 

BOOK YOUR FREE 


Cuin Road 

Smethwick £89,950 



A three bedroom semi detached with large converted loft space currently used as 
a fourth bedroom and off road car parking to the front, split level garden with large 
patio and lawned areas. Also having family lounge, and utility area off the kitchen and 
moden^athroon^/iewin^Tighl^ecommende^^royert^^ffere^witfui^haij^ 


An impressive three storey Victorian semi detached property, having gas 
central heating and double glazing where specified and comprising: entrance 
porch, entrance hall, lounge, second lounge, dining area, breakfast room, 
kitchen^loakroom^h^edrooms^athroom^arkin^n^ardej^^PC^^ 


0121 420 3611 bearwood@connells.co.uk 

122 Poplar Road, Bearwood ,West Midlands B66 4AP 



PUBLIC NOTICE: We are acting in the sale of the above property and have received an offer of 
£91,000 on the above property. 

Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in writing to the selling agent before 

exchancj^fcontract^ake^olac^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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OLDBURY 


Ashtree Road 


£160,000 


Regent Road 


£137,000 


Apollo Road 


£134,995 


Midhill Drive 


£129,950 



EPC RATING AWAITED - Immaculately presented three bedroom semi-detached home situated 
in popular location with accommodation to comprise Entrance Hall, Through Lounge/Diner, 
Re-fitted kitchen, re-fitted bathroom, access to a floored attic space providing potential for fourth 
bedraom^ls^oenefit^rorTK|ascentraHieatin^ 


George Wood Ave- 

nue £197,500 



EPC RATING B - An IMMACULATELY presented and RECENTLY 
constructed detached home situated in a POPULAR CUL-DE-SAC 
location with excellent access to all local amenities 



EPC RATING E - Connells are pleased to offer for sale this well 
presented and much improved semi detached home situated in this 
POPULAR residential location with excellent access to all local amenities 
includinc^|ooc^3nmaj^nc^econdai^chool^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Ashes Road 

£230,000 



EPC RATING D - EASTER WEEKEND Open House Event. Come along 
and have a look round this lovely 3 bed detached bungalow on Bank 
Holiday Friday (25th March 2016). Call now on 0121 552 2671 to book 

^ouj^lo^Hun^^ouh^io^isaggointed^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



EPC RATING D - A traditional terraced property with TWO reception rooms, downstairs 
wet room and first floor family bathroom, off road parking to the front of property for 
several cars. Double glazing and central heating where specified. ^VIEWING IS 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO APPRECIATE THE ACCOMMODATION ON OFFER* 


Darby Hill Road 

£209,950 



EPC RATING D - EASTER WEEKEND Open House Event. Come along 
and have a look round this lovely 3 bed detached bungalow on Bank 
Holiday Saturday (26th March 2016). Call now on 0121 552 2671 to 
bool^ouj^lo^Hun^^oul^To^isaggointed^^^^^^^^^^^^ 




EPC RATING D - A semi detached home in need of GENERAL REFURBISHMENT, 
but generally good sized accommodation comprising entrance hall, through lounge, 
breakfast kitchen, conservatory, four bedrooms, master with ensuite and family 
bathroorr^^imUlooi^fHoa^arkin^n^eai^arder^^N^UPWAR^HAINM 

Pool Lane 

£160,000 


EPC RATING E - EASTER WEEKEND Open House Event. Come along 
and have a look round this lovely 3 bed semi detached home on Bank 
Holiday Monday (28th March 2016). Call now on 0121 552 2671 to 
bool^ouj^lo^Hun^^oul^To^isaggointed^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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LOVE YOUR 
POSTCODE 

ttchasehappiness 


Multi-Award Winning Estate Agency. Made in Birmingham 

Call us today to arrange your free market appraisal 

Our group offers a clever way of selling your home for more % 


Wasperton Close, Birmingham 



• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE 

• LARGE CORNER PLOT 

• OFF ROAD PARKING/TANDEM GARAGE 

• EPC RATING: D 


Minton Road, Harborne 



• THREE BEDROOM DETACHED FAMILY HOME 
•DRIVEWAY AND GARAGE 

• FRONT & REAR GARDENS 

• EPC RATING: D 


Cambridge Crescent, Edgbaston 



• MODERN TWO BEDROOM HOUSE 

• UPSTAIRS FAMILY BATHROOM 

• MODERN FITTED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


Shelsley Avenue, Oldbury 



• FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED PROPERTY 

• GARAGE & DRIVEWAY 

• ENSUITE TO MASTER BEDROOM 

• EPC RATING: D 


Dayhouse Bank, Romsley 



• DELIGHTFUL TWO BEDROOM COTTAGE 

• PRIVATE MATURE REAR GARDENS 

• LOVELY PERIOD FEATURES 

• EPC RATING: F 


Offers in Excess of £209,950 


Offers in Excess of £199,950 


Offers in Excess of £194,950 


Offers in Excess of £174,950 


Offers in Excess of £169,950 


Tame Street, West Bromwich 



• MODERN THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• LARGER THAN AVERAGE PLOT OF LAND 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• EPC RATING: C 


Tudor Court,, Sutton Coldfield 


"1 



• SECOND FLOOR RETIREMENT APARTMENT 

• EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH QUALITY THROUGHOUT 

• REAL OAK FLOORING AND OAK GLASS 
PANELLED DOORS 

• EPC RATING: C 


Cheshire Road, Smethwick 


Titford Road, Oldbury 


Hudson Road, Tipton 



• FOUR BEDROOM MID TERRACE 

• OPEN PLAN LARGE THROUGH LOUNGE 

• SPACIOUS PROPERTY, OFFERING POTENTIAL 

• EPC RATING: D 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• THREE RECEPTION ROOMS 

• MODERN KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: E 


• SPACIOUS THREE BEDROOM TERRACE 

• DECORATED TO A TASTEFUL STANDARD 

• NEWLY INSTALLED EXPENSIVE KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


Offers in Excess of £159,950 


Offers in the Region Of £144,950 


Offers in Excess of £126,950 


£124,950 


Offers in the Region Of £124,950 


Sales Valuations 

0800 862 0871 



SELL YOUR 
HOME FROM 

£798 

14 DAYS 

TO FIND A BUYER 

Q 

£2,335 AVERAGE 
CUSTOMER SAVING 




The Fairway, Kings Norton 


• THREE BEDROOM TERRACE HOUSE 

• DOUBLE GARAGES TO THE REAR 

• FITTED KITCHEN DINER AREA 

• EPC RATING: C 


Shelsley Avenue, Oldbury 


• THREE BEDROOM MID TERRACE 

• SPACIOUS THROUGH LOUNGE 

• MODERN NEWLY FITTED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: D 


The Furlong, Wednesbury 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOME 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

• GOOD SIZED BEDROOMS 

• EPC RATING: B 


Barnwood Road, Wolverhampton 


• THREE BEDROOM END TERRACE 

• SPACIOUS MODERN LOUNGE 

• KITCHEN / DINER 

• EPC RATING: D 


Sinope, Sherborne Street, Birmingham 


• FIRST FLOOR STUDIO APARTMENT 

• MODERN INTERIORS 

• INTEGRATED FITTED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


Landlord Valuations 

0333 344 7772 


90% HOMES SOLD 
OVER ASKING PRICE 



10,000 CLIENTS 
TRUSTED US LAST YEAR 


Offers in the Region Of £134,950 


Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury 


• EXCELLENT THREE BEDROOM DETACHED 

• SEPERATE LARGE ANNEX 

• CONSERVATORY AND OUTHOUSE 

• EPC RATING: D 


Offers in Excess of £124,950 


Cadgwith Gardens, Bilston 


• FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED FAMILY HOME 

• SITUATED IN A QUIET CUL-DE-SAC 

• OPEN PLAN DINING/BREAKFAST ROOM 

• EPC RATING: E 


Offers in Excess of £119,950 


Hellier Avenue, Tipton 


• LOVELY THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• ON A LARGE PLOT OF LAND 

• OFF ROAD PARKING WITH GARAGE 

• EPC RATING: D 


Offers in Excess of £99,950 


Plants Grove, Erdington 



• MODERN THREE BEDROOM HOUSE 

• UPSTAIRS SHOWER ROOM 

• OPEN PLAN LIVING ROOM 

• FRONT & REAR GARDENS 


Offers in Excess of £94,950 


Little Lane, West Bromwich 



• THREE BEDROOM TERRACED HOME 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• OPPOSITE SANDWELL HOSPITAL 

• EPC RATING: D 


RENT GUARANTEE 

GET YOUR RENT ON 
TIME EVERY MONTH 

16 

10 DAYS TO FIND 
A PROFESSIONAL 
TENANT 


36 MONTHS WE 



Offers in Excess of £214,950 


Guide Price £189,950 


Offers in the Region Of £174,950 


Offers in Excess of £129,950 


Offers in Excess of £109,950 SPECIALISE IN LONG 


Brunswick Road, Handsworth 



• FOUR BEDROOM END OF TERRACE 

• MODERN NEUTRAL DECOR 

• LARGE KITCHEN/DINER 

• EPC RATING: B 


Druids Avenue, Rowley Regis 



• THREE BEDROOM LINKED DETACHED HOUSE 

• NICE QUIET LOCATION 

• GARAGE 

•FRONT AND REAR GARDENS 


Heritage Way, Tipton 


Hobart Point,, West Bromwich 


Gladstone Street, West Bromwich 



• FULLY FURNISHED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• REAR GARDEN 


• GROUND FLOOR TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED 

• REMOTE CONTROLLED GATED ACCESS 

• OFFERING GREAT VIEWS FROM EVERY ASPECT 


• MODERN TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• ECONOMY 7 ELECTRICAL HEATING 

• MODERN DECOR 


TERM CONTRACTS 


FIVE STAR RATED 
BY OUR CLIENTS 

35TRUSTPILOT 

QQQQQ 



£450 P/A 

SAVING WHEN 
SWITCHING TO US 




































37 



HOBS ROAD WEDNESBURY 

• SEMI IN SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION 

• THREE WELL PROPORTIONED BEDROOMS 

• RE FITTED KITCHEN & BATHROOM 


RUTLAND ROAD wednesbury 

• EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM SEMI 

• THROUGH LOUNGE/DINING ROOM 

• BREAKFAST KITCHEN 


CORONATION ROAD wednesbury 

• THREE BEDROOMED SEMI DETACHED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• A' RATED HEATING SYSTEM & DOUBLE 
GLAZING 


• DOUBLE GLAZING 

• CENTRALLY HEATED 

• OFF ROAD PARKING S. CAR PORT 


• SHOWER ROOM 

• CONSERVATORY 

• LOCATED ON POPULAR WOODS ESTATE 


• CAVITY WALL INSULATION 

• LOVELY CORNER POSITION 

• IDEAL FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUTING 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• IDEAL FAMILY HOME 

• SHARED DRIVEWAY AND GARAGE 


• CONSERVATORY 

• DOUBLE GLAZED 

• VACANT POSSESSION 


• THREE BEDROOM MID TERRACE 

• TWO RECPTION ROOMS 

• DOUBLE GLAZED 


• VACANT POSSESSION 

• CENTRALLY HEATED 

• LARGE REAR GARDEN 


• TRADITIONAL STYLE SEMI DETACHED 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• CONSERVATORY 


• OFF-ROAD PARKING FOR TWO CARS 

• DOUBLE GLAZED 

• CENTRAL HEATED 


• DINING KITCHEN 

• CONSERVATORY 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 


• TWO BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• LOUNGE AND KITCHEN 

• DOUBLE GLAZING 


• CENTRAL HEATING 

• REAR GARDEN S. OFF ROAD PARKING 

• GARAGE/STORAGE ROOM 


• SEMI DETACHED 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS PLUS LOFT ROOM 

• CONSERVATORY 


• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN WITH 

OUTBUILDINGS 

• IDEAL FIRST PURCHASE OR INVESTMENT 

• VACANT POSSESSION 


• VICTORIA SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE TO THE 
TOWN 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI 

• LIMITED MORTGAGE FINANCE AVAILABLE 

• CASH BUYERS PREFERED 


• POPULAR DEVELOPMENT 

• CUL DE SACE 

• VACANT POSSESSION 


• SPACIOUS FIRST FLOOR BATHROOM 

• PERIOD FEATURES 

• LARGE GARDEN 


• EXTENDED TERRACED HOUSE 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• EXTENDED DINING KITCHEN 


• DOUBLE GLAZED 

• CENTRALLY HEATED 

• VACANT POSSESSION 


• VACANT POSSESSION 

• DOUBLE GLAZING 

• CAVITY WALL INSULATION 

• LARGE REAR GARDEN 


AL HEATING 
T WALL INSULATION 
STARTER HOME 


sedgley@skitts.net 
greatbridge@skitts. net 
dudley@skitts.net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts. net 
wolverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 
survevors@skitts. net 


et 




- 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

□ 1902 686868 

□ 121 520 2255 

□ 1384 214 996 

□ 1922 478104 

□ 1902 353578 

□ 1902 732324 

□ 1902 631151 

□ 121 530 4240 

□ 1902 788188 

□ 121 520 2255 

□ 121 520 2255 


We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 


£94,950 


£149,995 


£139,950 


£134,950 


BERKSHIRE CRESCENT WEDNESBURY 


£129,950 


£124,950 


£120,000 


£119,950 


£119,950 


£119,000 


DURHAM ROAD wednesbury 


£99,950 


HERBERTS PARK ROAD wednesbury 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE • C 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS • C 

• LOUNGE • |[ 


£92,000 


WESTBOURNE ROAD west bromwich 

• MUCH IMPROVED TERRACED HOUSE • RE FITTED BATHROOM 

• THREE BEDROOMS • DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS • VEHICULAR ACCESS TO THE REAR 


DOE BANK ROAD tipton 


THE FURLONG wednesbury 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• SEMI-DETACHED 

• CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION 


£116,950 


CORPORATION STREET wednesbury 


£107,000 


FOR SALE BY AUCTION GUIDE PRICE £100,000 


% 


HEATHFIELD LANE WEST wednesbury 


BEECH CRESCENT wednesbury 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• SEMI-DETACHED 

• CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 


DARBY ROAD wednesbury 


HOLFORD AVENUE WALSALL 


BRATCH CLOSE DUDLEY 
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Established 1975 
Over 40 years building a 
reputation based on trust, 
quality and expertise 




DEREK SPIRES 


9 GRAVITY MEWS, OLDBURY 


.IDEAL FTBS 

•Modern first floor property 
•Open plan lounge/kitchen 
•Shower room 
.DOUBLE BEDROOM 


•Off-street parking 
•Viewing to be appreciated 
•ENERGY RATING : B 


OFFERS BASED ON £89,950 


3 CROSSWELLS ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Freehold end terraced 
•Double glazed 
•Two double bedrooms 
•Lounge & dining room 
•Extended kitchen 


•Allocated parking 
•Detached garage 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 


V 


> i J 


16 MERTON CLOSE, OLDBURY 


•Two/Three bedrooms 
•Through lounge 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Garage 

•Off-street parking 
•VIEWING RECOMMENDED 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 


2 THE ELMS, LADYWOOD 


•Two double bedrooms 

•Two reception rooms 

•Cellar 

•Kitchen 

•Bathroom 


•Easy access City Centre 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 


87 MARROWAY STREET, LADYWOOD 


•Gas Centrally Heated 
•PVC Double Glazed 
•Three bedrooms 
•Fully tiled bathroom 
•Two reception rooms 


•Refitted kitchen 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £107,000 


■ fc 

1 - 

fmtli 



48 CAPETHORN ROAD, SMETHWICK 

•Traditional freehold end terraced 


•Refitted kitchen 

property 

•Two double bedrooms 


•ENERGY RATING: E 


•Bathroom 

•Two reception rooms 

OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 


8 MILTON COURT, BEARWOOD 


343 TITFORD ROAD, OLDBURY 


• Ground floor flat 

• Good motorway links 

• Two bedrooms 

• Open plan lounge/kitchen 
•Bathroom 

•ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS IN EXCESS OF £95,000 


225 BEARWOOD ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Deceptively spacious 
•Three bedrooms 
•Two reception rooms 
•Hallway 

•Superbly presented kitchen 


•Fully tiled bathroom 

•Full inspection to be appreciated 

•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £159,950 


01 J-t 490 4AA* 


11 WESTBURY ROAD, EDGBASTON 


MONDAY 6 JUNE 2016 

AUCTION 

•Jm frcvund auctwti of the j«ar! 


PERRY COURT 

V 1BEDROOMED 
RETIREMENT FLATS 

FOR SALE 


Derek Spires 


0121 420 4646 

VWW.OF^FK5RRF5ANDCO COM 


Do yoo #i*—.1 «••< 

♦ncK —f 
c«nlract«f 




rightmove 


•Easy access to City Centre 
•Three bedrooms 
•Two reception rooms 
•Kitchen 

•Fully tiled shower room 
•Neatly laid out garden to rear 
ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £124,950 


WWf»l»4ibev*t''v.uf>m ivtin 

MAV DIM NlfWliv ll|f not r*VT*l 

Rma Off*4 it Hlrvrn lulrr 

tar nen nfanutka aval m Ail V ir» 


OnThe 


www.derekspiresandco.com 


0121 420 4646 


•Warden controlled ground floor flat .Kitchen & bathroom 

•For the over 55’s .Communal gardens 

.1 Bedroom & lounge .ENERGY RATING : C 

OFFERS BASED ON £42,950 




















































































































SKITTS 

Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 

ESTATE AGENTS 

for over 35 years 


£175 0FF 







ww/ -skitts j1 ^ : 


Call us on 

0121 520 2255 

(option 2) 

‘Present this voucher during your valuation appointment. One coupon per managed property. Photocopies not accepted. VALID UNTIL 31/03/16 


Eight offices dedicated to marketing 
your property! 

ARLA Accredited! 

FREE Rental Advice! 

Thoroughly vetted tenants! 

Fully Bonded Deposits! 

Inventories prepared by our Qualified 
Chartered Surveyor! 

Rent transferred within TWO working 
days of receipt! 

FREE quotations on ALL repairs 




Wednesbury 
Old College Drive 

•Four double bedrooms 
•Lounge & dining room 
•Breakfast kitchen 
•Two en-suite shower rooms 
•Single garage 
•Landscaped gardens 


Wednesbury 
Lloyd Street 

•Three bed family home •Fitted kitchen with 
•Gas central heating cooker 

•Double glazed •Family bathroom with 

•Useful utility area bath and shower 




Wednesbury 
Darby Road 

•Three bedrooms 

• Fitted kitchen with oven 

• Separate dining room 

• Bathroom with shower 

• Rear garden 

• Must be viewed! 


| TENANTS! | 

£180 


•no. 

^AT 


Tipton 

Doughty Close 

•Two bedroom apartment 
•Newly fitted carpets 
•Double glazed 

•Fitted kitchen with integrated 
cooker 

•Family bathroom 


Tipton 

Lissimore Drive 

•Ffirst floor apartment 
•Centrally heated and double 
glazed 

•Two double bedrooms 
•Fitted kitchen with appliances 
•Bathroom with shower 


Wednesbury 
Goldby Drive 

•Two bed first floor apartment 
•Fully fitted kitchen 
•Bathroom with bath and 
shower 
•Parking 
•Tipton office 


FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
*£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


A SECURITY DEPOSIT 
EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 
OF THE RENT IS REQUIRED 


Homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option 2) 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 


of rMQn? QCQE-yc 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
wolverhamptan@skitts.net 01902 788 188 


hlnvimirhfrTlckil-tc not- CM 090 /L 7 Qinfl 
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Local Specialists^ 


Carpets 


Health & Beauty 







SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT. Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take /H ^ee Quotations and Measuring. 

away old carpets free of charge We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. — bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 

.3+2 Fabric Sofas 

only 

|£500 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 

was £14.99 

Lola Leather-^W 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 

Black or Brown 

£699 ^ 

Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 

Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 


any instore items! 

> will beat your BIG Superstores 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


• All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 


Decorating 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


» TIPTON 

• WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 830 3633 


WE/ 
HERE 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


JP BUILDERS 

All aspects of building work undertaken: 


* Bricklaying 

* Plastering 
» Carpentry 


A local, friendly and 
reliable family business! 


Call for a FREE quote - 07515 831 955 




ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 



SEBPBUILDERS’" 

07400 481981 
/EM M 
Discounts for OAP’s 
Painting/Decorating/Plastering/ 
Tiling and much more 
10 years experience 


Carpentry 


Co our Zone 

Interiors exterior painting 


and decorating —» 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 4345679 07507070786 


1 ^5 


M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 




LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


Fencing 


BUILDING 
DESIGNS 

Plans prepared for" 
building projects 
both Commercial 
and Domestic 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


Ml Electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ |BHa 
local service call: T—, 


mbelectric.co.ukl 




A DAMP 
A PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damf 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538118034 or 01902 752161 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 



T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


^ Holt ^ 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtorna mentulironwork. co. uk 

V 


Computers 


Microsoft Cloud & IT Infrastructure 
Consultancy & Support Services 

• Windows Azure 

• Office 365 

• Windows Server wmA 

• Active Directory & Security 

• Microsoft Exchange 

• Hardware 

• Migrations 
Contact us 

Email: enquiries@b62it.com * ^ 

Tel: 07534 635295 B62 


www.b 62 it.com 


ELITE 

FENCING 

We supply and fit FREE QUOTE 
no obliganon 

01384238645 

07496036966 


i 


Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
“New range of chainless 
verticals and night and 
day rollers.” 

Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 




To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 


Call us on... 

01902319590 


£ 


E-mail us at... 


£ 


Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich 670 OQB 



Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


GARDEN 

FORCE 


Turn your jungle into a beautiful garden 

• Slabbing • Fencing • Decking 
• Turfing • Jungle Clearance ni 5H?.f WT 
• Blockpaving • Tree Work on all tree 
• Garden Make-overs work 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

07875124306/ 0121 5020760 

Friendly, Reliable, Affordable Service 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 


< 




Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 


m 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance 

- * ' - free gardens 

• Trimming • Felling • Turfing • Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing • Block-paving specialists 

• Drives • Patios • Paths Building work 
undertaken • Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at competitive prices 

All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 238 5466 or 07526 164576 





CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Tke Handy 
Qd! 
JT?lTMan 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 
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Local Specialists 


Plastering 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


Daniel Henson Plastering 

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING UNDERTAKEN 

Skimming, Overboarding, Dry Lining, Rendering 

CALL FOR FREE QUOTE 

07989 394703 

Email: danhensonplastering@hotmail.co.uk 


C.A. Plastering 




@li 




★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 
it All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 
it Fascias, Soffits & Guttering it New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


IgSStj&r 

PROPERTY REPAIRS PLUMBING 
HOUSE CLEARANCE BATHROOMS 

FULLY INSURED / REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER 

0121 531 5122 I 07875 124 306 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

l_ U IVI B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs est^ 
c Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V.—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Property Maintenance 


1 Boiler Services 
> Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 
Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE - £14.99 
SILVER-£16.99 
GOLD - £18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 


• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Budley BY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

|AII prices are plus VAT) Worcester mjcEiB^ 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 != 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


. INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Ion all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


RUBB 

TECH ROOFING 

ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

• DRY VERGE SYSTEM £5.00 PER UNIT 
•DRY VERGE SYSTEMS 
•DRY RIDGE TILES 

• REPOINTING 

• FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING 

EDMP ROOFING SYSTEM - SINGLE 
GARAGE FROM £895 ALL INC 

REBOARDED WITH 18MM SMART PLY 
FURTHER REDUCTIONS ON LARGER AREAS 
FULLY INSURED, NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - ONLY PAY WHEN SATISFIED 

0800 696 5408 - 0777 5519417 


»ROOF CLEANING 
»CHIMNEY REPAIRS 
»ALL ROOF REPAIRS 

* NEW ROOF 




ALL 


772 WlS ri = I =1 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


(0121) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


For a free survey ancfi 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 187071 



SSI 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 



ROOFING 

SERVICES 

NEWROOFS 
FROM £3,600 

Over 30 years 
experience 

0121 5056580 
07973 373167 




ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

_ West Bromwich _ 


Window Specialists 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality , 

UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 17, 2016 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

© Dignity' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


Acorn / Brooks 
Straight Stairlifts 
Wanted 

Call: 07967 003600 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Leisure 

Time 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 

Every Sunday 

Muckley Corner, Hall Lane, 
Lichfield, WS14 QBE 


Booters £4 


6.00am-2pm 


07538 f 18- 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


ISABELLA AWNING size 975, 
excellent condition, carbon fibre, 
quick release poles, £395 ono. 
07814 817506. 



MARAUDER 450CT 


1990, 15ft, 4 berth, fridge, 
heater, oven, mains electric. 
Toilet. Excellent condition 
throughout. Extras. 690kg. 
Stafford area. 

£825 

Telephone 07970 041688. 


QUALITY PORCH awning, 3m x 2m, 
easy to errect, £275. 

01922 416201. 


CARAVAN WANTED 

Can Pick Up ASAP 

Call me on 07717 090817. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.6oSomerset.co.uk 



BOOK FAIR Kinver Comm Centre, 
Sun 20th March, stalls available. 
Est 1979,Waverley. 0121 550 
4123. Antique/coll fair - 3rd April 



Home & 
Services 



i beds from £49. 
from £29. Ortho matts from £69. 
Memory foam matts £79. Metal 
fashion bed frames - singles £49, 
doubles £69. Bunk bed frames £99. 

Choose from our unrivalled stocks 
of Mobility Chairs in leather and 
fabric - many models to choose 
saving up to 50% eg Roberto lift 
and tilt in leather Was £699 

HALF PRICE £349 



Must Clear All Domestic Appliances 
To Make Room For New Stock 
Autos and cookers from £95 
Everything at discount prices 24 - 26 
Church Street Bilston (opp town hall) 
PAST & PRESENT DOMESTIC 
CALL 01902 403770 


NEW WORLD GAS COOKER 

50cm, top grill, bottom oven 
with glass top, genuine reason 
for sale, still under guarantee, 
can be seen working. 

£250 ono. 

01902 851068 Brewood. 


*SPECIAL* 

6x5 Lap Panels 
£15 each (incvat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922495066 or 07971 783206 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 

Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

DVD RECORDER plus DVD Cabinet 
which holds 60 films, also 70 
assorted DVD films. £50. 

01922 639995 


items for sale 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 




V 

sales 

\ 


DVD RECORDER plus DVD Cabinet 
wich holds 60 films, also 70 
assorted DVD films. £50. 

01922 639995 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 



(XJQWQ&DO&l] 






| v/sa| 

B 


ChMfci i 


AERIALS & CCTV 
SPECIALIST 

Digital Aerials & Sky 
TV Wall Mounts 
We repair any TV’s 

For free quote call 
07850 330251 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


C 


alarms/security 


] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


ADI 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damp^ 
Problems, Plastering etc. iflL 

FREE QUOTES .1& 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


v_ 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 

§ uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
rs, floors and staircases 
Jl plastering projects catered for 
nestic and Commercial 
irbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 


driveways & 
patios 




Garden Design Service, Block 
Paving-Slabbing & Patios, 
Tarmacadam, Walls-Gravel 
Gardens-Fencing-Sheds, Decking- 
Pergolas, 

Grass Cutting, 

Turf & Artificial Turf. 


07910 439803/ 
07738 852488 


fencing 


kPORTWfly 

'fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 bays of quality fencing, OLQC 
concrete posts, gravel boards tO / J 


Heavy duty panels supplied and fitted. 

6x6 H/D Treated panels £15.95 
6x5 Feather edge panels £18.95 
8 foot concrete posts £8.95 
12 inch x 6 foot gravel boards £7.95 


0121 531 5250 / 07866137656 

StVnm 8 lTnJ,' 30pm /DIUVERK 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
Being on the Gas Safe Register. 


^ gates j 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/07597 488290 

handyman ^ 

v services 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

^ house clearances^ 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

THE CURIO SHOP House clearance 
specialists. Everything cleared. Est 
1969. 61 George Street, Walsall, 
WS1 IRS. Call 07841 596254. 

painters / ^ 

v decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Free quotes / OAP 
discount. 07973 286288. 

plans prepared 1 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
PROFESSIONAL HAND ink 
detailed drawings prepared. 01922 
684503/ 07730 888063. 

^ plastering ^ 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

^ removals 

A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BLINDS SALE 

u 50% OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6563 
orvisitHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 


Measuring & fitting included 


ROAAANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS 
AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 




FFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


mSESEmM 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSQ 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


60LDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0'2I 557 3346 


RINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
27 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 


tree services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01215053558/07936882552 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland INews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


FIFE CANARIES for sale, pairs only. 
Rugeley area 
07505 967184. 

TOY POODLES, 21 months and 3 
months, beautiful girls, must 
rehome together. 07801 659239. 
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ClassifiedAds 



THIS SPAC E 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 
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Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



OFFICE TO RENT Furnished, Car 
park. 1/2 Mile J9 M6. £30PW inc. 
Monthly terms 07545 909693 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



Uwg.liTlfitir.EHwa 





Raxr* lorn £60^* 

^d!s.s. 

(few* MM lM» 

All Btock Co tmry 


0r9W2l3l2l 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

ONE BED FLAT: WILLENHALL 

Town Centre. £90 pwk. Deposit 
required. No texts. 07976 781003. 

SINGLE FURNISHED 2 room flatlet, 
bills inc, Cannock area. Parking, 
laundrette, no DSS. Refs req. 
01543 279435. 

STUDIO Flat f/f bills included, p/p, no 
deposit, nr S’well Hospital. 07828 
504083/07449 301735. 

WEST BROMWICH / GREAT 
BRIDGE single studio rooms, FF, 
CH. 07577 212029/0121 4391696. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 




FOR YOUR PROPERTY 


Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages / Loans Cleared 


D8001216007 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



Wanted 


^ICoXo^M) 

(/Genuine cash buyers 

</Any Circumstances 
</Any Condition 
(/Legal fees paid by us 
(/Completely 
confidential 

(/Completion t^s uit ymj 

www.anypropertywanted.co.uk 



PROPERTIES 

WANTED 

✓ Any area 
✓ Any circumstances 
✓ Any condition 


Direct Sale No Chains No Stress 
Fast CASH completion 
Call Jack on 07507 865668 
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Jobs 





CRH Transport TrainingTrain and 

Test at our centre in west Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 

MTS HGV training, Willenhall. 
Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 



CLASS 2 DRIVER £8.00 per hour 
plus Overtime at time and a half. 
Nights out, must be flexible Email 
CV to slawtransport@yahoo.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED HGV Class2/3 
HIAB Driver Required To work at 
Builders Merchant Permanent 
Position email details to: 
zarqa@jkbuildingsupplies.co.uk 


HGV CLASS 2 DRIVER general 
haulage. UK work, IAB Licence 
needed good rates 07973 493720 



Experienced Factory Worker 
looking fora Job 

Overhead crane, counterbal¬ 
ance & reach F.L.T. licenses. 
Banding steel grinders. Radial 
drills. B.Saws croppers, 
benders, verniers, seeking any 
work. Call 07960 176909. 


VERY EXPERIENCED CLASS 1 
DRIVER, plus CPC. Seeks any 
class work, full / part or casual, age 
65 and fit. 01922 512935. 


full time - general 



Self Employed Contract & Fully Employed 

Bedroom Fitters Required 


to be based out of our Wednesbury depot 


Proof of professional fitting of bedrooms is essential, 
as is being very customer focused. 

Fully-Employed Fitters will work40-45 hours per week paid at hourly 
rate with productivity bonus and opportunities for overtime. 

You will be teamed with a helper and a van provided. 
Self-Employed Contract Fitting Teams will have their own van. 

This rare opportunity comes with potential earnings of £1,500+ per week 
paid from invoice with no collecting of monies from customers. 

If you want to fit for one of the most successful bedroom manufacturer 
& retailers in the UK then post or email your CV to: 

The Personnel Manager, Starplan Furniture Ltd, 

Javelin Park, Wednesbury, WS10 7ND. 
daniel@starplanbedrooms.com 



CARLTON CARE GROUP 
BEECHCROFT 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

Salop Drive, Oldbury B68 9AG 


CARE ASSISTANTS 


Various shifts available 

Required to join our team caring for 50 elderly residents 
Experience and NVQ II required 
Applications can be collected from Reception 

Closing date for applications 31st March 2016 



STAPPCRT 
STAPPERT UK LTD 

Experienced Internal Sales 

Stainless Steel Long Products 

We are the UK subsidiary of Stappert Germany, one of Europe's 
largest stockholders of stainless, highly corrosion-resistant and 
heat resistant steels. We have access to 15000 product lines in 
product forms including round, flat, hexagon and square bars, 
hollow bars, angles, channels, tube pipe and fittings. 

We are currently seeking two experienced internal sales people to 
join our team based in Saltley, Birmingham. 

Only candidates with experience in selling products within our 
programme will be considered. Good MS-Office skills are essential. 
We offer a competitive remuneration package. 
Applicants should apply in writing or e-mail enclosing 
their current CV to: 

Gareth Sargeant - General Manager 
Stappert UK Ltd., Arley Road, Saltley, Birmingham B8 1BB 
g.sargeant@stappert.biz 


full time - general 


Are you customer MNA Media 

focussed? 

Want to progress into sales? 



| Self Employed Contract & Fully Employed 

Bedroom Fitters Required 

to be based out of our Wednesbury depot 

Proof of professional fitting of bedrooms is essential, 
as is being very customer focused. 

Fully-Employed Fitters will work40-45 hours per week paid at hourly 
rate with productivity bonus and opportunities for overtime. 

You will be teamed with a helper and a van provided. 
Self-Employed Contract Fitting Teams will have their own van. 

This rare opportunity comes with potential earnings of £1,500+ per week 
paid from invoice with no collecting of monies from customers. 

If you want to fit for one of the most successful bedroom manufacturer 
& retailers in the UK then post or email your CV to: 

The Personnel Manager, Starplan Furniture Ltd, 

Javelin Park, Wednesbury, WS10 7ND. 
daniel@starplanbedrooms.com 


(oUSinS SALES ADVISORS 

REQUIRED FOR BIRMINGHAM AND DUDLEY FURNITURE STORES 

We are looking for target driven individuals. You should possess bags of energy 
and enthusiasm, be self motivated and with a will to succeed in a competitive 
sales environment. KPI conversion is a must and is monitored ongoing. 


Your responsibilities will include: 

• Customer Service 

• Maximise KPI conversion (targets given) 

• Liaising with sales admin / customer servic 

• Manage customer orders effectively 


OTE £20,000 - £30,000 

Hours: Five days per week (39hrs) 
to include one late night per week, 
weekends and Bank Holidays. 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Email Current CV to: matthew.shotton@cousinsfurniture.co.uk or 
Apply in Writing to FTAO Matthew Shotton Cousins Furniture Stores Ltd. 
Head Office, Springfield Industrial Estate,Manchester Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands. B69 4HH 


EXPERIENCED STEEL 
SHEET SALESPERSON 


MEMBERSHIP ORGANISER 

Sandwell General 
UNISON Branch 
25 hours per week 
(12-5pm Monday-Friday) 
UNISON Grade 8 
(£22,743-£24,007 pro rata) 
West Bromwich Town Hall, 
West Bromwich 
Fixed term for 24 months 
The role involves leading on 
the maintenance of our 
membership database. 
Working for a public sector 
trade union you will need good 
administrative and 
communication skills, as well 
as being an able user of ICT. 
For further details and an 
application form contact 
either Tony Barnsley, 
Sharon Campion or 
Louise Maisey on 
0121 569 5996. 
Closing date 8th April. 


PART TIME FUNERAL 

ARRANGER Required 20 hours 
own transport essential Tel 0121 
533 0241 


Required for busy Birmingham 
based steel stockholder and 
processors. 


excellent package available 
for suitable candidate. 


PLEASE CONTACT 
0121 773 8341. 



Motoring 





2008, 7, 900 miles, grey, 4 new 
tyres, abs, electric windows, air 
bag, electric mirrors, service 
history, alarm, long MoT, diesel 

£6,800 ono 
07969 522822. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 

^787^ 


CHEVETTE MATIZ 2009, blue, 
MoT’d, 26,000 miles, 5dr, hatch, 
998cc. Ideal first car. £1,850. 07932 
084639. 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 
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ClassifiedAds 


CITROEN C3 PICASSO 
VTR+ HDi 

2009, 29,000 miles, silver, MoT 
Sept, aircon, cruise control, fsh, 
good clean condition. 

£4,295 ono. 

Telephone 07598 855588. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


FORD FIESTA 2007 ZETEC 

High mileage, silver, electric 
windows, electric mirrors, air 
con, MoT, central locking, 
diesel, alloys, stereo, £30 tax. 
Ring after 5pm. 

£1,600 ono. 

07535 693202. 


MAZDA 2 SE 

2014, 13,000 miles, blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm. 


tO,DUU. 

01902 850738. 


PEUGEOT PARTNER WAV 

1.4 Horizon, 2010, Disabled 
wheelchair access ramp, with 
electric winch, lowered floor, 
one lady owner, 43,000 miles, 4 
seats. Excellent condition. 

£5,995 ono. 

Telephone 07976 653388. 
SUZUKI SWIFT, 61 plate, dark grey, 
5 door, petrol, manual, 7,000 miles, 
good condition, £5,500. 

Telephone 07708 029969. 

VW GOLF GTi, 67k, 2005, 5-dr, VW 
FSH, leather seats, black, owned 7 
years, lots of receipts, new cam belt 
/tyres. £5,100. 07716 300444 
VW PASSAT 2.0TDI, 09, 83,000 
miles, black, air con, fsh, central 
locking, cruise control, leather, 
excellent condition. £4,500. 

01902 851899. 


■■ 


BMA1 


I Eit. He^e- ZS Years 

A Wide Range of Cars 


From_ 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN C3 Desire, 1.1 cc 2 lady 
owners, petrol, 12,784 miles from 
new, full MoT until August 2016. 
£675 ono. 07730 480269. 


CITROEN C4, 2006, automatic, 
petrol, 86,000 miles, MoT till 
October 2016, runs well, new 
battery £1,050 ono. 01543 423273. 

CITROEN XANTIA 1.9TDSX1997, 
excellent condition, FSH, new 
cambelt, many replacement parts, 
40mpg, MoT, £775. 0121 530 6280. 


FORD MONDEO ZETEC 130 

Hatchback, 56 Reg., silver, full 
MoT, replaced clutch and fly¬ 
wheel, 94,000 miles. 

£1,195. 

01543 305657. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 2003, 97,000 
miles, green, electric windows, 
MoT June, pas, alloys, CD, new 
clutch and timing belt, £695. 

07891 686709. 

RENAULT CLIO 1200 Campus 
Sport, 2007, MoT, Silver, PAS, CD, 
AC, EW, 52k, £995. 07523 729551. 

RENAULT MEGANE, 2005, 80,000 
miles, black, petrol, 1.6, alloys, 
clean and tidy, 12 months MoT. 
£895. 07478 276849. 

ROVER 25 2004, MoT, family owned 
from new, head gasket and belts 
done, very reliable, clean and 
looked after, £595. 07931 356797. 


Homer's" 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 
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Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

Mark Aspbury trading as Mark 
Aspbury of Flat 3 Lewis Court, 
Worle, Weston Super Mare 
BS22 6AH is applying for a 
licence to use 56 Oldbury 
Road, West Midlands B70 
9DZ as an operating centre 
for TWO goods vehicles and 
NIL trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre 
who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commisioner’s Office. 

Dated: March 17th 2016 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The proposed development may affect the setting of a Listed Building(s), and the character 
or appearance of a Conservation Area. 

DC/16/59205 Mr Misbhaur Rahman Ryland Memorial Proposed 

Latifiah Fultali Complex School of Art suspended ceiling. 

Lodge Road 
West Bromwich 
B70 8NX 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. 
Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

The council proposes to construct a new Puffin Crossing at A457 Dudley Road, 
Smethwick, and also to construct a new Puffin Crossing and make alterations to an 
existing Puffin Crossing at A457 Grove Lane, Oldbury. The council also proposes to 
construct a new Zebra Crossing at Moat Road, Oldbury. A copy of the map showing full 
details of the proposed locations of the new crossings may be inspected at the offices of 
the Area Director Regeneration & Economy, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, 
Oldbury, B69 3DE during normal office hours. Representations in writing, stating your 
grounds, to Mr Robin Weare, Group Manager Highways, at Freeth Street address or email 
to: mark_sifford@sandwell.gov.uk by 07/04/16. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Malvern Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Malvern Road, Oldbury from the junction with Queensway to Frankley Road. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 08/04/16, effective 
from 21/03/16. Traffic will be diverted via Malvern Road, Worcester Road, Queensway 
and vice-versa. Purpose - faciltate works to gas main. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Woods Lane, Cradley Heath Level Crossing) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2016, has made an Order to to temporarily prohibit 
any vehicles from proceeding along Woods Lane, Cradley Heath. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 27/03/16 (9.30hrs), effective from 
19/03/16 (23.30hrs). Traffic will be diverted via Cradley Road, Chester Road and vice-versa. 
Purpose - maintenance work to the railway line by Network Rail. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Toll End Road, Tipton) (Temporary One Way) 
Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Toll End 
Road, Tipton from its junction with Horseley Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, 
but the work is expected to be completed by 08/04/16, effective from 25/03/16. Traffic 
will be diverted via Horseley Road and Bridge Road. Purpose - works to gas main. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Wrights Lane, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Wrights Lane, Cradley Heath from the junction with Cherry Orchard. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 08/04/16, effective 
from 25/03/16. Traffic will be diverted via Station Road, Heathfield Way, Highgate Street 
and vice-versa. Purpose - works to the gas main. 


MARGARITA SAVVA 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 47 
Broomfield Smethwick West Midlands 
B67 7DR, who died on 04/12/2015, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before 
27/05/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE LEGAL 
SERVICES LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: CSE/3739073P/Sawa) T466674 
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Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



IN CELEBRATION OF 
EASTER 

The greatest event in human 
history, the Black Country 
Mission is having a Bible week 
from March 21st to 27th, 2016, 
during which every household 
in Old Hill and Cradley Heath 
will be given part of the Bible. 

Christ for all and all for Christ. 



YOUNG AT HEART LADY 

69, sincere, tall, classy, GSOH, 
attractive, seeks tall 
distinguished gent, aged 65 to 
70 for friendship, Staffordshire 
area. 

Box Number P20268, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



A-Z BUSINESS LISTINGS 



Claim your 
business listing 
today!!! 

Visit: directory.expressandstar.co.uk 

Powered by 


Express & Star 



Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star 
Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


London Theatre 


Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre 
breaks, managing the whole show package which 
includes travel, either by coach or rail, four-star 
accommodation and various price bands for each 
show. Make your own way breaks are also available to 
book. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on Sunday. 

The ticket is for the Saturday evening. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239 95 

This popular package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel 
(supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159 95 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket (option 
to upgrade) and an overnight stay in an outer London hotel. 
For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for an 
evening meal, whereas the Saturday Night option is for the 
evening performance (meal not included). 

Price includes: 

/ Return coach travel 

/ One or two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with certain packages) 

/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please read brochures/web 
pages for full description plus terms and conditions. Please note Star Reader 
Travel are unable to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up 
points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show — see brochure/web page 
for details. 


DAYS: 2 OR 3 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 


FUNNY > 




Beautiful ^ 
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It’s absolutely fabulous! 


Commercial feature 


No prizes for guessing the chas¬ 
sis that underpins this latest Fa- 
bia. 

Yes, it’s the Volkswagen Group’s 
MQB platform, an almost infinitely 
customisable floorpan that’s com¬ 
patible with a whole range of engine, 
suspension components and elec¬ 
tronic control systems. This means 
that Skoda can build as many clever 
safety systems in as budget permits. 
It’s simply a box-ticking exercise when 
specifying a new model. 

Power in the mainstream line-up comes 
courtesy of three and four-cylinder diesel 
and petrol engines, with outputs ranging 
between 59bhp to 108bhp. Dealers expect 
that around 90 per cent of sales will be pet¬ 
rol-powered, split between thel .2- litre four 
and 1.0-litre three-cylinder engines. The 
1.2-litre unit is markedly quicker and more 
refined and Skoda has worked hard to en¬ 
dow the Fabia with a supple ride, decent 
body control and low-effort steering. 

The MK2 Fabia model had a series of 
quite well-established design cues. It was 
narrowish with tall hips and, unless you 
bought the sportier variants, tended to look 
a bit under-wheeled. The latest car looks a 
good deal burlier, with pronounced wheel 
arch flares and a lot more shape built into 
the flanks. Skoda has claimed that this de¬ 
sign is a new direction for them, encom¬ 
passing ‘more emotions’, albeit not at the 
expense of practicality. As before, there’s a 
five-door hatch bodystyle, or an estate with 
a class-leading 530-litre boot capacity. 

With the hatch variant, the boot is also 


the largest within the car’s segment at 330-li- 
tres, which is 15-litres more than the previous 
model. With the rear seats folded down in 
Flatch models, loading capacity increases to 
up to 1,150-litres. The loading area is 960mm 
wide, which is 2cm wider than the previous 
car. 

Inside you’ll find a cabin that’s slightly 
longer and larger than in the previous model 
and at the same time provides the driver and 
passengers with increased headroom. Al¬ 
though the MK3 Fabia is 8mm shorter than its 
predecessor, its interior length has increased 
by around 8mm to 1,674mm. Elbow room is 
also greater at 1,401mm (21mm longer) at 
the front and 1,386mm (2mm longer) at the 
rear. 

There’s a choice of either five-door hatch or 
esatate bodystyles. Prices start at just under 
the £11,000 mark for S-spec models, so this 
Fabia is no longer a bargain amongst super¬ 
minis. There’s a £1,000 premium if you want 
the Estate. Even the base trim level is well 
equipped, inclusive of items like six airbags, 
a DAB digital radio, an engine start/stop sys¬ 
tem and power front windows. Most will want 
the SE variants with their air conditioning, 
alloy wheels, uprated stereo, MirrorLink sys¬ 
tem, surround sound stereo and Front Assist 
Package. Finally, the top ‘SE L’ trim includes 
larger 16-inch alloy wheels, climate control, 
keyless entry and cruise control. 

The Fabia is designed to be practical and 
the company has announced a range of ‘sim¬ 
ply clever’ features. The biggie is MirrorLink 
technology. This allows smartphone apps to 
be displayed on the screen of the infotain¬ 
ment system which, amongst other things, 
takes the use of navigation software or per¬ 
sonal music files to a new level. There’s a 
multimedia device cradle in the centre con¬ 
sole, an ice scraper in the fuel filler cap and 



The Fabia is designed 
to be practical and 
the company has 
announced a range of 
‘simply clever’ features 


a high-vis vest, now mandatory in many 
countries, in a convenient dedicated stor¬ 
age compartment in the driver’s door. 
There are personalisation options such 
as contrasting wheels, roof panels and 
mirror cappings and those big wheelarch- 
es will easily house 17-inch alloys. The 
Volkswagen Polo acts as a natural cap on 
the Fabia’s price and the Czech company 
needs to maintain a significant buffer zone 
between the two models in order to attract 
orders. 

The 1.2-litre engine turns in some excel¬ 
lent economy figures. In the old Fabia, you 


could count on around 53mpg from the 
1.2-litre unit; now you’re good for 60.1 mpg 
with emissions dropping to just 107g/km. 
Those figures improve largely because 
the Fabia is lighter than before. In 1.2-litre 
guise, it tips the scales at just 1034kg and 
across the range, there are efficiency im¬ 
provements that average 17 per cent. 

Fabias have always held very firm when 
it comes to residual values, used buyers 
valuing the Volkswagen Group input and 
resolute build quality. Insurance has also 
been very cheap, reflecting the mature 
owner profile. 



MOVAN-OH! 


GET £ 1,000 OFF WHEN YOU SWITCH 
AND CLAIM A FREE PLUS PACK 




M0VAN0.N0 JOB TOO BIG. 


PLUS PACK CONTAINS: 

AIR CONDITIONING, TRIP COMPUTER, 
ALARM, REAR PARKING SENSORS 


Dudley Motor Company 


Trindle Road 


Dudley 
DY27AY 


01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Terms and conditions apply. Option packs are only available to private in 
Packs may not be available on all model variants. These offers may be a 


5, Vauxhall partners and small businesses (operating one to 24 vehicles, purchase-only). Vauxhall Leasing Business First orders (with Fleet end user code of UMB2B) are also eligible. All other sales categories are excluded. Certain elements of Plu; 
or withdrawn at any time. Please contact your Retailer for more details. £1000 saving requires proof of ownership of qualifying competitor vehicle for a minimum of 90 days prior to placing an order for a new Movano. Correct at time of going to press. 
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Get 


By James Parker 

The reinvention of the MINI brand 
continues with the launch of the 
all-new MINI Convertible. 

With major refinements against its 
predecessor, the car features a new 
design and significant enhancements 
to make open-topped MINI motoring 
even more dynamic, stylish and prac¬ 
tical. 

It follows hugely successful model 
launches in 2004 and 2009. It remains the 
only premium soft-top four-seater convert¬ 
ible in the small car segment, and the UK 
continues to be the largest market world¬ 
wide for the new MINI Convertible. 

Brand new features include a fully elec¬ 
tric roof that is quieter and smoother than 
the previous model, a fully integrated rollo¬ 
ver protection system and more rear space 
than ever before. 

A striking new exterior and interior design 
ensures the new MINI Convertible is unmis¬ 
takably MINI, whilst showcasing a blend of 



your 

sporting flair and elegant dynamism. The all- 
new MINI Cooper Convertible and Cooper 
D Convertible are 3,821 mm long, with the 
MINI Cooper S Convertible 3,850 mm and 
the MINI John Cooper Works Convertible 
3,874 mm long. All models are 1,727 mm 
wide, 1,415 mm high and have a wheelbase 
of 2,495 mm. 

Those dimensions have increased com¬ 
pared with the outgoing model, with 98 mm 
extra length, 44 mm extra width and 1 mm 
extra height. The wheelbase is 28 mm longer 
and track width has also grown a further 42 
mm at the front and 34 mm at the rear. 

The increase in dimensions has enhanced 
comfort levels and freedom of movement in 
all four seats. The two front seats have a wid¬ 
er range of adjustment, while rear passen¬ 
gers benefit from easier access, more head- 
room, a longer seat surface and improved 
lateral support. The design of the new rear 
more clearly defines the two individual seats. 

Day-to-day practicality has also improved. 
Smart design and interior packaging means 
luggage volume has expanded by around 25 
per cent to 215 litres with the roof closed and 
160 litres with it folded down. 

A high level of standard equipment across 
the range includes MINI Visual Boost Radio 
with a 6.5-inch screen, MINI Connected, 
Bluetooth connectivity with USB audio, rear 
parking distance control and a reversing 
camera. 

Personalisation is once again at the heart 
of the new MINI Convertible with several 
ptions available. 

A four-car range is available - the MINI 
Cooper Convertible, MINI Cooper D Convert¬ 
ible, MINI Cooper S Convertible and the MINI 
John Cooper Works Convertible - with three 
petrol engines and one diesel. On-the-road 
pricing starts from £18,475. 


top off in MINI 



It remains the only 
premium soft-top 
four-seater convertible 
in the small car segment 


Fully electric, the roof is suitable for year- 
round use and has been optimised for the 
very best heat and acoustic insulation. The 
front roof section can also be retracted by 
up to 40 cm, and at any speed. For a quick 
reaction to sudden changes in the weather, 
the soft-top can be opened and closed at 
speeds of up to 18 mph. As an alternative 
to the standard soft-top in black, a MINI 
Yours version is available for the first time 
with an integrated woven graphic. The lat¬ 


est generation of EU6-compliant engines 
are installed under the bonnet. 

The petrol engines inside MINI Cooper 
Convertible and MINI Cooper S Converti¬ 
ble - 1.5-litre three-cylinder and 2.0-litre 
four-cylinder respectively - feature turbo¬ 
charging, direct fuel injection with central¬ 
ly positioned injectors, variable camshaft 
control on the intake and exhaust side 
(double VANOS) and fully variable VALVE- 
TRONIC valve control technology. 


T* 


MOT0RSH0W 


REVIEW YOUR NEW 

REFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 
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Ibiza can 
prove to 
be a bit of 
a bargain 



By Ian Donaldson 


CLOSE your eyes and you could be driving a 
Volkswagen or an Audi ... or a Skoda, come 
to that. 

There’s the same slick precision about the way 
everything works; the result of sinking billions of eu¬ 
ros in development costs in budgets decided long 
before the VW Group’s recent woes raised their ex¬ 
pensive heads. 

Now open your eyes (best do it soon if the car is moving) 
and you’ll discover the badge reads SEAT, from the Spanish 
outpost of the world’s biggest - or second biggest - car 
maker. 

That means it’s supposed to slip into a VW Group port¬ 
folio where Audi equals posh, Volkswagen is solidly middle 
class, Skoda is all about value (not cheap prices any more) 
and SEAT has a touch of Latin zing. 

Take the car tested here. It’s the latest and mildly modi¬ 
fied version of the popular Ibiza, uniquely offered in cars of 
this size as a three-door hatch (the SC), a more practical 
five- door or the ST, for Sports Tourer, or what you and I call 
an estate. 

Prices start at precisely £10,000 and adding a couple of 
doors costs £450 but the boot space stays the same. Opt 
for the estate and it’s a slightly longer car with a much big¬ 
ger load area and a price hike of £1,150 over the three-door 
Ibiza. 

The refreshed range looks much the same as before, with 
only LED driving lights on dearer models and a new choice 
of colours and alloy wheels to give the game away. Inside, 
there’s a new steering wheel and new look dials and trim. 

Looker 

So, not much to talk about there, but the Ibiza always was 
a bit of a looker in a class where stodgy rules more strongly 
than smart. 

Rather more happens in the bits that matter most, from 
new steering to refreshed range of eight engines, starting 
with a 75 horsepower three-cylinder petrol unit and topping 
out with 192 when the new 146mph Cupra version arrives. 

No price for that yet, but the 1.2 litre CONNECT model 
on test costs £14,170 as a three-door SC. Diesels (with only 
a single 1.4 litre on offer in a class that is wildly tilted to¬ 
wards petrol) cost from £16,885 and come with a company 
tax efficient 95g/km rating and theoretical 78.5mpg average 
consumption. 

SEAT is pushing the connectivity of this latest Ibiza, mean¬ 
ing that if you choose the right model, or add an upgrade, 
you can turn your car into a version of your smartphone. In¬ 
deed, go for a CONNECT trim level and there’s a Samsung 
Galaxy A3 mobile phone as part of the package. 

The car will talk to Android or Apple operating systems, 
letting you talk to the world with safety and ease, or listen 
to your favourite music. It will, with a new SEAT CONNECT 
App, let you monitor your heartbeat, but best not check 
moments after that idiot pulled out in front of you without 
looking. 

The CONNECT version of this Ibiza revamp looks like the 
sweet spot of the range and comes pretty well loaded with 
kit. As well as the cleverness outlined above there is satellite 
navigation, DAB radio and a six speaker sound system with 
Bluetooth. 

A pair of 1.0 litre petrol engines are available, one with a 
turbo and more power. Next up is the four-cylinder 1.2 litre of 
the car you see here, with more than useful performance on 
a mix of country roads, where the 43mpg shown at journey’s 
end seemed about par for the course. 

And with every inch covered this latest, mildly tweaked 
Ibiza displayed the crispness in response from steering, 
clutch, gearchange and brakes that mark it out as a member 
of the VW Group family. 

Which makes it a bit of a bargain if you choose carefully. 


TESTED 

SEAT Ibiza SC CONNECT 1.2 TSI 90PS 
Price: £14,170 

Drivetrain: 1.2 litre 89bhp petrol engine, 5-speed 
gearbox 

Performance: Top speed 114mph, 0-62mph 10.7 
seconds 

Economy: Euro average 56.7mpg C02 116g/km 
road tax £0 first year, then £30 

Safety: EuroNCAP 5 stars 

Insurance: 13 

Warranty: Three years or 60,000 miles 



Our Low Mileage Selection 


62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Red Only 2000 Miles 

63 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Blue Only 4000 Miles 

13 Meriva 1.4T SE Brown Only 5000 Miles 

62 208 1.4 HDI Allure EGO Blue Only 7000 Miles 
62 VW Polo 1.2 60 Match Blue Only 7000 Miles 

14 Hyundai 110 1.2 Permium Silver Only 7000 Miles 
62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles 
62 Meriva 1.4 SE Bronze Only 11000 Miles 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles 
62 Focus 1.6 Zetec Silver Only 12000 Miles 
62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Black Only 13000 Miles 
62 B Max 1.6 Zetec Auto Gold Only 14000 Miles 

64 Zafira Tourer 1.8 Techline Silver Only 14000 Miles 

Citroen 



Others 

53 Audi A3 2.0 TDI Sport Blue 

62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LS Grey 27k 

62 Kia Soul 1.6 2 GDI Black 19k 

60 Kia Soul 1.6 CRDI 2 Blue 23k 

08 Mercedes A180 2.0 CDI Classic SE Auto Silver 67k 

06 Mercedes A150 Classic SE Auto Red 85k 

62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE Copa DSG Grey 20k 

62 Seat Ibiza 1.2 Tsi Est Auto Blue 29k 

63 Skoda Yeti 1.2 TSI SE DSG Black 57k 

11 Smart Fortwo Cabrio 1.0 Passion Auto Silver 18k 
07 Subaru Forester 2.0 XEN Auto Silver 57k 
62 Toyota Yaris 1.3 VVT-I TR Grey 20k 
56 Toyota Yaris 1.3 T3 Auto Grey 26k 
06 VW Polo 1.2 E 55 Black 27k 
59 VW Touran 1.6 S 102 Black 36k 


£2,495 

£7,695 

£7,995 

£6,495 

£4,695 

£2,795 

£8,995 

£7,495 

£9,995 

£5,295 

£4,995 

£6,995 

£3,695 

£2,995 

£6,995 


62 DS3 1.6 Dstyle Plus White 19k £8,295 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21 k £7,495 

62 C4 1.6 VTR+ Auto Blue 20k £7,495 

62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 20k £9,995 

13 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+Grey 26k £10,795 

62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Edition Blue 37k £9,795 

Ford 

06 Ka 1 .3 Luxury Silver 59k I Owner £1,795 

09 Fiesta 1 .25 Style 3dr Gold 36k £4,995 

57 Fiesta 1 .25 Zetec Cli 3dr Black £2,495 

08 Focus 2.0 TDCI Coupe Cab Red £3,995 

1 3 C-Max 1 .6 TDCI Zetec Red 42k £8,795 

57 Mondeo 2.0 TDCI Titanium Silver £4,495 

Nissan 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Red 17k £6,995 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Silver 26k £6,995 

62 Juke 1.6 Tekna Auto White Only 33k £10,995 

13 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Grey 26k £11,395 

11 Qashqai 1.5 DCi Acenta Cafe Latte 30k £9,495 

Peugeot 

09 207 1.4 Sport Grey 43k £3,995 

62 208 1.4 HDI Access+ EGC Red 27K £6,995 

62 208 1.4 HDI Allure Grey 43k £6,995 

Vauxhall 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Red 22k £6,995 

12 Zafira 1.6 Design Blue 28k £7,495 

62 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Design Bronze 27k £8,995 

60 Insignia 1.8 Exclusive Silver 63k £5,495 


DRIVE AWAY TODAY 

£99 KNOT 



* 4.9% Flat (APR 11.9% Variable) 

* Terms Up To 60 Months 

* Subject To Status 

* Drive Away In 2 Hours 

Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicles o e 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service history 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park,Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 
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HYUnDHI NEW POSSIBILITIES. Brindley Hyundai range 

SPECIAL OFFERS 


i10 1.0 'S' 5 door 

£7,995 + metallic paint Saving £1,000 from OTR 


• Central locking 

• CD player with USB / AUX connectivity 

• Day time running lamps 

• Electric front windows 
■ £20 per year road tax 


ORDERYOUR 
NEW BriJIlia NOW 





i30 1.4 10Ops 'S' Blue Drive 5 door 

£12,995 + metallic paint Saving £2,300 from otr 


• Air conditioning 

• Bluetooth phone connectivity 

• USB / AUX connectivity 

■ Projection head lights with static corner lamps 

■ Remote central locking 



Test drive the possibilities 


BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

WITH BRANCHES AT: 

• 55 Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW Tel. 01902 690616 www.brindleyhyundai-wolverhampton.co.uk 

• Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR Tel. 0121 695 9971 www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 


Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 78.5 (3.6), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), COz Emissions 231 -84 g/km. 
Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

On the road (OTR) prices shown include customer saving discounts where applicable, VAT where applicable, delivery, vehicle first registration fee, number plates and 12 months' Road Fund Licence. We can introduce you to a limited number of 
carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. All offers, finance and savings are subject to availability and are only available to private retail customers on new cars purchased and registered 
in the UK, between 1st January and 31st March 2016, inclusive. 5 Year Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Please see www.hyundai.co.uk or ask us. 


Evolution 
of the Kia 
Optima as 
it further 
advances 

The fourth-generation Optima has a modern, 
new exterior, a bold interior design with more 
space for occupants, new technologies and a 
wide choice of efficient powertrains. 

The new model offers greater refinement and im¬ 
proved ride and handling over the outgoing model, 
while retaining the sporty image that has helped Op¬ 
tima become one of Kia’s best-selling models world¬ 
wide. 

The Kia Optima plays an important role in the Kia Motors 
Europe product line-up, introducing the brand to an increas¬ 
ing number of new customers. 

Since the third-generation model launched in 2011, with 
its distinctive look, high-quality interior and high-tech image, 
the Optima has offered buyers something fresh and different 
in the D-segment. 

The all-new Optima’s evolutionary new look was de¬ 
signed to be functional and sporty, with exterior dimensions 
that are marginally longer, taller and wider. These changes 
enable a roomier and more comfortable cabin, with more 
head-, shoulder- and rear-seat leg-room and greater cargo 
capacity. 

This model is the most aerodynamic Optima to date, with 
drag reduced from 0.3 to 0.29 Cd. 

The all-new Kia Optima will be available in Europe in a 
choice of nine colours, with alloy wheels ranging from 16-in 
to 18in diameter. 

The material quality of the all-new Optima’s cabin is signif¬ 
icantly improved over the outgoing model, with a far higher 
proportion of soft-touch materials, as well as cloth and leath¬ 
er trim in natural tones. 

Tasteful metallic accents throughout the cabin add a high¬ 
er quality ambience to the interior. 

The larger interior and exterior dimensions ensure that the 
all-new model is the most practical, spacious and comfort¬ 
able. Cargo space has grown from 505 to 510 litres (VDA), 
with the under-floor storage area and a wider boot opening 
adding greater practicality. 

High-strength 

It features a uniquely engineered body which combines 
more high-strength materials than ever before, resulting in 
even higher standards of crash safety. 

While passive safety is improved, the new model is also 
equipped with a series of high-tech active and autonomous 
safety features, and Kia’s engineers have targeted a five-star 
Euro NCAP safety rating throughout the Optima’s develop¬ 
ment programme. 

Kia’s vehicle stability management is fitted as standard, 
ensuring stability under braking and cornering by controlling 
the car’s electronic stability control and electric motor-driven 
power steering if it detects a loss of traction. 

The Optima is available with a wide range of optional ac¬ 
tive hazard-avoidance technologies, depending on market. 

Improving ride and handling was a top priority for Kia’s 
dynamic development teams, with a focus on delivering the 
ride comfort and stability customers expect from a D-seg¬ 
ment sedan, while achieving the level of agility promised by 
the car’s sportier appearance. 

The all-new Optima debuts a number of new, advanced 
on-board technologies to improve usability, comfort and 
convenience. 

The touchscreen infotainment system is paired with a 
six-speaker audio system as standard. 

A powerful Harman Kardon premium sound system, fea¬ 
turing 10 speakers, an external amplifier and Clari-Fi MP3 
restoration technology, is also available as an option. 

The all-new Kia Optima will offer the company’s unique 
seven-year, 150,000km warranty as standard. 
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Light, lithe, 
fashionable 
Vitara SUV 
from Suzuki 

By James Parker 


The Vitara is the kind of youthful, dynam¬ 
ic-looking product that buyers of compact 
crossover models seem to want. On paper, 
it certainly seems to tick all the ‘Juke-genre’ 
boxes, with lifestyle looks, trendy cabin tech¬ 
nology and superministandards of efficiency. 

The performance-orientated 1.4-litre petrol turbo engine 
is one of Suzuki’s newest units and gives this car a rea¬ 
sonable turn of speed, enabling it to make 62mph in 10.2 
seconds en route to 124mph. Otherwise, the mechanicals 
aren’t anything too surprising, shared as they are with the 
existing SX-4 S-Cross. That means buyers get to choose be¬ 
tween either a 1.6-litre petrol engine or a much preferable 
Fiat-sourced 118bhp 1.6 diesel, both being offered in front 
or four-wheel drive guises. 

The petrol engine is fitted with a five-speed manual gear¬ 
box as standard with an optional CVT transmission also of¬ 
fered. 

Go diesel and you get a six-speed manual ‘box. The short 
overhangs will help with off-roading but the 185mm ground 
clearance isn’t that generous. 

The ALLGRIP four-wheel-drive system is standard with the 
1.4-litre petrol turbo and optional with the 1.6-litre variants. 
The set-up features an electronically controlled clutch pack, 
controlled by a four-position switch on the centre console. 
Choose ‘Auto’ and it’ll stick to driving the front wheels unless 
slip is detected, whereupon the rear wheels are pressed into 
action. 

‘Sport’ diverts up to 20 per cent of torque to the rear 
wheels to give livelier handling. ‘Snow’ offers permanent 
four-wheel drive with the system choosing how much torque 
to split front and rear, while ‘Lock’ splits the torque equally 
between front and rear. 

With tight proportions and a front end that has more than a 
hint of current Land Rover design about it, the Vitara is quite 
an assured piece of design work. There’s also a blacked-out 
floating glasshouse, heavily sculpted flanks and a very neat 
taillamp finish. Buyers can also specify a rugged package 
which adds front and rear skidplates as well as additional 
body side mouldings. 

Suzuki cabins have long been the marque’s weak link but 
this Vitara shows the company pulling its socks up a bit. 
Okay, so the idea of body-coloured metal across the dash 
isn’t a new one but Suzuki also offers chrome around the 
gearlever and door trims, plus an analogue clock. It’s by no 
means a large vehicle, breaking the tape at just over four 
metres long, but still features a features a 375-litre boot. 

Prices start at around £14,000 for the entry-level 1.6-litre 
petrol version, but you’ll need a £20,000 budget for the pet¬ 
rol 

Personalisation 

ALLGRIP 4WD version. 1.6 DDiS diesel model pricing 
starts at around £17,000. For the 1.4-litre petrol turbo ALL¬ 
GRIP model, you’ll need around £21,000. All variants get 
seven airbags, 16-inch alloy wheels, a DAB Radio with USB 
and Bluetooth connectivity, cruise control with a speed limit¬ 
er, auto air conditioning, front and rear electric windows and 
projector headlamps. The plusher SZ-T trim level adds 17- 
inch silver painted alloy wheels, rear privacy glass, Smart¬ 
phone link audio and a navigation system. Moving up to 
SZ5 adds LED Projector headlights, 17-inch polished alloy 
wheels, suede seat fabric, keyless entry with start button, 
Adaptive Cruise Control, Radar Brake Support and a Panao- 
ramic sunroof. 

There’s a range of personalisation options and two key 
extra-cost packages. The ‘Urban’ package consists of fog 
lamp bezels (chrome-plated), body-side mouldings, and a 
roof spoiler. The ‘Rugged’ package delivers front and rear 
skid plates, fog lamp bezels, body-side mouldings and load¬ 
ing edge protection. 

The Vitara’s C02 emissions are low thanks to the use of 
high tensile steel and other weight saving measures in the 
body plus an Engine Auto Stop Start system which shuts 
down the engine when stationary. Go for the base 1.6-litre 
petrol engine and you’ll manage 53.3mpg and 123g/km, 
while the 1.6-litre DDiS diesel manages 70.6mpg and 106g/ 
km. Obviously, expect those returns to take a bit of a knock 
if you specify ALLGRIP 4WD. The 1.4-litre petrol turbo ALL¬ 
GRIP variant manages 127g/km of C02. 

Residual values might well stack up better than the indus¬ 
try average if the current crop of Suzuki models is anything 
to go by. Strong reliability records and modest optional 
equipment lists have helped to keep ‘real world’ residuals 
buoyant. The Vitara shouldn’t divert too far from that tem¬ 
plate even if it does promise additional personalisation op¬ 
tions. 

Customers wanting a small Crossover of this kind now 
have so much choice that for many of them, it must be dif¬ 
ficult to know where to start. If that’s the case for you, then 
beginning your search by looking at a great all-rounder in 
this segment seems to make a lot of sense. And this Vitara 
is certainly that. 




MASSIVE SAVINGS 


on delivery miles JAZZ & CIVIC 



• air con 

• cruise control 

• DAB radio 

• magic seats 


• 15 "alloys 

• auto head light and wipers 

• forward collision warning 

• front & rear parking sensors 


• l7"alloys 

• front fog lights 

• rear parking camera 

• rain sensing wipers 

• 6 speakers 

• climate control dual auto a/c 


• front & rear parking sensors 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display with 
AM/FM/DAB tuner, Aha® app integration & internet 
browsing, internet radio 


CIVIC 1.8 SPORT 5DR 



SEUEESJ 

■ VUS3 


Cost New £20,535 


• 17"sport alloys 

• black roof lining 

• privacy glass 

• sports grille 

• body coloured spoiler 

• climate control 


• cruise control 

• front & rear parking sensors 

• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, Aha® app 
integration, internet browsing, Garmin® navigation 

• rear parking camera 


CIVIC 1.6 DIESEL SPORT 5DR (OPTI S^ 



• l7"alloys 

• climate control (a/c) 

• cruise control 

• reversing camera 

• front fog lights 


• privacy glass 

• DAB radio 

• 2 x USB connectors 

• Honda Connect System 

• front & rear parking sensors 



£ 

1 



• 16 "alloys 

• cruise control 

• climate control (a/c) 

• DAB radio 

• auto lights & wipers 

• leather upholstery 


• glass roof 

• privacy glass 

• front fog lights 

• heated front seats 

• Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


• 18 "alloys 

• cruise control 

• climate control (a/c) 

• DAB radio 

• auto lights & wipers 

• front fog lights 


• cargo pack 

• privacy glass 

• leather upholstery 

• heated front seats and Magic seats 

• Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


www.brindley.co.uk 


Brindley Cannock Brindley West Bromwich Brindley Wolverhampton 

Walsall Road Millennium Park, Swan Lane West Street, off Stafford Road 

CannockWSI I 0JP West Bromwich B70 0NR Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01543 406609 0121 629 0990 01902 690601 
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DRIVETIME 



Refreshed 
and new 
model in 
i20 range 


{jp Motability www.brindleykia.co.uk 

offers you the 

to enjoy worry-free motoring 

reat Motability offers from Brindley 



Venga 1.6 '3' Automatic 


• High seating position 

• Sat nav 


riQQ Advance 
I Zy Zy Payment 



• Rear parking camera 

• Climate control 


Soul 1.6 CRDi 'Connect' Automatic 



• High seating position • Bluetooth® 

• Rear parking camera • Cruise control 


C"") /I O Advance A 
Payment ^ 



Carens 1.7 CRDi '2' 7 seater 


• 7 individual seats 

• High seating position 


• Reversing sensors 

• Climate control 


I 


CtlQQ Advance 
^ I Payment 


Brindley Kia 


The Power to Surprise 


85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


T. 0121 629 0892 
T. 01902 690634 


Kia range fuel consumption: Urban 19.3-54.3 mpg, Extra-Urban 31.0-70.6 mpg, Combined 26.2-62.8 mpg, CO 2 117-258 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Picture for illustration only. 

For 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty and terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Subject to availability on vehicles registered before 31 st March 2016. 
For Motability details and eligibility visit: www.motability.co.uk 


By Matt Joy 

Hyundai’s popular i20 hatchback has been 
refreshed for 2016 with a downsized petrol 
engine and a new model in the range. 

Forget those fancy European brands you think 
you know; when it comes to making a solid private 
purchase, the Hyundai i20 is about as sensible as 
you can be - and that’s a good thing. Smart, well- 
equipped, good value and offering a slick driving 
experience, it’s hard to fault, but that hasn’t stopped 
Hyundai giving the i20 an update for 2016. 

Most importantly, it’s now available with a brand-new 
three-cylinder turbocharged petrol engine, in two power out¬ 
puts with impressive claims for fuel consumption and perfor¬ 
mance. Equipment upgrades have been made across the 
range while there’s a whole new model too; the i20 Active is 
designed to be a compact crossover, with a 20mm increase 
in ride height, unique bumpers, roof rails and a rear spoiler. 

The standard i20 is a neat and inoffensive piece of design, 
but in the new Active form, there’s a little bit more going on. 
The extra detail in the front bumper gives the front end some 
additional presence, as does the increased ride height. It’s 
not as distinct from its conventional sibling as some rival 
offerings, but it will snare some buyers that find the regular 
five-door too conventional. 

Hyundai’s image has also come a remarkable way in a 
matter of years. Its badge carries as much weight as many 
European rivals and in cars like the i20 and Santa Fe, it is 
producing cars with distinction. 

Comfortable 

There’s no sheet metal changes for 2016, so the i20 
keeps its exterior and interior dimensions. Those seated up 
front should find it easy to get comfortable. Although the 
seats aren’t huge, they offer useful support and the low-set 
dashboard means the view out is good. In the rear, it’s a 
little tighter for space with headroom at a premium for those 
near six feet tall, but legroom is good for the class as is the 
boot space. 

While the Active model has suspension raised by 20mm, 
its effect on the i20’s behaviour is minimal. The ride quality is 
good on the vast majority of surfaces, with only particularly 
poor surfaces creating significant intrusion into the cabin. 
On the flip side, the handling is safe and secure if unremark¬ 
able, but the steering is light and accurate plus the raised 
ride height doesn’t make the i20 Active suddenly heel over 
in corners. 

What really marks out the 2016 i20 however is that new 
powerplant. Three-cylinder turbo engines used to be the 
preserve of Japanese Kei cars but this Hyundai offering is 
a gem. The on-paper performance might seem modest, but 
this belies how perky it feels. It will rev quite happily with¬ 
out significant engine noise, but better still is the generous 
torque which allows you to be lazy with the gearshifts and 
still make good progress. Despite that, the official figures 
are impressive with 58.9mpg combined and 1 lOg/km of 
C02, while the 120PS version feels no quicker on the road. 

Go for the i20 Active model and you get 17-inch alloy 
wheels, LED daytime running lights, DAB radio and rear 
parking sensors for your £15,225, and this comes with the 
100PS 1.0-litre turbo engine only. The regular i20 starts at 
£10,995 for the S model and even this comes with electrical¬ 
ly adjusted and heated door mirrors, height adjustable driv¬ 
er’s seat, reach and rake adjustable steering wheel and an 
MP3-compatible stereo with USB and auxiliary inputs. The 
top-spec Premium Nav SE with the top diesel engine is only 
£17,700, so the i20 is impressive value across the range. 

If the i20 Active is big enough to suit your lifestyle then it 
makes an exceptionally strong case as a private purchase. 
It’s excellent value for money whatever specification you 
choose, while the Active model not only combines the best 
engine choice but also adds in a little more ruggedness. It’s 
an ideal first car while older folk will find the raised driving 
position a useful boon too. There are more sparkling drives 
in the class but for many drivers this is of lesser importance 
than value and equipment. 

This car summed up in a single word: Surprising 
If this car was a: movie, you’d be impressed beyond your 
expectations, but also tempted to keep it a secret. 

TESTED 

Hyundai i20 Active 1.0 100PS, £15,225 
Engine: 1.0-litre petrol unit producing 99bhp and 
126lb/ft of torque 

Transmission: Five-speed manual gearbox driv¬ 
ing the front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 109mph, 0-62mph in 
10.9 seconds 

Economy: 58.9mpg combined 
Emissions: 110g/km of C02 









































Still on the ball - former Wolves player Andy Mutch 


Andy Mutch during his Wolves days 


Steve Bull and Andy Mutch reunited for a fans question and answer session 





Goalscorers Andy Mutch and Robbie Dennison celebrate as they 
lift the Sherpa Van Trophy back in 1988 


So Mutch to remember 
of Andy's 30 golden years 


IT’S 30 years since the union between 
Wolves and striker Andy Mutch began - 
but on his first day he managed to turn 
up an hour late. 

The Scouser netted 96 times in 289 games 
over a seven-year spell at the club after joining 
Wolves on February 22, 1986. 

The popular forward, who was inducted into 
Wolves’ Hall of Fame in 2013, is best remembered 
for a goal-laden partnership up front with club leg¬ 
end Steve Bull. But there was no sign of Bully when 
Mutch rocked up at Molineux, after a £5,000 fee had 
been agreed with non-league Southport. 

Mishap 

He was coming to a club that had won all of Eng¬ 
land’s major honours at a time when they were head¬ 
ing towards their lowest ebb - relegation into the 
bottom tier of the Football League. 

Becoming a full-time footballer in the process was 
all weighing heavily on Mutch as he drove down the 
M62 to put pen to paper, landing elsewhere initially 
after a mishap! 

He said: “My mind was just racing about what 
was ahead of me and Manchester was not the place I 
needed to be on this particular day! 

“I’d missed the turn off for Wolverhampton and 
had to re-route, so I turned up about an hour late to 
sign. It wasn’t the best start to my career at Wolves.” 

Mutch’s dream of making the game his living had 
come true, though, having fallen out of the profes¬ 
sional ranks after starting out with Everton. 

Wolves boss Sammy Chapman spotted him and 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Craig Birch 


“I had the time of my life 
with Wolves, nothing else 
ever came close. It was a 
great ride to be on.” 


paid a small fee to take him from the Sandgrounders, 
where he’d made his senior debut. Mutch said: “I was 
a schoolboy at Everton, at a time when the club was 
very successful. It didn’t work but, when I was 18, 
they asked me to come back. I played 18 games for 
the reserve team. 

“I left again and went to Southport, who were part- 
time and in the Northern Premier League, and got a 
day job delivering fridges. 

“We’d played at Kidderminster Harriers in the FA 
Trophy, it was a replay after we’d drew 1-1 at our 
place. We lost 6-1 there, but I got the goal! 

“Sammy was the Wolves manager, at the time, and 
was there watching the game. I’d scored lots of goals 
for Southport, so it wasn’t a surprise that someone 
had come in for me. 

“What I was actually getting paid when I went 
to Wolves was buttons. It was probably less than I 
earned playing football and working. 

“But Wolves were a club that was synonymous to 


me. I used to watch ‘Kick Off with Gerald Sinstadt as 
a kid and they were always on television.” 

It was, by no means, an easy time to be a Wolves 
player with the club heading for relegation from the 
old Third Division under the disastrous ownership of 
the Bhatti brothers. 

Wolves went through three managers in his first 
year, but settled on Graham Turner in the October 
who would lead them to two promotions. 

One of his first acts was to sign Bull and Andy 
Thompson from Albion in a double deal, with Bully 
and Mutch spearheading the rise through the divi¬ 
sions. Mutch scored the first goal, with Robbie Den¬ 
nison getting the second, at Wembley as Wolves beat 
Burnley 2-0 in the 1988 Sherpa Van Trophy final. 

Trophy 

“Graham Turner brought a new type of profession¬ 
alism into the club. He always knew how to get the 
best out of me. I always rated him as the best man¬ 
ager I’ve ever played under.” 

Turner spent seven-and-a-half years at the helm 
before making way for Graham Taylor in 1994 and 
sold Mutch the year before his departure. 

Premier League new-boys Swindon Town came 
calling for a £250,000 move in August 1993, meaning 
Mutch played in the top-flight during his career. 

He would go on to play for Wigan Athletic and 
Stockport County before dropping back into non¬ 
league. 

The 52-year-old said: “I never wanted to leave 
Wolves, but I got the feeling from the club that they 
thought it was time for me to move on. I had the time 
of my life with Wolves, nothing else ever came close. 
It was a great ride to be on.” 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE 

IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED 

SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Hurt Gethin 
sidelined for 
town clash 

WALSALL’S Luke Paddock will have 
local rival Martin Gethin firmly in his 
sights as he looks to pass his audition 
at the Town Hall this Saturday. The 
super-lightweight duo seemed to be on 
a collision course with the pair slated 
to star on Black Country Boxing’s ‘Cool 
Hand & The Gang’ bill this weekend. 

However, a pulled chest muscle means 
Gethin has been sidelined and will in¬ 
stead take up a ringside seat for the 
show with Paddock headlining. And, 
providing ‘Cool Hand’ comes through 
unscathed on Saturday, the Bloxwich 
boxer is relishing a proposed scrap with 
former world title contender Gethin. 

Paddock is in action over six against 
former Central area title contender Lee 
Connelly, while Halesowen’s super mid¬ 
dleweight Lennox ‘Dangerous’ Clarke 
faces Swindon’s former Southern and 
IBF Inter-Continental champion Kelvin 
Young and Wednesfield’s unbeaten war¬ 
rior Des Bowater is up at super feath¬ 
erweight against capable livewire Chris 
Adaway. 

Bowater’s older brother Sid also gets 
himself up and running with a welter¬ 
weight four-rounder against Brummie 
Dwayne Sheldon. 

Midlands light middleweight cham¬ 
pion and two-time British title chal¬ 
lenger Jason Welborn, from Rowley 
Regis, features, while West Bromwich’s 
Tom Stokes has seen his middleweight 
four-round affair with Stoke’s scrapper 
Mark Till resurrected. Two debutants 
will switch sports from kickboxing, 
including Kyle Williams of Whitmore 
Reans, Wolverhampton. 

The 24-year-old will continue to teach 
at Fran Zuccala’s Kickboxing and Gracie 
Jiu Jitsu club alongside his new calling. 
Williams will turn over at bantam. Tick¬ 
ets, priced at £30 and £60 ringside, are 
still on sale from the Town Hall Box Of¬ 
fice on 0845 111 2900. 

Barbarians come 
through despite 
tough competition 

Birmingham Barbarians 29 
Dixonians 26 

THE Perry Barr-based Barbarians 
struck first with winger Jamie Voice 
collecting up his own kick to score. Kirk 
Me Wee added the extras. 

The visitors reduced the deficit with 
an unconverted try on 15 minutes but 
an outstanding individual try by Alex 
Poole, his first for the club put the hosts 
back on the front foot and 14-5 ahead at 
the break. 

The Barbarians built on their lead 
early in the second half when prop Brian 
Palfrey powered over for an uncon¬ 
verted try. Dixonians hit back with two 
converted tries. Man of the match Kirk 
McWee then crossed for the Barbarians 
before Dixonians drew level again with 
a converted try. A last minute penalty 
from Daniel Ritter secured victory for 
the Barbarians. 

Anyone interested in taking up rugby 
union with the Barbarians should visit 
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/rfcbir- 
minghambarbarians/ or call Steve ‘Crim¬ 
per’ Boland on 07779 603551. Training 
takes place at Moor Lane sports. 


Hundreds of pupils on their marks 



Overall award winner Ethan Court and Amy Tiller 


MORE than 300 Sandwell schoolchildren took 
part in a borough-wide athletics final. 

The Sandwell after-school indoor athletics 
league, now in its 11th year, took place at Tip- 
ton Sports Academy on Thursday March 3. The 
league saw Key stage 3 pupils (ages 11-14 years) 
from Sandwell school teams competing in six in¬ 
dividual leagues for both girls and boys. 

The overall award winner was Ethan Court 
from Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy 
League Role Model Winner Amy Tiller from 
Turves Green School. Sandwell Leisure Trust’s 
Sport Development Officer and league organiser, 


ATHLETICS 


Howard Court, said: “The league has enabled 
track and field athletics to be an all year round 
sport in Sandwell which wasn’t the case 11 years 
ago. During the league’s history several young 
people have gone on to compete for England.” 

The event was supported by several award-win¬ 
ning young volunteers that have previously been 
recognised for their work both regionally and na¬ 
tionally. For details on athletics or the indoor ath¬ 
letics league, contact the sport development and 
physical activity Team on 0121 506 4980. 


ALLEN'S ON THE 
BALL AT ALBION 



Clive Allen gives advice to Sophia Wright and Jasmine Simms, who play for WBA under-18s 


FIVE years into the job and for¬ 
mer England international Clive 
Allen believes things are look¬ 
ing up in the world of basket¬ 
ball across the West Midlands. 

Allen, who played his entire career 
with the Birmingham Bullets, has 
turned his time to coaching these days 
and is head of basketball development 
at the West Bromwich Albion academy, 
based in Sandwell. 

Whether the team is struggling with just five 
starting players or boasting a roaster in double 
figures, a love for the game is alive and kicking in 
the Black Country - and Allen has helped nurture 
that talent, which has seen some of his students 
land trials at colleges over in the United States. 

“We started the programme with just five play¬ 
ers, who were recruited through a development 
programme and played in the national league,” 
said Allen. 

“We had about 15 kids during our best year and 
we won the league, which was about three years 
ago. 

“The following two years we won the league 
again and we really stepped up our recruitment. 

Slender 

“What happened after was probably my fault 
because we recruited a lot of under-16s, who 
hadn’t left school. It meant they were not able to 
come to the academy, so it left us with five players 
in the older age group again. 

“In a way it has been good for the players be¬ 
cause they know they have to play the full 40 
minutes, so they have to be sensible and not give 
away any silly fouls.” 

Despite WBA being last year’s league champi¬ 
ons, Allen took the bold decision to drop the team 
down a division, to give his slender senior squad 
more of a chance. The side is now competing in 
the England School League, which sees the team 
travel as far as Coventry and Nottingham, rather 
Milton Keynes and further afield. 

Allen also believes basketball is once again 
attracting more and more youngsters with new 
academies popping up all over the country. 

“It’s great at the moment and we have two 


or three squads at WBA and some of the local 
schools are also looking into the sport,” he said. 
“At Albion we now have a set up that goes from 
under-lOs and under-12s, right through to un¬ 
der-18s boys and girls and then the academy.” 

Some players go even further including the 
likes of Sam Harvey, who won a scholarship at a 
prep-school in Arizona where coaches from across 
America come to see the talent on display. 

He has already been offered a further scholar¬ 
ship at Montana Tech but Allen said he is still 
weighing up his options. 

Another WBA player, Theo Grant, has gone on 
to play international basketball and is currently 


touring Europe in the hope of attracting the at¬ 
tention of a big club. Allen has so much faith in 
his community programmes he is now trying to 
expand them further afield. 

“I am currently working with Wolves, trying 
to get something going there,” he said. “Albion 
decided to look at basketball and the club also 
supports judo, volleyball and boxing. It’s all about 
promoting new or different sports within the 
community and the clubs get funding to do that.” 

A tournament has been organised at the Wal¬ 
sall campus of Wolverhampton University later 
this month, which will see all the Midlands teams 
play against each other. 


Coach offers 
praise despite 
VlcClean break 

JAMES McCLEAN is exactly the type of 
character Albion want in their ranks, ac¬ 
cording to Baggies assistant Dave Kemp. 

The Irish international has recently 
lost his place to Craig Gardner, and 
hasn’t started any of the last three 
games. For the first time since he joined 
the club for £1.5million last summer, 
McClean is struggling to make the team. 

But Kemp says the 26-year-old’s re¬ 
action has been perfect, and exactly the 
sort of response you’d expect from one 
of the club’s hardest-working players 
on the pitch. “He’s the type of character 
who will do well here because he doesn’t 
sit and sulk,” said Kemp. “He doesn’t 
say ‘I should be in the team’, he rolls 
his sleeves up and tries to earn his place 
that way. He’s got a fantastic worth eth¬ 
ic. “He’s come off the bench and been a 
factor.” 

The players were given the weekend 
off but McClean posted a video on social 
media of him completing solo football 
drills back in his hometown of Derry. 

His endless running endeared himself 
to Albion fans early on. But his fiery at¬ 
titude has got him in trouble a couple 
of times. 

The former Sunderland man was 
warned by the FA for celebrating in 
front of the visiting fans at the end of Al¬ 
bion’s 1-0 win over the Black Cats in Oc¬ 
tober, and he was sent off for a reckless 
retaliatory challenge on Bournemouth’s 
Adam Smith in December. 

For all his endeavour, McClean only 
has two goals this season, and Gard¬ 
ner scored two in two matches after 
replacing him in the team. Albion boss 
Tony Pulis says he’s resting the former 
Wigan man because of tiredness, and the 
coaches have been impressed with his re¬ 
sponse. “He wants to play every minute 
and that’s the type of player we want,” 
said Kemp. 

Failure to fight is 
Tlvidale downfall 

Tividale 0 Carlton 3 

TIVI produced a performance lacking 
the battling qualities needed for a rele¬ 
gation fight as they were swept away by 
fellow stragglers Carlton Town. 

Tivi remain rooted to the foot of the 
Evo-Stik Division One South table after 
the capitulation. 

On 14 minutes Carlton took the lead 
when Tividale’s Chris Rabone was un¬ 
lucky as his attempted interception took 
a deflection into the path of Daniel Gor¬ 
don. He fed the ball through to Romello 
Nangle, who then rounded keeper Tom 
Turner and fired into an empty net. 
Goals followed on 49 and 52 minutes. 
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ATLAS 

IICARS & MINI BUSES 


S TRACK Download Find Atlas Cars 

YOUR TAXI t-ru-r ^ get it on 

LIVE our FRE app Google play 


Minimum fare 
WAS 



NOW 


£2.50 



THE CHEAPEST TAXI FARES 
IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 
ALL FARES CHARGED ON 
THE METER 
at private hire prices 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


A new school opening in Smethwick in 2017. 



SHIRE LAND 

HIGH TECH 

PRIMARY 


Developing the Smart Creatives of the future. 


\ 


\ 



Find out more at our Coffee Morning at 

Shireland Collegiate Academy 



Wednesday 27th April 2016: 10am - 11 am 
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OSHIRELAND 

- k HIGH TECH 

PRIMARY 


Opening September 2017 in Smethwick 

- Purpose built high specification campus 

- Phased opening (Nursery, Reception, 

Years 1 & 3 places available in the first year) 

- Two forms of entry 

- Technology rich; with a device for each 
pupil in KS2 

- Innovative, project based curriculum 

- Guarantee of a place at the oversubcribed 
Shireland Collegiate Academy 


Led and supported by the Outstanding founding 
school Shireland Collegiate Academy. 




SHIRELAND 

COLLEGIATE ACADEMY 

An altogether better place to learn 
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"The opportunity for Shireland to create a partner 
Primary School, which feeds into the Academy, has 
been our long term aim and builds upon our 
Outstanding work in curriculum development and 
leading-edge use of technology for learning." 
Sir Mark Grundy, Executive Principal. 


We strongly believe in our 
combination of traditional values and 

innovative solutions. 


For more information please 
contact us on 0121 558 8086 
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SHIRELAND 

HIGH TECH 

PRIMARY 









Our Vision 

We believe that every pupil should 
be equipped for the future 
through teaching them relevant 
and cutting-edge skills for the 
era in which they live. 
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SHIRE LAND 

■ HIGH TECH 

PRIMARY 


* Follow our pre-opening journey on twitter @ShirelandHTP 



